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be still my soul mormon tabernacle choir is a cherished hymn performed by the renowned
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, celebrated for its serene melody and comforting lyrics. This article
explores the origins and significance of the hymn "Be Still My Soul," the history and influence of the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir, and the unique qualities that make their rendition of this piece so
memorable. It also delves into the musical arrangement, lyrical themes, and the impact this
performance has had on audiences worldwide. By examining the interplay between the hymn and
the choir’s rich tradition, this article provides a comprehensive understanding of why this
combination resonates deeply with listeners. The following sections will outline the hymn’s
background, the choir’s legacy, and the specific characteristics of their interpretation of "Be Still My
Soul."
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Origins and Meaning of "Be Still My Soul"
The hymn "Be Still My Soul" traces its origins to the 18th century, originally penned as a German
poem titled "Stille meine Wille, dein Jesus hilft siegen" by Katharina Amalia Dorothea von Schlegel.
The English version widely known today was translated by Jane Laurie Borthwick in the 19th
century. This hymn is well-regarded for its message of peace and trust in divine providence during
times of hardship. The lyrics encourage believers to find calm and assurance in God’s eternal plan,
offering solace amid life’s trials.

Historical Background
"Be Still My Soul" was first introduced in a German Lutheran context before becoming popular in
English-speaking Christian communities. Its enduring appeal lies in its poetic expression of faith and
surrender, themes that resonate across denominations. The hymn’s text has been paired with
various melodies; however, the tune most commonly associated with it is "Finlandia," composed by
Jean Sibelius, which adds a majestic and contemplative tone to the words.

Significance in Christian Worship
This hymn is frequently included in worship services, funerals, and spiritual ceremonies due to its



comforting message. It serves as a reminder to maintain inner peace and trust in a higher power,
making it especially meaningful during times of uncertainty or grief. The hymn’s popularity in
religious settings underscores its role as a spiritual anchor for many believers worldwide.

The Legacy of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir, now known as The Tabernacle Choir at Temple Square, is one of the
most distinguished and enduring choral ensembles in the world. Established in 1847, the choir has a
rich history of performing sacred music and uplifting hymns, gaining international acclaim for its
polished performances and expansive repertoire. Their interpretations of traditional hymns,
including "Be Still My Soul," have become iconic within both religious and musical communities.

Historical Development
Originating in Salt Lake City, Utah, the choir was formed shortly after the arrival of the Latter-day
Saints pioneers. Over the decades, it grew from a local community choir into a professional
ensemble known for its precision and emotive power. The choir has performed at prestigious venues
worldwide and has been featured in numerous recordings, radio broadcasts, and television specials,
broadening its influence far beyond its initial religious context.

Mission and Values
The choir’s mission centers on sharing messages of faith, hope, and peace through music. This focus
aligns closely with the spiritual themes found in "Be Still My Soul," making the hymn a natural part
of their repertoire. The choir emphasizes musical excellence, spiritual upliftment, and community
outreach, reflecting its commitment to both artistic quality and religious inspiration.

Musical Arrangement and Performance
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s rendition of "Be Still My Soul" is distinguished by its rich
harmonies, dynamic range, and sensitive interpretation. Their arrangement typically features full
choral sections supported by orchestral accompaniment, which enhances the hymn’s solemn and
reflective character. The choir’s disciplined execution and emotional depth contribute to the
powerful impact of their performance.

Choral Structure and Harmony
The arrangement often includes SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) voices, allowing for complex
harmonization and a full-bodied sound. The choir’s ability to blend voices seamlessly creates a warm
and enveloping atmosphere that reinforces the hymn’s message of calm and reassurance. The
careful balance between volume and softness during the performance helps to convey the hymn’s
contemplative mood.



Instrumental Accompaniment
Accompaniment for the choir is typically provided by an orchestra or organ, adding depth and
texture to the piece. The use of strings and brass instruments can highlight the hymn’s emotional
highs and lows, while the organ’s majestic tones underscore its sacred nature. This orchestration
complements the choir’s voices, creating a cohesive and stirring musical experience.

Lyrical Themes and Spiritual Significance
The lyrics of "Be Still My Soul" focus on themes such as trust, patience, and divine guidance. The
hymn encourages listeners to surrender their worries and to find peace in God’s unwavering
presence. These spiritual themes resonate deeply within the context of the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir’s performances, which often aim to inspire faith and comfort.

Trust Amid Adversity
The hymn’s repeated calls to “be still” emphasize the importance of inner calm in the face of
external challenges. By advocating for spiritual steadiness, the lyrics offer a framework for coping
with life’s difficulties through faith. This message aligns with broader Christian teachings on hope
and perseverance.

Hope and Eternal Perspective
Another key theme is the assurance of eternal life and the eventual resolution of earthly sorrows.
The hymn’s text reminds listeners that present troubles are temporary and that ultimate peace can
be found in the divine. This perspective provides comfort and reassurance, reinforcing the hymn’s
enduring popularity.

Impact and Reception of the Choir’s Rendition
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s performance of "Be Still My Soul" has been widely praised for its
emotional resonance and musical excellence. It has been featured in numerous recordings,
broadcasts, and live concerts, reaching audiences around the globe. The choir’s interpretation has
helped to popularize the hymn and introduce its message to new generations.

Audience Reception
Listeners often describe the choir’s rendition as profoundly moving and spiritually uplifting. The
combination of the choir’s artistry and the hymn’s message creates a powerful experience that
resonates in both religious and secular contexts. Many use recordings of the performance for
personal meditation, worship, and comfort during difficult times.



