best comeback in nfl history

best comeback in nfl history moments stand out as some of the most thrilling
and memorable events in professional football. These games showcase the
resilience, determination, and skill of NFL teams overcoming seemingly
insurmountable odds. From massive point deficits to last-minute heroics, the
best comebacks in NFL history have captivated fans and redefined the
possibilities within the sport. This article explores the most remarkable
comeback games, analyzing the context, key plays, and players involved. It
also highlights the significance of these moments in NFL lore and their
impact on the teams and fans alike. Through a detailed examination of these
epic turnarounds, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of what
constitutes the best comeback in NFL history and why they remain
unforgettable.

e The Largest Comeback: Buffalo Bills vs. Houston Oilers (1993)

e Super Bowl LI: New England Patriots vs. Atlanta Falcons

Other Notable NFL Comebacks

e Factors Contributing to Successful NFL Comebacks

The Legacy and Impact of Great NFL Comebacks

The Largest Comeback: Buffalo Bills vs. Houston
Oilers (1993)

The largest comeback in NFL history took place during the 1993 AFC Wild Card
playoff game between the Buffalo Bills and the Houston Oilers. The Bills
overcame a 32-point deficit, trailing 35-3 early in the third quarter, to win
41-38 in overtime. This incredible turnaround remains unmatched in terms of
point differential erased in a single game. The game is often referred to as
"The Comeback" and is remembered for its dramatic shifts in momentum and
resilience displayed by the Bills.

Game Context and Early Lead

On January 3, 1993, the Houston Oilers dominated the first half, utilizing a
powerful passing attack led by quarterback Warren Moon. The Oilers built a
commanding 35-3 lead with efficient offense and strong defense, seemingly
securing their playoff victory. The Bills, led by backup quarterback Frank
Reich after starter Jim Kelly was injured, appeared outmatched and facing a
near-certain defeat.

Key Plays and Turning Points

The Bills' comeback began with a series of quick touchdowns and a shift in
defensive intensity. Frank Reich connected with receivers on multiple scoring



drives, eroding the Oilers’ lead. Critical plays included a 70-yard touchdown
pass to Andre Reed and a successful two-point conversion that kept the
comeback hopes alive. The Bills' defense also forced turnovers, including
interceptions and a fumble recovery, which swung momentum dramatically.

Overtime Victory

After tying the game late in the fourth quarter, the Bills won the coin toss
in overtime and drove down the field for a game-winning field goal by Steve
Christie. This marked the first time an NFL team overcame a 30-plus point
deficit to win a playoff game, cementing its place as the best comeback in
NFL history.

Super Bowl LI: New England Patriots wvs. Atlanta
Falcons

Super Bowl LI, played on February 5, 2017, featured one of the most iconic
comebacks in NFL history. The New England Patriots erased a 25-point deficit
against the Atlanta Falcons to win 34-28 in the first Super Bowl ever decided
in overtime. This thrilling game highlighted the Patriots' resilience and
strategic excellence on the biggest stage.

Falcons’' Early Dominance

The Atlanta Falcons controlled the first half and early third quarter,
building a 28-3 lead through a combination of explosive offense and
opportunistic defense. Quarterback Matt Ryan delivered precise passes, and
the Falcons’ defense effectively contained Patriots’ star quarterback Tom
Brady. The Patriots appeared overwhelmed and outmatched for much of the game.

Patriots’ Record-Breaking Rally

Starting late in the third quarter, the Patriots began chipping away at the
Falcons’ lead. Tom Brady orchestrated multiple scoring drives, including
touchdowns and successful two-point conversions. Notable plays included James
White’s rushing touchdown and clutch receptions that kept drives alive. The
Patriots’ defense also stepped up, forcing key stops and turnovers that
shifted momentum.

Overtime and Historic Victory

With the game tied 28-28 at the end of regulation, the Patriots won the
overtime coin toss and marched downfield for a game-winning touchdown run by
James White. This victory marked the largest comeback in Super Bowl history
and solidified the Patriots’ dynasty under head coach Bill Belichick and
quarterback Tom Brady.



