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Barefoot in the Park is a delightful romantic comedy play written by Neil
Simon, which premiered in 1963. The play has become a classic of American
theater, celebrated for its witty dialogue, engaging characters, and
relatable themes. In this article, we will explore the background of Neil
Simon, the plot of "Barefoot in the Park," its characters, themes, and its
impact on theater and popular culture.

Background of Neil Simon

Neil Simon was born on July 4, 1927, in The Bronx, New York City. He grew up
in a Jewish family during the Great Depression, which profoundly influenced
his writing. Simon began his career as a television writer in the 1950s,
contributing to shows such as "Your Show of Shows" and "The Phil Silvers
Show." His success in television paved the way for his transition to
playwriting.

Over his career, Simon became one of the most prolific and successful
playwrights in American history. He wrote over 30 plays and numerous
screenplays, earning accolades such as the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and
multiple Tony Awards. His works often explore themes of love, relationships,
and the complexities of human behavior, making them relatable to a broad
audience.

Plot Summary of Barefoot in the Park

"Barefoot in the Park"™ is set in New York City during the 1960s and revolves

around the newlywed couple, Paul and Corie Bratter. The play unfolds in five

acts, with each act revealing the couple's experiences in their first week of
marriage.

Act 1: The Newlyweds' Apartment

The play opens in the cozy but modest apartment that Paul and Corie have
rented in a brownstone building. The couple's contrasting personalities are
immediately apparent: Paul is a conservative and practical lawyer, while
Corie is an adventurous and free-spirited woman. Despite their differences,
they are deeply in love and excited to start their life together.

As they settle into their new home, Corie dreams of a carefree life filled
with spontaneity, while Paul is more concerned with the practicalities of
their living situation. The apartment has several quirks, including a lack of
heat and a leaky roof, which become points of contention between the couple.

Act 2: The Mother-In-Law

The plot thickens when Corie's mother, Ethel, comes to visit. Ethel is a
widow who is protective of her daughter and often meddles in her affairs. The



introduction of Ethel adds tension to the couple's dynamic, as Corie feels
torn between her love for Paul and her loyalty to her mother. The
generational differences and the comedic misunderstandings that ensue
highlight the challenges of merging two families together.

Act 3: The Neighbor

The couple's neighbor, Victor Velasco, i1s an eccentric and charming man who
adds a layer of complexity to the story. His flirtatious nature and carefree
attitude appeal to Corie, who finds herself drawn to his free-spirited
lifestyle. This creates a rift between Paul and Corie, as Paul becomes
increasingly frustrated with the attention Corie is giving to Victor.

Act 4: The Turning Point

As the play progresses, the couple faces mounting tension and
misunderstandings. The comedic situations escalate, leading to a climax where
Paul and Corie confront their differences and the reality of their
relationship. They must decide whether their love can withstand the
challenges they face as a couple.

Act 5: Resolution

In the final act, Paul and Corie come to a deeper understanding of each
other. They learn to appreciate their differences and find common ground. The
play concludes on a hopeful note, emphasizing the importance of
communication, compromise, and love in a successful marriage.

Character Analysis

"Barefoot in the Park" features a cast of memorable characters that
contribute to the play's humor and emotional depth.

e Paul Bratter: Portrayed as the sensible and responsible partner, Paul
epitomizes the struggles of balancing practicality with the desire for
romance. His character development throughout the play highlights the
importance of flexibility and understanding in relationships.

e Corie Bratter: Corie is the embodiment of youthful exuberance and
spontaneity. She represents the idealistic view of love, believing in
the power of passion and adventure. Her growth throughout the play
reflects the journey many couples take as they navigate the realities of
married life.

e Ethel: Corie's mother, Ethel, serves as a comedic foil to the younger
couple. Her protective nature and contrasting outlook on life provide
insight into the generational divide that often exists within families.



e Victor Velasco: The charming neighbor, Victor is a symbol of freedom and
unrestrained living. His character challenges the Bratters'
relationship, forcing them to confront their feelings and priorities.

Themes in Barefoot in the Park

"Barefoot in the Park" explores several significant themes that resonate with
audiences, making it timeless and relatable.

1. Love and Relationships: At its core, the play is a romantic comedy that
examines the complexities of love. It shows how love can be both
exhilarating and challenging, as couples navigate their differences and
learn to compromise.

2. Generational Conflict: The interactions between Corie, Paul, and Ethel
highlight the generational differences in attitudes toward love and
marriage. The play illustrates how these differences can create tension
but also provide opportunities for growth and understanding.

3. Independence vs. Dependence: The characters' struggles with independence
and dependence reflect a broader societal conversation about
relationships. The play encourages a balance between individuality and
togetherness, emphasizing that both are essential for a healthy
partnership.

4. Comedy and Misunderstanding: Simon masterfully uses humor to explore
serious themes. The comedic misunderstandings and mishaps serve as a
reminder that laughter can often alleviate tension and bring people
closer together.

Impact on Theater and Popular Culture

"Barefoot in the Park" was a significant success upon its release, running
for over 1,500 performances on Broadway. Its popularity led to a film
adaptation in 1967, starring Robert Redford and Jane Fonda, which further
cemented its place in American pop culture. Neil Simon's unique ability to
blend humor with poignant themes has influenced countless playwrights and
screenwriters in the years since.

The play continues to be performed in theaters worldwide, resonating with new
generations of audiences. Its exploration of love, relationships, and the
joys and challenges of marriage ensures that it remains relevant in
contemporary discussions about romance and partnership.



Conclusion

In conclusion, "Barefoot in the Park" is a timeless romantic comedy that
showcases Neil Simon's brilliance as a playwright. Through its engaging
characters, witty dialogue, and relatable themes, the play captures the
essence of love and the complexities of human relationships. As audiences
continue to find joy and laughter in the Bratters' journey, Simon's work
remains a cherished part of American theater history. Whether on stage or in
film, "Barefoot in the Park" will undoubtedly continue to entertain and
inspire for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Barefoot in the Park' by
Neil Simon?
The main theme of 'Barefoot in the Park' revolves around the challenges and

joys of newlywed life, highlighting the contrast between different
personalities and the journey of love and compromise.

Who are the main characters in 'Barefoot in the
Park'?

The main characters are Paul Bratter, a straight-laced lawyer, and his free-
spirited wife, Corrie Bratter, who navigate the ups and downs of their
marriage in their tiny New York City apartment.

When was 'Barefoot in the Park' first performed?

'Barefoot in the Park' was first performed on Broadway on February 1963 and
quickly became one of Neil Simon's most famous works.

What role does the setting play in 'Barefoot in the
Park'?
The setting, a small and cramped apartment in New York City, symbolizes the

challenges of the couple's new life together, reflecting their struggle with
space, intimacy, and the reality of marriage.

How does Neil Simon use humor in 'Barefoot in the
Park'?

Neil Simon uses humor in 'Barefoot in the Park' to address serious topics
like love, conflict, and communication, often through witty dialogue and
comedic situations that bring levity to the characters' struggles.

What is the significance of the title 'Barefoot in
the Park'?

The title 'Barefoot in the Park' suggests a sense of freedom and spontaneity,



reflecting the carefree nature of love and the desire to embrace life’s
simple pleasures, which contrasts with the more serious aspects of adult
responsibilities.
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