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THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE IS A VITAL DOCUMENT THAT OUTLINES THE CORE BELIEFS AND PRACTICES OF THE SOUTHERN
BaPTIST ConVENTION (SBC). T SERVES AS A STATEMENT OF FAITH THAT REFLECTS THE THEOLOGICAL POSITIONS OF
BAPTISTS AND PROVIDES GUIDANCE FOR INDIVIDUAL BELIEVERS AND CONGREGATIONS. THIS STUDY GUIDE AIMS TO FACILITATE A
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, EXPLORING ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT, KEY DOCTRINES, AND
PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR CHURCH LIFE AND PERSONAL FAITH.

HisToricAL CONTEXT

THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE HAS EVOLVED THROUGH VARIOUS REVISIONS SINCE ITS INITIAL ADOPTION IN 1925, EACH
REVISION REFLECTS THE CHANGING CULTURAL AND THEOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE TIMES WHILE REMAINING ROOTED IN
SCRIPTURE. UNDERSTANDING THIS HISTORICAL CONTEXT IS CRUCIAL FOR COMPREHENDING ITS SIGNIFICANCE TODAY.

ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT

1. 1925 VERSION: THE INITIAL DOCUMENT WAS CREATED TO PROVIDE A CLEAR ARTICULATION OF BAPTIST BELIEFS IN
RESPONSE TO MODERNIST THEOLOGICAL TRENDS THAT QUESTIONED TRADITIONAL DOCTRINES.

2. 1963 RevisIoN: THE SECOND VERSION AIMED TO ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY ISSUES FACING THE CHURCH, SUCH AS THE
SOCIAL GOSPEL AND THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN SOCIETY.

3. 2000 RevIsSION: THE MOST RECENT UPDATE REINFORCED TRADITIONAL BAPTIST DOCTRINES AND CLARIFIED POSITIONS ON
ISSUES SUCH AS THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE AND THE SANCTITY OF LIFE.

IMPORTANCE OF THE DOCUMENT

THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE SERVES SEVERAL IMPORTANT FUNCTIONS:

- UNITY: IT FOSTERS UNITY AMONG SOUTHERN BAPTISTS BY PROVIDING A COMMON FRAMEWORK FOR BELIEFS.

- IDENTITY: |T HELPS DEFINE WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A BAPTIST, DISTINGUISHING BAPTIST BELIEFS FROM OTHER CHRISTIAN
DENOMINATIONS.

- GUIDANCE: |T OFFERS DIRECTION FOR CHURCHES IN MATTERS OF DOCTRINE, ETHICS, AND MINISTRY.

Core DocCTRINES OF THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE

THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE ENCOMPASSES SEVERAL KEY DOCTRINES THAT ARE FOUNDATIONAL TO THE FAITH OF
SOUTHERN BAPTISTS. THESE CORE BELIEFS ARE CATEGORIZED INTO SECTIONS THAT ADDRESS VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THEOLOGY.

SCRIPTURE

- AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE: THE DOCUMENT ASSERTS THAT THE BIBLE IS THE INSPIRED W/ ORD OF GOD AND SERVES AS THE
ULTIMATE AUTHORITY FOR FAITH AND PRACTICE.

- INERRANCY: IT EMPHASIZES THAT SCRIPTURE IS WITHOUT ERROR IN ITS ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS AND IS RELIABLE IN ALL
MATTERS IT ADDRESSES.



Gop

- THE TRINITY: THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE AFFIRMS THE BELIEF IN ONE GOD WHO EXISTS IN THREE PERSONS: THE FATHER,
THE SON, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT.
- GoD’s SOVEREIGNTY: |T ACKNOWLEDGES GOD’'S SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL CREATION AND HIS ACTIVE ROLE IN THE WORLD.

