
babe ruth career home runs
Babe Ruth career home runs are a defining aspect of one of baseball's most legendary figures.
George Herman "Babe" Ruth, often referred to as "The Sultan of Swat," revolutionized the game of
baseball with his extraordinary power-hitting abilities. His prowess at the plate captivated audiences
and transformed the way the game was played. Ruth's career home runs not only contributed to his
status as a baseball icon but also significantly influenced the sport's popularity in the early 20th
century.

Early Life and Career Beginnings

Background

Babe Ruth was born on February 6, 1895, in Baltimore, Maryland. Growing up in a working-class
neighborhood, Ruth's early life was marked by challenges. His father owned a saloon, and his mother
was a homemaker. At the age of seven, Ruth was sent to St. Mary's Industrial School for Boys, a
reformatory school, where he began playing baseball.

Professional Debut

Ruth's professional baseball career began in 1914 when he signed with the Baltimore Orioles, a minor
league team. His impressive pitching skills quickly caught the attention of major league scouts. In
1914, he was purchased by the Boston Red Sox, where he began to hone his skills as a pitcher and,
eventually, a hitter.

Transformation into a Home Run Hitter

Early Success with the Red Sox

During his time with the Boston Red Sox, Ruth established himself as one of the premier pitchers in
the league. However, it wasn't long before his incredible hitting ability began to shine through. By the
1919 season, Ruth's transition to a full-time outfielder allowed him to focus more on hitting, leading to
a remarkable increase in home run production.

Breaking Records

In 1919, Ruth hit 29 home runs, setting a new record for the most home runs in a single season at
that time. This achievement marked the beginning of a new era in baseball, as fans were enthralled



by the long ball. His ability to hit home runs consistently changed the dynamics of the game and
attracted more fans to the ballpark.

The New York Yankees Era

Joining the Yankees

In December 1919, Ruth was sold to the New York Yankees, a move that would solidify his legacy as
one of the greatest players in baseball history. The Yankees were struggling at the time, but Ruth's
arrival marked the start of a new chapter for the franchise.

Home Run King

Ruth's impact on the Yankees was immediate and profound. From 1920 to 1934, he became the face
of the team and the sport, leading the league in home runs multiple times. His most notable seasons
include:

- 1920: 54 home runs
- 1921: 59 home runs
- 1927: 60 home runs (setting a single-season record that would stand for 34 years)

His 1927 season remains one of the most celebrated in baseball history, as he became the first player
to hit 60 home runs in a single season—a feat that symbolized the power and excitement of the era.

Legacy and Impact

Statistical Achievements

Babe Ruth retired from baseball in 1935 with a total of 714 career home runs, a record that stood for
several decades. His home run record was only surpassed in 1974 by Hank Aaron. Ruth's career
statistics include:

- Batting Average: .342
- On-Base Percentage: .474
- Slugging Percentage: .690
- Games Played: 2,503
- Runs Batted In (RBIs): 2,214

His home run total and overall offensive production have made him a benchmark for future
generations of power hitters.



Cultural Impact

Babe Ruth's influence extended beyond the baseball diamond. He became a cultural icon, symbolizing
the Roaring Twenties in America. His larger-than-life personality, remarkable talent, and philanthropic
endeavors helped him transcend the sport. Ruth's story was one of triumph over adversity, and he
became an inspiration to countless fans, especially young aspiring athletes.

Ruth's Home Run Milestones

Throughout his illustrious career, Babe Ruth reached several significant milestones that highlight his
power-hitting legacy:

1. First Home Run: Ruth hit his first major league home run on May 6, 1915, as a member of the
Boston Red Sox.
2. 100th Home Run: He achieved this milestone on July 18, 1921, becoming the first player in history
to reach 100 home runs.
3. 200th Home Run: On June 15, 1925, Ruth hit his 200th home run, further solidifying his status as a
premier power hitter.
4. 300th Home Run: Ruth reached this milestone on August 11, 1930.
5. 400th Home Run: He hit his 400th home run on July 27, 1934.
6. 700th Home Run: Ruth became the first player to reach 700 career home runs on September 30,
1934.

Conclusion

Babe Ruth's career home runs are more than just a statistical achievement; they represent a
transformative era in baseball and American culture. His ability to connect with fans through his
incredible talent and larger-than-life persona made him a national treasure. Ruth's legacy continues
to inspire future generations of players and fans alike, reminding us of the joy and excitement that
baseball brings.

As we reflect on Babe Ruth's career, it is essential to recognize the profound impact he had on the
game itself. His home runs not only changed the way baseball was played but also helped to establish
the sport as America's pastime. The excitement generated by his long balls paved the way for future
power hitters and solidified the importance of home runs in baseball strategy.

In understanding Babe Ruth's career home runs, we gain insight into the evolution of the game, the
changing dynamics of sports culture, and the enduring legacy of one of the greatest athletes in
history. Ruth's name will forever be synonymous with power hitting, and his record will always be a
benchmark for aspiring sluggers in the world of baseball.

Frequently Asked Questions



How many career home runs did Babe Ruth hit?
Babe Ruth hit a total of 714 career home runs during his Major League Baseball career.

What years did Babe Ruth play in the MLB?
Babe Ruth played in the MLB from 1914 to 1935.

How did Babe Ruth's home run record influence baseball?
Babe Ruth's home run record helped popularize the long ball and changed the way the game was
played, leading to a more offense-oriented style.

Who broke Babe Ruth's home run record?
Babe Ruth's home run record was broken by Hank Aaron, who hit 755 home runs.

What was Babe Ruth's career home run average per season?
Babe Ruth averaged 11.8 home runs per season over his 22-year career.
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