
articles to use for rhetorical
analysis
Articles to use for rhetorical analysis can serve as excellent resources for
students and scholars aiming to hone their analytical skills. Rhetorical
analysis involves examining how authors use language to persuade or convey
messages, making it essential to select texts that are rich in rhetorical
strategies. In this article, we will explore various types of articles
suitable for rhetorical analysis, offering insights into their
characteristics, significance, and how they can be effectively utilized in
academic settings.

Understanding Rhetorical Analysis

Before diving into specific articles, it’s important to grasp what rhetorical
analysis entails. Rhetorical analysis is the examination of the techniques
writers and speakers use to effectively convey their messages. The analysis
focuses on three primary appeals:

1. Ethos (Credibility): The author’s credibility or ethical appeal.
2. Pathos (Emotional Appeal): The emotional response elicited from the
audience.
3. Logos (Logical Appeal): The use of logical reasoning and evidence to
support claims.

By assessing these elements, readers can better understand the effectiveness
of an article in achieving its purpose.

Types of Articles for Rhetorical Analysis

Selecting the right article is crucial for a thorough analysis. Here are
several categories of articles that can provide rich material for rhetorical
examination:

1. Opinion Pieces

Opinion articles, often found in newspapers or magazines, express the
author's personal views on current events, social issues, or cultural
phenomena. These pieces are typically characterized by:
- Strong personal voice and stance
- Use of anecdotal evidence
- Appeals to emotions and ethics



Examples:
- Editorials from major newspapers like The New York Times or The Guardian.
- Opinion columns from magazines like The Atlantic or Time.

Why They Work: Opinion pieces often engage contemporary topics, making them
relevant and emotionally charged, which can lead to a compelling analysis of
ethos, pathos, and logos.

2. Feature Articles

Feature articles provide in-depth analysis or exploration of a specific
topic, often blending factual reporting with narrative techniques.
Characteristics include:
- Rich storytelling and descriptive language
- Interviews with experts or affected individuals
- A focus on human-interest aspects

Examples:
- Long-form articles from National Geographic or The New Yorker.

Why They Work: The combination of factual information and narrative style
allows for an examination of how the author constructs their argument through
storytelling, which can be particularly effective in engaging readers.

3. Research Articles

Research articles present original findings from scholarly studies and are
essential for understanding how empirical evidence supports arguments. These
articles typically contain:
- Abstracts summarizing the research
- Methodologies and data analysis
- Discussion sections interpreting the findings

Examples:
- Articles published in journals like The Journal of Communication or
Psychological Science.

Why They Work: Analyzing research articles allows for a focus on logos,
particularly how evidence is presented and the logical structure of
arguments.

4. Speeches

While not traditional articles, written speeches can provide an excellent
basis for rhetorical analysis. Speeches often leverage powerful rhetoric to



persuade or inspire an audience. Key features include:
- Emotional appeals through storytelling
- Use of repetition, parallelism, and rhetorical questions
- Clear call to action

Examples:
- Famous speeches like Martin Luther King Jr.’s "I Have a Dream" or Barack
Obama’s inaugural addresses.

Why They Work: The oral nature of speeches allows for an exploration of how
delivery, tone, and pacing enhance rhetorical strategies.

5. Advertisements and Marketing Articles

Advertising articles often utilize persuasive language and visual elements to
influence consumer behavior. Characteristics include:
- Strong imagery and visual rhetoric
- Emotional appeals to consumer desires and values
- Strategic use of language to create brand identity

Examples:
- Print ads from major brands or marketing case studies published in business
journals.

Why They Work: Analyzing advertisements can illuminate the intersection of
visual and verbal rhetoric, making it a fascinating area for exploration.

Choosing the Right Article

When selecting articles for rhetorical analysis, consider the following
factors:

1. Relevance: Choose articles that address topics of interest or significance
to you.
2. Complexity: Look for articles that employ sophisticated rhetorical
strategies and language.
3. Length: Longer articles or those with multiple layers of argumentation
often provide more material for analysis.
4. Diversity of Appeals: Select texts that utilize a blend of ethos, pathos,
and logos.

