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Backwoods Home Magazine 56 Mar Apr 1999 is a significant publication that appeals to a diverse audience
interested in self-sufficiency, homesteading, and sustainable living. This issue, which is part of the long-
standing series of Backwoods Home Magazine, offers readers a treasure trove of information, practical
advice, and inspiring stories. Over the years, Backwoods Home Magazine has solidified its reputation as a
valuable resource for those looking to live more independently and embrace a simpler lifestyle. In this
article, we will delve into the contents of the March/April 1999 issue, exploring its key articles, themes,
and the overall impact of the publication on its readers.

Overview of Backwoods Home Magazine

Backwoods Home Magazine was founded by Dave Duffy and his wife, Becky, in 1989. The magazine
quickly gained a loyal following, thanks to its focus on practical skills, DIY projects, and the philosophy of
living off the land. Each issue contains a wide variety of articles that cater to the needs of its readers,
ranging from gardening tips to woodworking projects.

The Significance of Issue 56

The March/April 1999 issue, known as Issue 56, is notable for several reasons. It encapsulates the essence of
the magazine's mission: to educate and inspire individuals who wish to lead a more self-reliant lifestyle.
The articles in this issue reflect the challenges and triumphs of homesteading, as well as the importance of
community and shared knowledge among like-minded individuals.

Key Articles in Backwoods Home Magazine 56

This issue features a variety of articles, each providing insights and practical advice. Here are some of the
standout pieces:

Homemade Soap: A Simple Guide - This article walks readers through the process of making their
own soap, emphasizing the benefits of using natural ingredients and the satisfaction of creating
personal care products at home.

The Art of Canning - A comprehensive guide to canning, this article covers everything from
selecting the right jars to ensuring food safety, making it an essential read for anyone interested in



preserving their harvest.

Building a Smokehouse - For those interested in food preservation and flavor enhancement, this
article provides step-by-step instructions on constructing a smokehouse, along with tips for smoking
various types of meat.

Raising Chickens for Eggs - This informative piece discusses the benefits of raising backyard
chickens, including egg production, pest control, and companionship, while also addressing common
concerns and questions.

Self-Sufficient Gardening - The article outlines techniques for creating a thriving garden that can
sustain a family, focusing on organic practices and crop rotation to maximize yield and minimize
environmental impact.

Practical Tips and Techniques

In addition to the key articles, Issue 56 is filled with practical tips and techniques that readers can easily
implement in their daily lives. Some of these include:

Natural Pest Control: Strategies for managing pests in the garden without the use of harmful1.
chemicals.

Composting Basics: A beginner's guide to composting, explaining the benefits of compost and how to2.
create a compost pile.

Water Conservation: Tips on how to effectively collect and utilize rainwater for gardening and other3.
household needs.

DIY Herbal Remedies: Simple recipes for making herbal tinctures and salves from common plants.4.

The Philosophy of Self-Sufficiency

Backwoods Home Magazine promotes a philosophy of self-sufficiency that resonates deeply with many of
its readers. This issue emphasizes the importance of taking control of one’s own food sources, energy needs,
and health. The articles encourage readers to embrace a mindset of independence, highlighting the
satisfaction that comes from learning new skills and relying less on commercial products and services.



Community and Sharing Knowledge

One of the core values of Backwoods Home Magazine is the importance of community. The magazine
fosters a sense of belonging among its readers, many of whom share similar goals of self-reliance and
sustainable living. This issue encourages readers to connect with others in their communities, exchange
knowledge, and support one another in their homesteading endeavors.

Reader Contributions and Experiences

Backwoods Home Magazine has always valued the contributions of its readers. Issue 56 features letters and
stories from readers who share their own experiences and successes in homesteading. These contributions
often provide inspiration and motivation for others to embark on their own journeys toward self-
sufficiency.

Impact on Readers

The impact of Backwoods Home Magazine 56 is profound. Many readers have reported that the magazine
has changed their lives by providing them with the information and confidence they needed to pursue a
more self-sufficient lifestyle. From starting a backyard garden to building their own smokehouse, the
practical advice and encouragement found within its pages have led many to make significant changes in
how they live.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Backwoods Home Magazine 56 Mar Apr 1999 is not just a publication; it is a guide for those
seeking to embrace a more self-reliant lifestyle. The articles, practical tips, and community focus
encapsulate the essence of what it means to live sustainably and independently. By sharing knowledge and
experiences, the magazine continues to inspire generations of readers to take control of their lives and
pursue their dreams of self-sufficiency. Whether you are a seasoned homesteader or just starting your
journey, this issue and others like it remain invaluable resources for anyone interested in living a simpler,
more fulfilling life.

Frequently Asked Questions



What are the main themes covered in Backwoods Home Magazine's
March/April 1999 issue?
The March/April 1999 issue covers themes such as self-sufficiency, homesteading, sustainable living, and
practical skills for rural living.

Who were some of the featured authors in the March/April 1999 issue of
Backwoods Home Magazine?
Featured authors included well-known contributors like Dave Duffy, and various experts in homesteading
and self-reliance.

What type of DIY projects are highlighted in Backwoods Home
Magazine's Mar/Apr 1999 issue?
The issue highlights various DIY projects including building outdoor structures, gardening techniques, and
food preservation methods.

How does Backwoods Home Magazine address food preservation in the
March/April 1999 issue?
The magazine provides detailed articles on techniques such as canning, drying, and fermenting food to help
readers stock their pantries.

Are there any survival tips included in the March/April 1999 issue of
Backwoods Home Magazine?
Yes, the issue includes survival tips focusing on emergency preparedness, foraging, and essential skills for
living off the land.

What gardening advice is offered in the March/April 1999 issue of
Backwoods Home Magazine?
The magazine offers advice on planting schedules, companion planting, and organic pest control methods
suitable for spring gardening.

Does Backwoods Home Magazine feature any reader submissions in the
March/April 1999 issue?
Yes, the issue includes a section for reader-submitted articles and letters sharing personal experiences and



homesteading tips.

What is the significance of Backwoods Home Magazine in the context of
the 1990s homesteading movement?
Backwoods Home Magazine played a crucial role in the 1990s homesteading movement by providing
practical information, inspiration, and a community for those seeking self-sufficient lifestyles.
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