Other Notable NFL Comebacks

Beyond the two most famous comebacks, the NFL has witnessed numerous other
remarkable games where teams overcame significant deficits. These games often
feature last-minute heroics, clutch plays, and dramatic finishes that have
become part of NFL folklore.

Examples of Significant NFL Comebacks

e Indianapolis Colts vs. Kansas City Chiefs (2014) - Trailing 28-3 in the
second half, the Colts rallied to win 45-44 in an epic shootout.

e San Francisco 49ers vs. New Orleans Saints (1980) - The 49ers overcame a
28-point deficit to win 38-35 in overtime.

e Green Bay Packers vs. Dallas Cowboys (2016) - The Packers erased a 21-
point deficit to beat the Cowboys 30-16 in a playoff game.

e Denver Broncos vs. Seattle Seahawks (2014 Super Bowl XLVIII) - Although

the Broncos did not come back to win, their attempted rally after a
large deficit showcased their competitive spirit.

Common Themes in NFL Comebacks

Successful comebacks often share several key elements:

e Effective quarterback leadership and clutch performance

e Opportunistic defense generating turnovers

Special teams plays that shift momentum

Coaching adjustments and strategic risk-taking

Mental toughness and resilience of the entire team

Factors Contributing to Successful NFL
Comebacks

Analyzing the best comeback in NFL history reveals several factors critical
to overcoming large deficits. These factors highlight the complexity and
unpredictability of football games where momentum can change rapidly.

Quarterback Play and Leadership

The quarterback’s ability to remain composed under pressure and execute
precise plays is often the cornerstone of a comeback. Leadership on the field
helps maintain team morale and focus during adversity.



Defensive Adjustments and Turnovers

Turnovers such as interceptions and fumble recoveries provide crucial
opportunities for scoring and momentum swings. Defensive units that adapt to
opponents’ strategies and increase pressure contribute significantly to
comebacks.

Coaching Strategy and In-Game Adaptations

Coaches play a vital role in recognizing weaknesses, adjusting game plans,
and motivating players to maintain belief in victory despite large deficits.
Risk-taking, such as going for two-point conversions or onside kicks, can be
pivotal.

Special Teams Impact

Special teams can influence field position and scoring opportunities through
kick returns, blocked kicks, and successful onside kicks. These plays often
catalyze momentum shifts necessary for comebacks.

The Legacy and Impact of Great NFL Comebacks

The best comeback in NFL history transcends the individual games, influencing
team cultures, fan experiences, and the broader perception of the sport.
These comebacks inspire players and fans alike, reinforcing the idea that no
lead is safe and every game can change until the final whistle.

Influence on Team Identity

Teams known for historic comebacks often embrace a culture of resilience and
never giving up. This identity can boost confidence in future contests and
attract fan loyalty.

Fan Engagement and NFL Popularity

Comeback games generate excitement and emotional investment from fans,
contributing to the NFL’s popularity. Memorable comebacks are often replayed
and celebrated in media, enhancing the league’s storytelling appeal.

Historical Significance and Records

Record-breaking comebacks are enshrined in NFL history, serving as benchmarks
for future generations. They highlight the unpredictable and competitive
nature of the league, adding to its rich narrative.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the best comeback in NFL history?

The best comeback in NFL history is often considered to be the Buffalo Bills'
32-point comeback against the Houston Oilers in the 1993 AFC Wild Card game,
known as 'The Comeback.' The Bills overcame a 35-3 deficit to win 41-38 in
overtime.

Which NFL team made the largest comeback in a playoff
game?

The Buffalo Bills hold the record for the largest comeback in a playoff game,
overcoming a 32-point deficit to beat the Houston Oilers in 1993.

What was the biggest comeback in Super Bowl history?

The biggest comeback in Super Bowl history occurred in Super Bowl LI when the
New England Patriots overcame a 28-3 deficit to defeat the Atlanta Falcons
34-28 in overtime.

Who was the quarterback during the greatest NFL
comeback?

Jim Kelly was the quarterback for the Buffalo Bills during their historic 32-
point comeback against the Houston Oilers in 1993.

How many points did the New England Patriots overcome
in their Super Bowl LI comeback?

The New England Patriots overcame a 25-point deficit (28-3) in Super Bowl LI
to win the game in overtime.

