
ben franklin of old philadelphia
Ben Franklin of Old Philadelphia is a phrase that evokes the rich history and vibrant
culture of 18th-century Philadelphia, a city that played a pivotal role in the formation of the
United States. Benjamin Franklin, a polymath, statesman, inventor, and one of the Founding
Fathers, was not only a key figure in the American Revolution but also a product of the
diverse and dynamic milieu of old Philadelphia. This article delves into Franklin's life, his
contributions to science, politics, and society, as well as the lasting legacy he left behind in
his beloved city.

Early Life in Philadelphia

Background and Family
Born on January 17, 1706, in Boston, Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin was the fifteenth
child of a soap maker, Josiah Franklin. At the age of 17, he left Boston for Philadelphia,
seeking greater opportunities. He arrived in the city in 1723, where he would eventually
make his indelible mark.

- Relocation to Philadelphia: Franklin's journey to Philadelphia was fueled by a desire for
independence and ambition.
- First Impressions: Upon arrival, he was struck by the city's bustling port, diverse
population, and the potential for personal growth.

Apprenticeship and Early Career
In Philadelphia, Franklin initially worked as an apprentice to his brother James, a printer.
However, their contentious relationship led him to seek employment elsewhere, eventually
establishing his own printing business.

- The Pennsylvania Gazette: In 1730, Franklin purchased the Pennsylvania Gazette, which
became one of the most influential newspapers in the colonies.
- Poor Richard's Almanack: In 1732, he began publishing Poor Richard's Almanack, a yearly
publication filled with practical advice, proverbs, and humorous anecdotes.

Innovations and Contributions

Scientific Endeavors
Franklin's curiosity and intellect drove him to explore various scientific fields, leading to
several groundbreaking discoveries and inventions.



- Electricity: Franklin's famous kite experiment in 1752 established the connection between
lightning and electricity, leading to the invention of the lightning rod.
- Inventions: His inventions included the Franklin stove, bifocal glasses, and the odometer,
all of which showcased his ingenuity and problem-solving skills.

Philosophy and Civic Engagement
Franklin was not only a scientist but also a philosopher and advocate for civic responsibility.

- The Junto: In 1727, Franklin founded the Junto, a club for mutual improvement where
members discussed moral, political, and scientific topics.
- Public Libraries and Schools: He advocated for the establishment of public libraries and
educational institutions, leading to the founding of the first public library in America and the
University of Pennsylvania.

Political Life and the American Revolution

Role in the Continental Congress
Franklin's political career peaked during the American Revolution, where he played a crucial
role in shaping the future of the nation.

- Diplomat to France: In 1776, Franklin was appointed as a diplomat to France, where he
successfully garnered support for the American cause. His charm and wit helped solidify
Franco-American relations.
- Constitutional Convention: Franklin was a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in
1787, where he advocated for compromise and unity among the states.

Philosophy of Governance
Franklin believed in a government that served its citizens and promoted the common good.

- Republicanism: He championed the ideals of republicanism, emphasizing civic virtue and
active participation in governance.
- Freedom and Liberty: His writings often reflected his commitment to individual freedom,
social justice, and the importance of a well-informed electorate.

Legacy in Old Philadelphia

Franklin's Influence on the City
Franklin's impact on Philadelphia is profound, with many institutions and landmarks bearing
his name.



- Franklin Square: One of the five original squares planned by William Penn, Franklin Square
is a testament to his lasting legacy.
- The Franklin Institute: Established in 1824, this museum and science center honors
Franklin's contributions to science and technology.

Commemoration and Cultural Significance
Franklin's legacy continues to be celebrated through various cultural and educational
initiatives.

- Franklin's Birthday: January 17 is recognized as Benjamin Franklin Day in Philadelphia,
celebrating his contributions to the city and the nation.
- Educational Programs: Many schools and universities incorporate Franklin's life and works
into their curricula, inspiring new generations to pursue knowledge and civic engagement.

Conclusion
In summary, Ben Franklin of Old Philadelphia represents more than just a historical figure;
he embodies the spirit of innovation, civic responsibility, and perseverance that
characterized the early days of America. His contributions to science, politics, and society
have left an indelible mark on both Philadelphia and the nation as a whole. As we reflect on
his life and legacy, it becomes clear that Franklin's vision for a better society continues to
inspire efforts towards progress and enlightenment in contemporary times. The story of
Benjamin Franklin is not only a tale of personal achievement but also a reminder of the
potential for individuals to effect meaningful change within their communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Benjamin Franklin and what was his role in
Philadelphia's history?
Benjamin Franklin was a Founding Father of the United States, a polymath, and an
influential figure in the development of Philadelphia during the 18th century. He established
the first public library and the first fire department in the city, and he played a key role in
its growth and civic life.

What are some notable contributions Benjamin Franklin
made to science and technology?
Benjamin Franklin is known for his experiments with electricity, including the famous kite
experiment. He invented the lightning rod, bifocal glasses, and the Franklin stove, all of
which had significant impacts on science and daily life.



How did Benjamin Franklin influence American politics?
Franklin was instrumental in the drafting of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S.
Constitution. He served as a diplomat in France, helping to secure French support during
the American Revolution, which was crucial for the colonies' success.

What was Benjamin Franklin's role in the establishment
of the University of Pennsylvania?
Benjamin Franklin was one of the founders of the University of Pennsylvania in 1740. He
advocated for a practical education that combined the arts and sciences, which helped
shape the university's curriculum and mission.

What were some of Benjamin Franklin's famous quotes
or sayings?
Some famous quotes attributed to Benjamin Franklin include "An investment in knowledge
always pays the best interest" and "Tell me and I forget, teach me and I remember, involve
me and I learn."

How did Franklin's printing business contribute to his
legacy?
Franklin's printing business was highly successful and allowed him to publish influential
works, including 'Poor Richard's Almanack.' It helped spread his ideas and philosophies,
solidifying his status as a key figure in American Enlightenment.

What was the significance of the Junto club founded by
Franklin?
The Junto club, founded by Franklin in 1727, was a group of mutual improvement that
discussed philosophical and civic topics. It fostered a spirit of community and intellectual
discourse that contributed to the civic and social fabric of Philadelphia.

How is Benjamin Franklin remembered in Philadelphia
today?
Benjamin Franklin is remembered as a key historical figure in Philadelphia, with numerous
monuments, museums, and institutions named after him, including the Franklin Institute, a
science museum, and his former home, which is now a historic site.
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