Jesus CHRIST

- INCARNATION: THE DOCUMENT STATES THAT JESUS CHRIST IS THE SON OF GOD, FULLY DIVINE AND FULLY HUMAN.
- ATONEMENT: |IT AFFIRMS THAT CHRIST'S DEATH ON THE CROSS PROVIDES THE MEANS FOR HUMANITY'S RECONCILIATION WITH
Gob.

SALVATION

- GRACE THROUGH FAITH: SALVATION IS PRESENTED AS A GIFT FROM GOD, RECEIVED THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.
- REPENTANCE: THE NECESSITY OF REPENTANCE FROM SIN IS HIGHLIGHTED AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE SALVATION EXPERIENCE.

THe CHURCH

- AuToNoMY oF THE LocAL CHURCH: EACH CHURCH IS SELF-GOVERNING, WITH THE FREEDOM TO MAKE DECISIONS BASED ON ITS
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE.

- BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER: THESE ORDINANCES ARE RECOGNIZED AS ESSENTIAL PRACTICES THAT SYMBOLIZE A
BELIEVER'S FAITH AND COMMITMENT TO CHRIST.

LAST THINGS

- RETURN OF CHRIST: THE DOCUMENT AFFIRMS THE BELIEF IN THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST/ WHEN HE WILL RETURN TO JUDGE
THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.

- ETERNAL STATE: IT STATES THAT BELIEVERS WILL ENJOY ETERNAL LIFE WITH GOD, WHILE THOSE WHO REJECT CHRIST WILL
FACE ETERNAL SEPARATION.

PrRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR CHURCH LIFE

THE BELIEFS OUTLINED IN THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE HAVE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH AND
ITS MEMBERS. UNDERSTANDING THESE APPLICATIONS CAN HELP BELIEVERS LIVE OUT THEIR FAITH MORE EFFECTIVELY.

DocTRrRINAL TEACHING

- SUNDAY SCHooL AND BIBLE STUDIES: CHURCHES CAN USE THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE AS A CURRICULUM FRAMEW ORK,
ENSURING THAT TEACHING ALIGNS WITH CORE BELIEFS.

- PREACHING: PASTORS CAN REFERENCE THE DOCUMENT TO GUIDE THEIR SERMONS, ENSURING THAT THEY REMAIN FAITHFUL TO
BAPTIST DOCTRINE.



CHURCH GOVERNANCE

- CONGREGATIONAL INVOLVEMENT: THE AUTONOMY OF LOCAL CHURCHES ENCOURAGES CONGREGATIONAL PARTICIPATION IN
DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES, REFLECTING BAPTIST VALUES OF DEMOCRACY AND ACCOUNTARBILITY.

- LEADERSHIP: CHURCH LEADERS ARE CALLED TO UPHOLD THE TENETS OF THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, PROVIDING SOUND
DOCTRINE AND MORAL INTEGRITY.

MissioN AND OUTREACH

- EVANGELISM: THE BELIEF IN SALVATION THROUGH CHRIST COMPELS CHURCHES TO ENGAGE IN EVANGELISM AND OUTREACH,
FULFILLING THE GREAT COMMISSION.

- SocIAL RESPONSIBILITY: THE DOCUMENT ENCOURAGES CHURCHES TO ADDRESS SOCIAL ISSUES WHILE MAINTAINING A BIBLICAL
WORLDVIEW , PROMOTING JUSTICE AND COMPASSION.

STUDYING THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE

ToO GAIN A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS CAN ENGAGE IN VARIOUS
STUDY METHODS:

BisLe STupy GrROUPS

- Discussion: FORM SMALL GROUPS TO DISCUSS EACH SECTION OF THE DOCUMENT, ENCOURAGING MEMBERS TO SHARE INSIGHTS
AND QUESTIONS.

- SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES: USE THE SCRIPTURES REFERENCED IN THE DOCUMENT TO EXPLORE BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR EACH
BELIEF.