Steps for Conducting Rhetorical Analysis

Once you have chosen an article, follow these steps for an effective
rhetorical analysis:



1. Read the Article Carefully

- Read the article multiple times to fully understand its content and
argument.
- Take notes on key points, rhetorical strategies, and your initial
reactions.

2. Identify the Rhetorical Situation

- Determine the author’s purpose: What are they trying to achieve?
- Identify the audience: Who is the intended reader?
- Analyze the context: What external factors influence the article?

3. Analyze Rhetorical Appeals

- Ethos: Evaluate how the author establishes credibility. What qualifications
or experiences do they possess?
- Pathos: Identify emotional appeals. How does the author evoke feelings in
the audience?
- Logos: Examine the logic of the argument. What evidence is presented, and
how is it used?

4. Examine Rhetorical Devices

- Look for literary devices such as metaphors, similes, alliteration, and
repetition.
- Consider how these devices enhance the overall argument and engage the
audience.

5. Evaluate Effectiveness

- Assess how well the article achieves its purpose. What are its strengths
and weaknesses?
- Consider the impact on the audience: How might different readers respond?

Conclusion

In conclusion, articles to use for rhetorical analysis come in various forms,
each offering unique insights into the art of persuasion. By carefully
selecting articles that leverage different rhetorical strategies, students



and scholars can deepen their understanding of effective communication.
Whether through opinion pieces, feature articles, research studies, speeches,
or advertisements, the opportunity to analyze rhetoric is abundant. By
following a systematic approach to analysis, one can uncover the intricacies
of language and argumentation, fostering critical thinking and analytical
skills that extend beyond the classroom.

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of articles are best suited for
rhetorical analysis?
Articles that present a clear argument, utilize persuasive techniques, and
engage with audience emotions are best suited for rhetorical analysis. These
can include opinion pieces, editorials, and persuasive essays.

How can I identify the rhetorical appeals in an
article?
To identify rhetorical appeals, look for instances of ethos (credibility),
pathos (emotional appeal), and logos (logical reasoning) within the article.
Analyze how the author uses these appeals to persuade the audience.

Are academic journal articles suitable for
rhetorical analysis?
Yes, academic journal articles can be suitable for rhetorical analysis,
especially if they make substantial arguments and engage with broader
societal issues. Focus on the article's thesis, methodology, and how the
author addresses counterarguments.

Can I use news articles for rhetorical analysis?
Absolutely! News articles, especially those that are opinion-based or cover
controversial topics, can provide rich material for rhetorical analysis due
to their persuasive strategies and framing of issues.

What should I look for in the structure of an
article for rhetorical analysis?
Examine how the article is organized, including its introduction, body, and
conclusion. Pay attention to how the author presents their argument, the use
of headings, and transitions, as these can all contribute to the overall
persuasive effect.



How do visual elements in an article affect its
rhetorical impact?
Visual elements such as images, graphs, and layout can significantly enhance
an article's rhetorical impact by reinforcing the message, evoking emotions,
and capturing the audience's attention.

What role does the audience play in rhetorical
analysis?
The audience plays a crucial role in rhetorical analysis, as the
effectiveness of an article's argument often depends on how well it resonates
with its intended audience. Consider the audience's values, beliefs, and
expectations when analyzing the article.

How can I evaluate the author's credibility in an
article?
Evaluate the author's credibility by researching their qualifications,
experience, and background on the topic. Consider their tone, use of
evidence, and whether they acknowledge opposing viewpoints.

What are some common rhetorical devices to look for
in articles?
Common rhetorical devices include metaphors, analogies, alliteration,
rhetorical questions, and repetition. Identifying these can help you analyze
how the author enhances their argument and appeals to the audience.
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