
author of song of roland

Author of Song of Roland has long been a topic of intrigue and scholarly debate. The "Song of Roland," or
"La Chanson de Roland," is an epic poem that stands as one of the most significant works of medieval
literature. Composed in Old French, it belongs to the genre of chansons de geste, which recounts the deeds
of heroic figures. This article will explore the author of the "Song of Roland," the historical context of the
work, its themes, and its enduring legacy.

Historical Context of the Song of Roland

The "Song of Roland" is believed to have been composed in the late 11th century, around 1090 AD, during
a time of great social and political change in Europe. The poem is set during the reign of Charlemagne, the
King of the Franks, and it reflects the values and ideals of chivalric culture that were emerging in
medieval Europe.

The Setting of the Poem

The narrative takes place during the Battle of Roncevaux Pass in 778 AD, where Charlemagne's rear
guard, led by the knight Roland, faces an overwhelming force of Saracens. The poem dramatizes themes of
loyalty, bravery, and sacrifice, portraying Roland as an archetype of the noble knight.

Influence of Historical Events

The poem was influenced by several historical events:

1. Charlemagne's Reign: Charlemagne's expansion of the Frankish Empire laid the groundwork for the
cultural and political landscape of medieval Europe.
2. The Crusades: The poem reflects the growing interest in holy wars and the conflict between Christians
and Muslims.
3. Feudalism: The emergence of feudal society is mirrored in the relationships between lords and vassals
depicted in the poem.

Authorship of the Song of Roland

The authorship of the "Song of Roland" remains uncertain, although it is widely attributed to a poet known



as "Turold." This attribution is based on the mention of the name "Turold" in one of the poem's final lines,
which has led scholars to speculate that he may have been the poet or perhaps a patron of the work.

Theories About the Author

Several theories surround the authorship of the "Song of Roland":

1. Turold as a Historical Figure: Some historians believe that Turold was a real individual, possibly a
minstrel or bard who lived during the time of the poem's composition.
2. Anonymous Authorship: Others argue that the poem was created by an anonymous poet, a common
occurrence in medieval literature, where many works were circulated without clear authorship.
3. Collective Creation: Some scholars suggest that the "Song of Roland" could have been the result of a
collective effort by a group of poets or oral storytellers who contributed to its development over time.

Literary Style and Techniques

The "Song of Roland" employs a variety of literary techniques that enhance its dramatic impact:

- Alliteration and Rhyme: The use of alliteration and a consistent rhyme scheme contributes to the poem's
musical quality, making it easier to memorize and recite.
- Repetition: Key phrases and themes are repeated throughout the poem, reinforcing the central ideas and
emotions.
- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of battle scenes, landscapes, and characters create an immersive experience
for the reader.

Thematic Elements of the Song of Roland

The "Song of Roland" encompasses a range of themes that resonate with its audience and provide insight
into medieval values.

Heroism and Valor

At its core, the poem celebrates the ideals of heroism and valor. Roland's unwavering bravery in the face of
overwhelming odds exemplifies the chivalric code that defined knightly conduct during the Middle Ages.
Some key points include:



- Sacrifice: Roland's decision to blow the olifant (horn) to summon help, even knowing it may lead to his
death, underscores the theme of sacrifice for the greater good.
- Loyalty: The bond between Roland and Charlemagne highlights the importance of loyalty among knights
and their lords.

Faith and Religion

The "Song of Roland" also emphasizes the role of faith in medieval life:

- Divine Providence: The poem suggests that divine intervention plays a crucial role in the outcome of
battles, with both Christians and Saracens invoking their respective deities.
- Martyrdom: Roland's death is portrayed as a martyrdom, reinforcing the idea that dying for one's faith is
the highest honor.

Conflict and Retribution

The poem explores the theme of conflict, particularly the struggle between Christians and Muslims. This is
illustrated through:

- The Battle of Roncevaux Pass: The conflict serves as a backdrop for the larger struggle between faiths,
with both sides depicted in a heroic light.
- Retribution: The poem concludes with the idea that vengeance is a moral imperative, as Charlemagne
ultimately seeks to avenge Roland's death.

Legacy and Influence

The "Song of Roland" has left an indelible mark on literature and culture, influencing countless works
throughout history.

Impact on Literature

1. Chansons de Geste: The poem established a template for other epic poems in the chanson de geste
tradition, inspiring works such as "The Song of the Cid" and "The Nibelungenlied."
2. Romantic Literature: Elements of the "Song of Roland" can be seen in later romantic literature, where
themes of chivalry and heroism continue to thrive.



Modern Adaptations

The story has been adapted in various forms, including:

- Theatrical Productions: Numerous adaptations have been produced for the stage, showcasing the timeless
appeal of the tale.
- Film and Television: The themes and characters have been reimagined in modern cinema and television,
often emphasizing the epic nature of the story.

Continued Scholarly Interest

The "Song of Roland" remains a subject of ongoing scholarly research. Academics continue to explore its
historical context, themes, and literary significance, leading to new interpretations and understandings of
the work.

Conclusion

The author of the Song of Roland may remain shrouded in mystery, but the poem itself continues to
resonate with audiences across generations. Through its exploration of themes such as heroism, faith, and
conflict, the "Song of Roland" offers a window into the values and beliefs of medieval society. As scholars
and enthusiasts delve deeper into its rich tapestry, the legacy of this epic poem endures, reminding us of
the power of storytelling in shaping cultural identity and historical memory.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'The Song of Roland'?
The author of 'The Song of Roland' is unknown, but it is believed to have been composed by an anonymous
French poet in the 11th century.

What is the historical context of 'The Song of Roland'?
'The Song of Roland' is set during the reign of Charlemagne and reflects the feudal values and conflicts of
the time, particularly the struggle between Christians and Muslims.



What literary form does 'The Song of Roland' take?
'The Song of Roland' is an epic poem, specifically a chanson de geste, which celebrates heroic deeds and the
values of chivalry.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Song of Roland'?
The main themes of 'The Song of Roland' include heroism, loyalty, betrayal, and the conflict between good
and evil.

How has 'The Song of Roland' influenced literature?
'The Song of Roland' has had a significant impact on the development of the epic genre and has inspired
many later works in medieval and modern literature.

What is the significance of Roland as a character?
Roland is portrayed as a paragon of knightly virtue, embodying bravery, loyalty to his lord, and the ideals
of chivalry, making him a lasting symbol in Western literature.

How is 'The Song of Roland' preserved and transmitted through history?
'The Song of Roland' has been preserved in various manuscripts and has been translated into multiple
languages, ensuring its continued relevance and study in literary circles.
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