PERSONAL STUDY

- READING: INDIVIDUALS CAN READ THE DOCUMENT ALONGSIDE THE BIBLE, TAKING NOTES ON HOW EACH DOCTRINE IS SUPPORTED
BY SCRIPTURE.
- REFLECTION: ENCOURAGE PERSONAL REFLECTION ON HOW THE BELIEFS IMPACT ONE'S DAILY LIFE AND FAITH JOURNEY.

W/ ORKSHOPS AND SEMINARS

- TRAINING SESSIONS: CHURCHES CAN HOST WORKSHOPS TO EDUCATE MEMBERS ON THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE AND ITS
SIGNIFICANCE.
- GUEST SPEAKERS: INVITE THEOLOGIANS OR PASTORS TO LEAD DISCUSSIONS ON SPECIFIC TOPICS RELATED TO THE DOCUMENT.

CoNCLUSION

THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE SERVES AS A CORNERSTONE FOR UNDERSTANDING BAPTIST BELIEFS AND PRACTICES WITHIN
THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. BY STUDYING ITS CONTENTS, BELIEVERS CAN GAIN CLARITY ON ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES,
STRENGTHEN THEIR FAITH, AND ENHANCE THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN CHURCH LIFE. THROUGH VARIOUS METHODS OF STUDY AND
ENGAGEMENT, INDIVIDUALS AND CONGREGATIONS CAN EMBODY THE TEACHINGS OF THIS IMPORTANT DOCUMENT, FOSTERING UNITY
AND COMMITMENT TO THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH. ULTIMATELY, THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE NOT ONLY SHAPES



DOCTRINAL TEACHING BUT ALSO GUIDES THE EVERYDAY LIVES OF BELIEVERS AS THEY SEEK TO FOLLOW CHRIST AND FULFILL THE
CALLING OF THE CHURCH IN THE \WORLD.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE?

THe BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE IS A STATEMENT OF FAITH THAT OUTLINES THE BELIEFS AND DOCTRINES HELD BY SOUTHERN
BAPTISTS. IT SERVES AS A GUIDE FOR TEACHING AND A UNIFYING DOCUMENT FOR CHURCHES WITHIN THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST
CONVENTION.

How CAN A STUDY GUIDE HELP IN UNDERSTANDING THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE?

A STUDY GUIDE CAN PROVIDE STRUCTURED LESSONS, DISCUSSION QUESTIONS, AND CONTEXT FOR EACH ARTICLE IN THE
BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE, HELPING INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS TO DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF BAPTIST BELIEFS AND
APPLY THEM TO THEIR FAITH PRACTICE.

\WHAT ARE THE KEY THEMES COVERED IN THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE?

KEY THEMES INCLUDE THE AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE, THE NATURE OF GOD, SALVATION, THE CHURCH, AND THE ORDINANCES OF
BAPTISM AND THE LORD’S SUPPER. EACH THEME REFLECTS CORE BAPTIST BELIEFS AND PRACTICES.

Is THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE UPDATED REGULARLY?

YES, THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE HAS BEEN REVISED SEVERAL TIMES, WITH THE MOST RECENT EDITION ADOPTED IN 2000.
UPDATES REFLECT THEOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS AND CULTURAL CHANGES WHILE MAINTAINING CORE BAPTIST PRINCIPLES.

\W/HAT RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE FOR STUDYING THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE?

RESOURCES INCLUDE OFFICIAL SOUTHERN BAPTIST MATERIALS, BOOKS WRITTEN BY THEOLOGIANS, ONLINE COURSES, AND
DISCUSSION GROUPS. MANY CHURCHES ALSO PROVIDE TAILORED STUDY GUIDES FOR THEIR CONGREGATIONS.

CAN THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE BE USED FOR PERSONAL STUDY?

ABSOLUTELY! INDIVIDUALS CAN USE THE BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE FOR PERSONAL STUDY, REFLECTION, AND SPIRITUAL
GROWTH, AS IT PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF BAPTIST DOCTRINE AND ENCOURAGES DEEPER ENGAGEMENT W/ITH
SCRIPTURE.
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