
bergeys manual proteus mirabilis flow chart
Bergey's Manual Proteus mirabilis Flow Chart is an essential tool for microbiologists and clinical
laboratories that aids in the identification and characterization of the bacterium Proteus mirabilis.
This gram-negative, rod-shaped bacterium is a member of the Enterobacteriaceae family and is often
associated with urinary tract infections (UTIs) and other clinical infections. Utilizing a flow chart
based on Bergey's Manual provides a systematic approach to classifying and identifying P. mirabilis,
facilitating effective diagnosis and treatment. In this article, we will explore the characteristics of P.
mirabilis, the significance of Bergey's Manual, and how the flow chart assists in identifying this
microorganism.

Understanding Proteus mirabilis

Proteus mirabilis is a versatile bacterium with several distinctive features that contribute to its
identification:

1. Morphological Characteristics

- Shape and Structure: P. mirabilis appears as rod-shaped (bacillus) bacteria, typically measuring 0.5
to 0.8 micrometers in width and 1.0 to 3.0 micrometers in length.
- Gram Staining: It is classified as gram-negative, meaning it does not retain the crystal violet stain
used in the Gram staining procedure and appears pink after counterstaining.
- Motility: One of the key characteristics of P. mirabilis is its motility, facilitated by peritrichous
flagella. This motility contributes to its swarming behavior on solid media.

2. Biochemical Properties

P. mirabilis has several biochemical characteristics that aid in its identification:

- Lactose Fermentation: It does not ferment lactose, which differentiates it from other enteric
bacteria like Escherichia coli.
- Urease Production: P. mirabilis produces urease, which hydrolyzes urea to ammonia, leading to an
alkaline environment, a characteristic that often complicates urinary tract infections.
- Indole Production: P. mirabilis is indole-negative, which is a significant differentiator from its close
relative, Proteus vulgaris.

3. Clinical Significance

P. mirabilis is clinically significant due to its association with various infections:

- Urinary Tract Infections: It is a common pathogen in UTIs, especially in individuals with urinary
catheters or pre-existing urological conditions.



- Wound Infections: P. mirabilis can also be isolated from infected wounds, especially in patients
with compromised immune systems.
- Other Infections: It may be involved in bacteremia, pneumonia, and other infections, particularly in
hospitalized patients.

Bergey's Manual: An Overview

Bergey's Manual of Determinative Bacteriology is a comprehensive reference work that provides
systematic methods for the identification of bacteria. It is widely regarded as the gold standard in
bacteriology.

1. Purpose of Bergey's Manual

- Identification: It serves as a guide for the identification of bacterial species based on
morphological, physiological, and biochemical characteristics.
- Classification: Bergey’s Manual classifies bacteria into groups based on genetic and evolutionary
relationships, aiding in taxonomy.
- Standardization: The manual promotes standardized methods in microbiological research and
clinical diagnostics.

2. Structure of Bergey's Manual

- Taxonomical Sections: The manual is divided into sections that cover different groups of bacteria,
including the Enterobacteriaceae family to which P. mirabilis belongs.
- Flow Charts: Each section often includes flow charts that help in identifying bacteria based on
observed characteristics.

The Bergey's Manual Proteus mirabilis Flow Chart

The Bergey's Manual Proteus mirabilis flow chart is a systematic tool for identifying P. mirabilis
based on biochemical tests and morphological observations. Here’s a breakdown of how to utilize
the flow chart effectively:

1. Starting Point: Initial Observations

Begin with initial observations, which include:

- Gram Staining: Confirm the gram-negative nature of the bacterium.
- Morphology: Observe the rod shape and motility.



2. Biochemical Testing

The flow chart typically progresses through a series of biochemical tests. Here are key tests
involved:

- Lactose Fermentation Test:
- Positive: If the bacterium ferments lactose, it is likely not P. mirabilis.
- Negative: Proceed to the next test.

- Urease Test:
- Positive: Indicates urease production. If positive, continue to observe for other characteristics.
- Negative: This is not typical for P. mirabilis; consider other genera.

- Indole Test:
- Positive: This would indicate P. vulgaris instead. If negative, continue to the next tests.

- Citrate Utilization Test:
- Positive: Can utilize citrate as the sole carbon source.
- Negative: Continue with additional testing.

3. Final Identification

After going through the tests, based on the results, you can conclude:

- If the bacterium is urease-positive, indole-negative, and exhibits characteristic motility, it is likely
P. mirabilis.
- Confirm with additional tests as needed to rule out closely related species.

4. Importance of Accurate Identification

Accurate identification of P. mirabilis is crucial for the following reasons:

- Treatment Decisions: Knowing the exact species helps in selecting the appropriate antibiotic
therapy.
- Infection Control: Understanding the pathogen can aid in controlling outbreaks, especially in
hospital settings.
- Understanding Resistance Patterns: Identifying P. mirabilis can help in analyzing resistance
patterns, which are critical for effective treatment strategies.

Conclusion

The Bergey's Manual Proteus mirabilis flow chart serves as an invaluable resource for
microbiologists and clinicians alike. By providing a systematic approach to the identification of P.
mirabilis, this flow chart not only facilitates accurate diagnosis but also enhances the understanding



of the bacterium's clinical significance. With its association with urinary tract infections and other
clinical conditions, the effective identification of P. mirabilis using the flow chart can lead to better
treatment outcomes and improved patient management. As microbiological techniques continue to
evolve, the role of comprehensive resources like Bergey's Manual remains paramount in guiding the
identification and classification of important bacterial pathogens.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Bergey's Manual and how does it relate to Proteus
mirabilis?
Bergey's Manual is a comprehensive reference for the classification and identification of prokaryotic
organisms, including the bacterium Proteus mirabilis, which is known for its role in urinary tract
infections.

What is the significance of using a flow chart for identifying
Proteus mirabilis?
A flow chart simplifies the identification process by outlining key characteristics and biochemical
tests, making it easier for microbiologists to determine the presence of Proteus mirabilis.

What are the key characteristics of Proteus mirabilis outlined
in Bergey's Manual?
Key characteristics include its Gram-negative staining, motility, urease production, and ability to
hydrolyze gelatin.

How does the flow chart facilitate the identification of Proteus
mirabilis in clinical settings?
The flow chart provides a step-by-step guide to conduct specific biochemical tests, helping clinicians
quickly identify Proteus mirabilis in patient samples.

What biochemical tests are commonly used to identify Proteus
mirabilis?
Common tests include urease test, indole test, hydrogen sulfide production, and lactose
fermentation.

Is Proteus mirabilis resistant to antibiotics, and how can this
be identified using Bergey's Manual?
Bergey's Manual provides information on antibiotic resistance patterns, which can be identified
through sensitivity testing and correlating results with documented resistance.



How does Proteus mirabilis differ from other Proteus species
according to Bergey's Manual?
Proteus mirabilis is differentiated from other species like Proteus vulgaris primarily by its urease
activity and specific biochemical profiles.

What role does Proteus mirabilis play in human health, as
noted in Bergey's Manual?
Proteus mirabilis is a significant opportunistic pathogen, mainly associated with urinary tract
infections and kidney stones.

What are the limitations of the flow chart method for
identifying Proteus mirabilis?
Limitations include the potential for misidentification due to similar biochemical characteristics with
other species, and the need for confirmatory testing.

Can the flow chart for Proteus mirabilis identification be
adapted for other bacteria?
Yes, the flow chart approach can be adapted for other bacteria by modifying the steps and tests to fit
the specific characteristics of the target organism.
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