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Behold the Lamb of God is a powerful musical work by Andrew Peterson that beautifully
encapsulates the themes of hope, redemption, and faith through its evocative lyrics and
masterful compositions. This annual Christmas concert and album have become a
cherished tradition for many, drawing audiences into a deeper understanding of the story
of Christ's birth and the significance of His life, death, and resurrection. This article
explores the origins, themes, and impact of "Behold the Lamb of God," as well as its place
within contemporary Christian music.

Origins of "Behold the Lamb of God"

Andrew Peterson, a singer-songwriter known for his poetic lyrics and storytelling ability,
first introduced "Behold the Lamb of God" in 2004. The work began as a way for Peterson
to share the message of Christmas in a format that combined music with narrative.
Peterson's desire was to create a cohesive experience that would guide listeners through
the story of Jesus, from the Old Testament prophecies to the New Testament fulfillment.

The initial performance took place at a concert in Nashville, and it quickly gained
popularity. Peterson's unique approach to storytelling through music resonated with
many, leading to the recording of the album "Behold the Lamb of God: The True Tall Tale
of the Coming of Christ" in 2004. The album features a series of songs that collectively
narrate the Christmas story, blending original compositions with traditional carols.

Structure of the Work

"Behold the Lamb of God" is structured as a musical journey that unfolds over the course
of about an hour. The album comprises several tracks, each contributing to the
overarching narrative. Some of the key elements of the structure include:

1. Old Testament Foundations: The work begins with songs that reference the prophecies
of the Messiah found in the Old Testament, establishing the expectation and anticipation
surrounding Christ's coming.
2. Birth of Christ: As the narrative progresses, it leads to the nativity story, depicting the
birth of Jesus in a humble setting. This section is rich with imagery and emotion, inviting
the listener to experience the miracle of the Incarnation.
3. Life and Ministry: The story continues with reflections on Jesus' life and ministry,
emphasizing His teachings, miracles, and the implications of His presence on earth.
4. Death and Resurrection: The final sections of the work address the crucifixion and the
resurrection, culminating in the hope that the Gospel brings to believers.



Thematic Elements

"Behold the Lamb of God" is infused with profound theological themes that resonate
deeply with its audience. Some of the key themes include:

Redemption: The narrative emphasizes the redemptive work of Christ, illustrating
how His life and sacrifice bring hope to humanity.

Faith: The work invites listeners to reflect on their own faith journeys, encouraging
them to trust in God's promises and the fulfillment of His Word.

Community: The concerts and performances foster a sense of community among
attendees, creating a shared experience of worship and reflection.

Joy and Celebration: Despite the serious themes, the music is often uplifting and
celebratory, particularly during the Christmas season.

Musical Composition

Andrew Peterson's musical style is characterized by a blend of folk, Americana, and
contemporary Christian music. "Behold the Lamb of God" showcases his signature sound,
which includes:

- Melodic Harmony: The songs are crafted with beautiful melodies that are easy to sing
along with, making them accessible for congregational worship.
- Lyrical Depth: Peterson's lyrics are rich with biblical imagery and poetic language,
inviting listeners to engage with the text on multiple levels.
- Instrumental Arrangement: The arrangements often include a variety of instruments,
such as acoustic guitar, piano, strings, and percussion, creating a warm and inviting
atmosphere.

Impact and Legacy

The impact of "Behold the Lamb of God" extends beyond its initial release. Over the years,
it has influenced contemporary Christian music and worship practices in several
significant ways:

1. Annual Concerts: Peterson has continued to perform "Behold the Lamb of God"
annually, often collaborating with other artists, which has helped to create a sense of
tradition around the work. These concerts have become a beloved event for many families,
fostering a deeper connection to the Christmas narrative.

2. Inspirational Resource: The album serves as a resource for churches and individuals



seeking to explore the Christmas story in a fresh and meaningful way. Many congregations
incorporate songs from the album into their worship services during the Advent season.

3. Cultural Resonance: The themes of hope and redemption found in "Behold the Lamb of
God" resonate with a wide audience, making it relevant not only for Christians but for
anyone seeking meaning and purpose during the holiday season.

Reflections on the Work

Listeners often share their personal reflections on how "Behold the Lamb of God" has
impacted their lives. Some common sentiments include:

- Emotional Connection: Many find that the music evokes deep emotions, allowing them to
connect with the Christmas story in a more profound way.
- Spiritual Growth: The work has prompted individuals to explore their faith more deeply,
often leading to renewed commitments and understanding of the Gospel.
- Family Tradition: For some, attending the concerts or listening to the album has become
a cherished family tradition that enhances their holiday experience.

Conclusion

Andrew Peterson's "Behold the Lamb of God" is more than just a musical work; it is a
transformative experience that invites listeners to engage with the story of Christ's birth
and the hope it brings. Through its masterful storytelling, rich musical composition, and
profound themes, the work has carved out a significant place in contemporary Christian
music and the hearts of its audience. As the tradition continues to thrive, "Behold the
Lamb of God" remains a testament to the enduring power of music to convey the message
of hope and redemption found in the Gospel. Whether experienced through live
performances or the album itself, this work is a beautiful reminder of the true meaning of
Christmas.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Andrew Peterson's 'Behold
the Lamb of God'?
The central theme of 'Behold the Lamb of God' revolves around the story of redemption
through Jesus Christ, exploring the narrative of God's plan from creation to the birth of
Christ, emphasizing grace, love, and sacrifice.

How does Andrew Peterson incorporate storytelling in



'Behold the Lamb of God'?
Andrew Peterson uses storytelling by weaving together biblical narratives and personal
reflections, creating a musical journey that invites listeners to experience the Christmas
story in a deeper, more meaningful way.

What musical styles are featured in 'Behold the Lamb of
God'?
The album features a blend of folk, Americana, and contemporary Christian music styles,
characterized by acoustic instrumentation, harmonies, and heartfelt lyrics that enhance
the storytelling aspect.

Why is 'Behold the Lamb of God' considered a modern
Christmas classic?
It is considered a modern Christmas classic due to its unique approach to the Christmas
story, compelling songwriting, and the way it resonates with audiences seeking a deeper
understanding of the season's meaning.

What impact has 'Behold the Lamb of God' had on
contemporary Christian music?
The impact of 'Behold the Lamb of God' on contemporary Christian music includes
inspiring other artists to focus on narrative-driven songwriting and creating an annual
tradition for many listeners and churches during the Advent season.
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