Influence on Sacred Music
The performance has also influenced other choirs and musicians, setting a high standard for the
interpretation of traditional hymns. The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s approach demonstrates how
sacred music can be both artistically sophisticated and deeply meaningful. Their rendition of "Be
Still My Soul" remains a benchmark within the genre.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Be Still My Soul' as performed by the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir?
'Be Still My Soul' is a hymn performed by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, known for its soothing
melody and spiritual lyrics that encourage faith and peace in difficult times.

Where can I listen to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's version
of 'Be Still My Soul'?
You can listen to the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's rendition of 'Be Still My Soul' on streaming
platforms like YouTube, Spotify, and the official Mormon Tabernacle Choir website.

What is the history behind the hymn 'Be Still My Soul' sung by
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir?
The hymn 'Be Still My Soul' was originally a Finnish poem written by Katharina von Schlegel in the
18th century. The Mormon Tabernacle Choir has performed it as part of their sacred music
repertoire, bringing a rich choral arrangement to the timeless piece.

Who composed the music for 'Be Still My Soul' as performed
by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir?
The melody commonly used for 'Be Still My Soul' is 'Finlandia,' composed by Jean Sibelius. The
Mormon Tabernacle Choir performs the hymn using this well-known tune.



What makes the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's performance of
'Be Still My Soul' unique?
The Mormon Tabernacle Choir's performance is characterized by its rich harmonies, powerful choral
arrangement, and emotional delivery that enhances the hymn's message of comfort and faith.

Has the Mormon Tabernacle Choir released a recording album
featuring 'Be Still My Soul'?
Yes, 'Be Still My Soul' has been included in several Mormon Tabernacle Choir albums that feature
inspirational and sacred music collections.

Can I find sheet music for 'Be Still My Soul' arranged by the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir?
Sheet music arranged in the style of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir may be available through official
choir publications or music distributors specializing in choral arrangements.

What is the significance of 'Be Still My Soul' in Mormon
culture or worship?
While 'Be Still My Soul' is not exclusive to Mormon worship, it resonates with themes of faith,
patience, and divine peace, which align closely with LDS beliefs and is often appreciated in their
musical performances.

Have any notable soloists performed 'Be Still My Soul' with the
Mormon Tabernacle Choir?
Yes, the Mormon Tabernacle Choir often features talented soloists during their performances of 'Be
Still My Soul,' adding depth and emotional nuance to the hymn.

How does the Mormon Tabernacle Choir's 'Be Still My Soul'
inspire listeners?
The choir's powerful harmonies and serene delivery of 'Be Still My Soul' inspire listeners by
fostering a sense of calm, hope, and spiritual reassurance during challenging times.

Additional Resources
1. Be Still, My Soul: The Inspiring Stories Behind 175 Hymns
This book delves into the history and meaning of beloved hymns, including "Be Still, My Soul." It
explores the origins of the lyrics and melodies, revealing the faith and trials of the hymn writers.
Readers gain insight into how these songs have brought comfort and strength over generations.

2. The Mormon Tabernacle Choir: A Century of Singing



An authoritative history of the world-famous Mormon Tabernacle Choir, this book chronicles its
development from humble beginnings to international acclaim. It features memorable performances,
including the iconic rendition of "Be Still, My Soul." The book includes photographs, anecdotes, and
reflections from choir members.

3. Hymns of the Restoration: The Latter-day Saint Musical Tradition
Focusing on the unique hymnody of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, this book
examines the theological and cultural significance of hymns like "Be Still, My Soul." It discusses how
these songs shape worship and personal spirituality within the LDS community. The book also
highlights the role of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir in popularizing these hymns.

4. Voices of Faith: The Mormon Tabernacle Choir and Its Music
This book explores the artistry and spiritual impact of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir. It includes
detailed accounts of notable performances and the choir’s mission to uplift audiences worldwide.
The narrative covers the choir’s interpretation of sacred songs such as "Be Still, My Soul,"
emphasizing their emotional resonance.

5. Be Still, My Soul: Meditations on Finding Peace in Troubled Times
Inspired by the hymn’s message, this devotional book offers reflections and prayers aimed at
cultivating inner peace. It draws on scriptural teachings and personal stories to encourage readers
to trust in divine guidance. The book is a resource for those seeking comfort during life’s challenges.

6. The Power of Sacred Music: How Hymns Shape Our Hearts and Minds
This book examines the psychological and spiritual effects of sacred music, with "Be Still, My Soul"
as a central example. It discusses the role of hymns in emotional healing and faith formation.
Through interviews with musicians and worship leaders, the book highlights the enduring power of
the Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s performances.

7. Hymnody and Heritage: Music in the Latter-day Saint Experience
A scholarly study of hymn traditions within the LDS Church, this book contextualizes "Be Still, My
Soul" within a broader heritage. It traces the evolution of hymn texts and tunes and their impact on
LDS identity. The book also addresses how the Mormon Tabernacle Choir preserves and promotes
this musical legacy.

8. Echoes of Faith: The Mormon Tabernacle Choir’s Greatest Hymns
Featuring stories behind the choir’s most beloved hymns, this book celebrates the enduring appeal
of songs like "Be Still, My Soul." It includes behind-the-scenes glimpses into rehearsals and
recordings. The book serves as a tribute to the choir’s role in spreading messages of hope and faith
through music.

9. Serenity in Song: Exploring the Themes of "Be Still, My Soul"
This contemplative work analyzes the theological themes expressed in "Be Still, My Soul," such as
trust, hope, and divine peace. It offers historical context and literary analysis of the hymn’s lyrics.
The book is designed for both musicians and worshippers who wish to deepen their appreciation of
this timeless piece.
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