
better homes and gardens trash can
instructions
Better Homes and Gardens trash can instructions are essential for anyone looking to
maintain a clean and organized home. Whether you’ve recently purchased a new trash can
from the Better Homes and Gardens collection or are seeking to understand the features
and maintenance tips better, this guide will provide you with all the necessary details to
maximize the use and longevity of your trash can. From assembly to daily usage, let’s
explore the various aspects of these functional yet stylish home essentials.

Understanding Your Better Homes and Gardens
Trash Can

Before diving into the instructions, it's important to familiarize yourself with the different
types of trash cans offered by Better Homes and Gardens. These cans range from simple
designs to more sophisticated models featuring sensors and foot pedals.

Types of Trash Cans

1. Step-On Trash Cans: These cans allow you to open the lid with a foot pedal, ensuring
hands-free operation.
2. Sensor Trash Cans: Equipped with motion sensors, these cans open automatically when
you approach, providing a hygienic solution.
3. Classic Open-Top Cans: These are straightforward designs that allow easy access but
may require more frequent cleaning.
4. Recycling Bins: Many models are designed specifically for recycling, often featuring
color-coded compartments.

Assembly Instructions

Most Better Homes and Gardens trash cans come partially assembled. However, if you
need to put together certain components, follow these steps to ensure proper assembly.

What You'll Need

- A Phillips screwdriver
- An Allen wrench (if required)
- A clean work surface



Step-by-Step Assembly

1. Unbox the Trash Can: Carefully remove all pieces from the packaging, ensuring you
have all components as listed in the instruction manual.
2. Attach the Lid: If the trash can has a separate lid, align it with the hinges and secure it
using screws provided in the kit. Tighten until snug but avoid overtightening.
3. Install Foot Pedal (if applicable): For step-on models, attach the foot pedal mechanism
according to the instructions. Ensure it functions correctly by pressing down on the pedal.
4. Check the Sensor (if applicable): For sensor models, insert batteries as indicated and
ensure the sensor is functioning by waving your hand in front of it.
5. Final Inspection: Go through each part to ensure everything is securely attached and
functioning as intended.

Usage Instructions

Knowing how to use your Better Homes and Gardens trash can efficiently will enhance
your experience and encourage proper waste disposal.

Daily Use Guidelines

- Liner Installation: Always use a liner to keep the interior clean. Place the liner over the
rim of the can, ensuring it fits snugly.
- Proper Waste Disposal:
- For general waste, dispose of items that are not recyclable or compostable.
- For recycling bins, segregate recyclable materials like paper, plastic, and metals
according to your local recycling guidelines.
- Avoid Overfilling: Do not overfill the trash can, as this can lead to spills and unpleasant
odors.
- Close the Lid: If your model features a lid, ensure it is closed to minimize odors and deter
pests.

Maintenance and Cleaning

Regular maintenance and cleaning are essential for the longevity of your Better Homes
and Gardens trash can. Here’s how to keep it in top condition.

Cleaning Process

1. Empty the Trash Can Regularly: Aim to empty it at least once a week or more frequently
if it fills up quickly.
2. Rinse the Interior: If the interior becomes soiled, rinse it with warm, soapy water and a
soft sponge. Avoid abrasive cleaners that could scratch the surface.



3. Wipe the Exterior: Use a damp cloth to wipe down the outside of the can. For stainless
steel models, consider using a stainless-steel cleaner to maintain shine.
4. Deodorizing: Sprinkle baking soda at the bottom of the can before inserting a new liner
to help absorb odors.
5. Check for Wear: Regularly inspect the foot pedal, hinges, and sensor (if applicable) to
ensure they are functioning properly.

Common Issues and Solutions

- Odors: If you notice unpleasant smells, consider using odor-neutralizing products or
placing lemon slices in the can.
- Stuck Lid: If the lid won’t open, check for any obstructions and ensure the mechanism is
clean.
- Sensor Failure: If the sensor is unresponsive, replace the batteries and ensure there is no
debris blocking the sensor's view.

Recycling and Waste Management Tips

Better Homes and Gardens trash cans often come with designated compartments for
recycling. Understanding how to use these effectively can contribute to better waste
management in your home.

Recycling Best Practices

- Know Your Local Guidelines: Familiarize yourself with what can and cannot be recycled
in your area.
- Rinse Recyclables: Clean out containers before placing them in the recycling bin to avoid
contamination.
- Flatten Boxes: Reduce space used by flattening cardboard boxes before disposal.
- Avoid Wishcycling: Only place items in the recycling bin that you’re certain can be
recycled to avoid contamination.

Conclusion

By following these Better Homes and Gardens trash can instructions, you can ensure that
your trash can remains a functional and attractive part of your home. Regular assembly
checks, proper usage, and meticulous maintenance will extend the life of your trash can
while also promoting effective waste management practices. Remember, a clean trash can
leads to a cleaner home and a more organized lifestyle. Whether you're disposing of waste
or recycling, a well-maintained trash can plays a crucial role in keeping your home
environment fresh and tidy.



Frequently Asked Questions

How do I assemble my Better Homes and Gardens trash
can?
Start by laying out all the parts and tools included in the package. Follow the step-by-step
instructions in the manual, ensuring to connect the base, lid, and wheels properly.

What materials are Better Homes and Gardens trash
cans made of?
Better Homes and Gardens trash cans are typically made from durable plastic or stainless
steel, designed to withstand outdoor conditions and resist rust and corrosion.

How do I clean my Better Homes and Gardens trash
can?
To clean, rinse the inside and outside with warm soapy water. For tougher stains, use a
mixture of vinegar and baking soda. Rinse thoroughly and allow it to dry before using it
again.

Can I use trash bags with my Better Homes and Gardens
trash can?
Yes, you can use standard trash bags. Make sure to choose a size that fits your specific
model for optimal use.

Are Better Homes and Gardens trash cans odor-
resistant?
Many models are designed with odor-resistant features, such as tight-fitting lids or built-in
odor neutralizers, to minimize unpleasant smells.

What size Better Homes and Gardens trash can should I
buy for my household?
The ideal size depends on your household needs. A 13-gallon can is typical for kitchens,
while larger 32-gallon models are better for outdoor use or larger families.

How do I fix a stuck lid on my Better Homes and
Gardens trash can?
Check for any debris or obstructions around the lid's hinge. If the hinge is damaged, you
may need to replace it or apply a lubricant to loosen it.



Where can I find replacement parts for my Better
Homes and Gardens trash can?
Replacement parts can often be found on the Better Homes and Gardens website,
authorized retailers, or by contacting customer service for direct assistance.
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