Are there any recent notable comebacks in the NFL?

Yes, one recent notable comeback was in the 2022 season when the Minnesota
Vikings rallied from a 33-point deficit against the Indianapolis Colts to win
the game 39-36 in overtime.

What factors contribute to a successful comeback in
an NFL game?

Key factors include strong halftime adjustments, resilience and mental
toughness of the team, effective leadership from the quarterback and coaching
staff, and capitalizing on opponents' mistakes.

Which NFL comeback is famous for being called 'The
Comeback'?
The Buffalo Bills' 1993 AFC Wild Card game comeback against the Houston

Oilers is famously called 'The Comeback.' They rallied from a 32-point
deficit to win in overtime.



Has any team ever come back from more than 30 points
down to win an NFL game?

Yes, the Buffalo Bills came back from a 32-point deficit in their 1993
playoff game against the Houston Oilers, marking the largest comeback in NFL
history.

Why is the Patriots' Super Bowl LI comeback so
significant?

The Patriots' comeback is significant because it was the largest deficit ever
overcome in a Super Bowl, culminating in the first Super Bowl to be decided
in overtime, showcasing resilience on the biggest stage.

Additional Resources

1. Greatest NFL Comebacks: Stories of Unbelievable Turnarounds

This book delves into the most astonishing comeback victories in NFL history,
highlighting games where teams defied the odds to snatch victory from the
jaws of defeat. Featuring detailed play-by-play accounts and interviews with
key players, it captures the drama and emotion of these unforgettable
moments. Readers gain insight into the strategies and mental toughness that
fueled these remarkable reversals.

2. Fourth Quarter Miracles: The NFL’s Best Comebacks

Focusing on the final moments that define football legends, this book
explores the NFL’s most thrilling fourth-quarter comebacks. It showcases how
teams overcame massive deficits through resilience and skill, turning near-
certain losses into iconic wins. The narrative emphasizes the importance of
leadership, teamwork, and never giving up.

3. Never Say Die: Legendary NFL Comeback Games

This collection recounts legendary NFL games where determination and grit led
to some of the sport’s greatest comebacks. Through vivid storytelling and
analysis, it reveals how players and coaches orchestrated last-minute
heroics. The book also examines the psychological and physical demands of
mounting a successful comeback.

4. The Comeback Kings: NFL Teams That Defied the 0Odds

Highlighting the most inspiring teams in NFL history, this book profiles
squads known for their dramatic comeback victories. It provides an inside
look at their preparation, mindset, and key plays that turned the tide in
critical games. The stories serve as motivation for sports fans and athletes
alike.

5. Chasing Victory: The NFL’s Most Unforgettable Comebacks

This book captures the excitement and unpredictability of NFL games that
featured stunning comebacks. It blends historical context with game analysis
to explore how these matches impacted seasons and legacies. Readers will
appreciate the blend of emotion, strategy, and sheer willpower that define
these contests.

6. Against All Odds: The NFL’s Greatest Comeback Stories

Focusing on the underdog aspect of football, this book celebrates teams that
overcame huge deficits and adversity to win. It includes personal accounts
from players and coaches, providing a human perspective on what it takes to



achieve the impossible. The narrative is both inspirational and educational.

7. Last-Second Legends: NFL Comebacks That Shook the Sport

This book zeroes in on NFL comebacks decided in the final seconds,
emphasizing the drama and high stakes of these moments. It features detailed
play descriptions and the emotional aftermath for teams and fans. The stories
highlight the unpredictability and excitement that make football a beloved
sport.

8. Resilience on the Gridiron: Historic NFL Comebacks

Examining the theme of resilience, this book chronicles NFL games where
mental toughness and perseverance led to historic comebacks. It breaks down
key plays and decisions that shifted momentum, offering readers a deep
understanding of game dynamics. The book celebrates the spirit of competition
and never giving up.

9. Epic Turnarounds: The NFL’s Best Comeback Victories

This book compiles a comprehensive list of the NFL’s most epic comeback
victories, providing context and analysis for each game. It explores how
teams adjusted tactics and maintained belief despite overwhelming odds.
Perfect for fans interested in the strategic and emotional aspects of
football’s greatest moments.
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