
as time goes by piano chords

As time goes by piano chords are a crucial aspect of one of the most iconic songs in the history of music.
This classic piece, composed by Herman Hupfeld in 1931, has been covered by numerous artists and
featured in various films, most notably in "Casablanca." Understanding the piano chords for "As Time Goes
By" not only enhances your musical repertoire but also allows you to appreciate the song's emotional depth
and musical structure. In this article, we will explore the chords, their progressions, and tips for playing the
song effectively.

Understanding the Chords

The first step in playing "As Time Goes By" is to familiarize yourself with the chords used throughout the
piece. The song is primarily built on a series of major and minor chords, giving it a rich and nostalgic sound.
Here’s a breakdown of the primary chords involved:

C Major

A Minor

D Minor

G Major

E7 (E Dominant 7)

F Major

B7 (B Dominant 7)

These chords form the backbone of the song, and understanding their role will help in both playing and
interpreting the music.

Chord Progressions in “As Time Goes By”

The song features several chord progressions that are repeated throughout its structure. Here are the main



chord progressions you will encounter:

Verse Progression

The verses of "As Time Goes By" utilize a straightforward chord progression that sets up the lyrical themes.
The general progression for the verses can be summarized as follows:

C1.

A minor2.

D minor3.

G4.

C5.

A minor6.

D minor7.

G8.

E79.

A minor10.

D minor11.

G12.

C13.

A minor14.

D minor15.

G16.



This progression creates a sense of longing and nostalgia, which is central to the song's themes.

Chorus Progression

The chorus of the song shifts slightly, offering a different emotional texture while still adhering to the
overall feel. The typical chord progression for the chorus includes:

F1.

B72.

E73.

A minor4.

D minor5.

G6.

C7.

This progression works well to elevate the emotional intensity of the chorus, allowing the lyrics to
resonate even more deeply with the listener.

Tips for Playing “As Time Goes By” on Piano

Now that you have a grasp of the chords and progressions, let’s dive into some tips that can help enhance
your performance of "As Time Goes By."

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Chords

Before playing the song, spend time practicing each chord individually. This will help you transition
smoothly between them during the performance. Use a metronome to keep a steady tempo as you practice.



2. Listen to Different Versions

Listening to various renditions of "As Time Goes By" can provide insight into how different artists
interpret the song. Pay attention to the dynamics, tempo, and phrasing. Notable versions include those by
Frank Sinatra, Billie Holiday, and the soundtrack from "Casablanca."

3. Experiment with Voicings

Once you’re comfortable with the basic chords, try different voicings. This means playing the same chord
but in different octaves or using different finger positions. This will add richness and depth to your
playing.

4. Add Dynamics

Emphasizing dynamics can significantly enhance your performance. Experiment with playing softer
during the verses and building up intensity in the chorus. This contrast creates emotional highs and lows
that can captivate your audience.

5. Incorporate Arpeggios

Instead of playing simple block chords, try playing arpeggios. This involves playing the notes of a chord
sequentially rather than simultaneously. Arpeggios can add a flowing, lyrical quality to your performance,
making it more engaging.

The Emotional Connection of the Song

"As Time Goes By" is not just a collection of chords; it is a musical narrative that evokes feelings of nostalgia,
love, and the passage of time. The lyrics speak of enduring love and the inevitability of time, themes that
resonate universally.

When playing the song, focus on conveying these emotions through your interpretation. Reflect on the
lyrical content and let it guide your dynamics and phrasing. The ability to connect emotionally with a
piece of music is what makes it truly powerful.



Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering the As time goes by piano chords is an enriching endeavor that not only enhances
your technical skills but also deepens your appreciation for one of music’s most beloved standards. By
understanding the chords, their progressions, and the emotional depth of the song, you can deliver a
performance that resonates with both you and your audience.

Remember to practice regularly, experiment with different techniques, and most importantly, enjoy the
process of making music. Whether you’re performing for friends, family, or simply for your own
enjoyment, "As Time Goes By" is sure to evoke powerful emotions and create memorable musical
moments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic piano chords for 'As Time Goes By'?
The basic chords for 'As Time Goes By' include C, A7, Dm, G7, E7, and F.

Is 'As Time Goes By' played in a specific key?
'As Time Goes By' is commonly played in the key of C major.

Can beginners play 'As Time Goes By' on the piano?
Yes, 'As Time Goes By' is suitable for beginners, especially with simplified chords.

Where can I find sheet music for 'As Time Goes By'?
Sheet music for 'As Time Goes By' can be found on music websites, in music stores, or through online
platforms like MusicNotes.

What is the tempo of 'As Time Goes By'?
The tempo of 'As Time Goes By' is typically around 60-80 beats per minute, giving it a slow and romantic
feel.

Are there any online tutorials for playing 'As Time Goes By' on piano?
Yes, there are many online tutorials available on platforms like YouTube that guide you through playing
'As Time Goes By' on piano.



What is the significance of the song 'As Time Goes By'?
The song 'As Time Goes By' is significant as it became famous from the film 'Casablanca' and symbolizes
enduring love.

Can I use a capo when playing 'As Time Goes By' on piano?
A capo is not applicable to piano; however, you can transpose the chords to a different key if needed.
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