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Beverly Cleary literature activities Strider Susan onion are an engaging way
to introduce young readers to the works of a beloved author whose stories
have shaped children's literature. Beverly Cleary, an iconic figure in
children's literature, is known for her ability to create relatable
characters and intricate narratives that resonate with children and adults
alike. Her book "Strider" features a compelling story about friendship,
loyalty, and the bond between children and their pets. In this article, we
will explore various literature activities centered around "Strider" and
other works by Cleary, focusing on how these activities can enhance
understanding and enjoyment of her literature.

Beverly Cleary: A Brief Overview

Beverly Cleary was born in 1916 and grew up in a small town in Oregon. Her
experiences as a child, including her love for reading and her interactions
with friends, inspired her to write stories that reflect the joys and
challenges of growing up. Cleary's characters, such as Ramona Quimby and
Henry Huggins, have become staples in children's literature, celebrated for
their authenticity and charm.

The Importance of Literature Activities

Literature activities play a crucial role in reinforcing the themes and
lessons found in books. They encourage critical thinking, creativity, and
engagement, making literature more accessible and enjoyable for young
readers.

Benefits of Literature Activities:
1. Enhanced Understanding: Activities encourage deeper comprehension of the
text's themes and characters.
2. Creativity Development: Creative tasks inspire children to express their
interpretations and ideas.
3. Critical Thinking: Discussions and analyses prompt children to think
critically about plot, character motivations, and outcomes.
4. Social Skills: Group activities foster collaboration and communication
among peers.

Activities Inspired by "Strider"



In "Strider," Cleary tells the story of a boy named Susan who finds a stray
dog named Strider. The narrative delves into themes of friendship,
responsibility, and the bond between humans and animals. Here are some
engaging literature activities designed to bring the story to life.

1. Character Mapping

Creating a character map helps students understand the relationships and
traits of the characters in "Strider."

Instructions:
- Provide students with a large sheet of paper or a digital platform for
character mapping.
- Ask them to list the main characters: Strider, Susan, and other relevant
characters.
- For each character, students should include:
- Character traits (e.g., brave, loyal, adventurous)
- Relationships with other characters
- Key moments in the story that illustrate their traits

Outcome: Students will gain a clearer understanding of character development
and relationships in literature.

2. Thematic Discussion Groups

This activity fosters discussion on the major themes of "Strider" such as
friendship, loyalty, and responsibility.

Instructions:
- Divide the class into small groups.
- Assign each group a theme from the book.
- Ask each group to discuss and prepare a short presentation on:
- How their theme is represented in the story.
- Examples of characters or events that illustrate this theme.
- Personal reflections on how the theme relates to their own lives.

Outcome: This activity encourages students to connect literature with
personal experiences and enhances their analytical skills.

3. Creative Writing: Alternate Ending

Encouraging creativity through writing allows students to explore their
imagination while reflecting on the original story.

Instructions:



- Ask students to write an alternate ending for "Strider."
- They should consider:
- How their ending differs from the original.
- The implications of their choices for the characters and overall story.
- What message or lesson their ending conveys.

Outcome: This activity promotes creativity, enhances writing skills, and
encourages critical thinking about narrative structure.

4. Art Project: Illustrating Key Scenes

Art can be a powerful medium for expression and understanding literature.

Instructions:
- Have students select a favorite scene from "Strider."
- They should create an illustration that captures the essence of that scene.
- Encourage them to think about:
- The emotions of the characters.
- The setting and its significance.
- The action taking place.

Outcome: This project allows students to visualize and interpret the text,
fostering a deeper emotional connection to the story.

5. Dog Adoption Campaign

Inspired by Strider's story, students can engage in a community project that
promotes responsible pet ownership.

Instructions:
- Organize a campaign to raise awareness about pet adoption.
- Students can create posters, brochures, and social media posts that
highlight:
- The importance of adopting pets from shelters.
- Responsible pet ownership tips.
- Local shelters where pets can be adopted.

Outcome: This activity connects literature with real-world issues,
encouraging empathy and social responsibility.

Exploring Other Beverly Cleary Works

While "Strider" is a fantastic starting point, Beverly Cleary's other works
also provide ample opportunities for engaging literature activities.



1. Ramona Quimby Series

The Ramona series chronicles the adventures and misadventures of a spirited
girl named Ramona.

Activities:
- Role-Playing: Students can act out their favorite scenes, exploring
character motivations and emotions.
- Journal Writing: Students can keep a journal from Ramona's perspective,
reflecting on her thoughts and feelings during various events.

2. Henry Huggins Series

Henry Huggins' stories revolve around a young boy and his dog, Ribsy,
showcasing themes of friendship and adventure.

Activities:
- Pet Show and Tell: Students can bring in pictures or stories about their
pets, relating them to Henry and Ribsy's experiences.
- Adventure Mapping: Students can map out Henry’s adventures, discussing the
significance of each journey.

3. The Mouse and the Motorcycle

This delightful tale follows a mouse named Ralph who
dreams of adventure on a toy motorcycle.

Activities:
- Design Your Vehicle: Students can design their own
imaginative vehicle, similar to Ralph’s motorcycle,
and explain its features.
- Creative Storytelling: Students can create their
own adventure story featuring a toy or animal
character, inspired by Ralph's journey.

Conclusion



Beverly Cleary literature activities Strider Susan
onion provide a wealth of opportunities to engage
students with literature in meaningful and creative
ways. By connecting the themes and characters of
Cleary’s works to engaging activities, educators can
foster a love for reading that lasts a lifetime. The
activities outlined above not only enhance
comprehension but also inspire creativity, critical
thinking, and social responsibility. Through these
explorations, students can gain a deeper
appreciation for the timeless stories of Beverly
Cleary, enriching their literary journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the character Strider in
Beverly Cleary's literature?

Strider is a pivotal character in Beverly Cleary's
book 'The Mouse and the Motorcycle', symbolizing
adventure and friendship, as he helps the
protagonist, Ralph, navigate challenges.

How can educators incorporate Strider's character
into literature activities?

Educators can create character mapping activities
that explore Strider's traits, motivations, and
relationships with other characters, fostering
critical thinking and comprehension.



What themes are prevalent in Beverly Cleary's works
that include Strider?

Themes of friendship, adventure, and self-discovery
are prevalent in Cleary's works featuring Strider,
highlighting the importance of relationships and
bravery.

What literary techniques does Beverly Cleary use in
her depiction of Strider?

Cleary employs vivid imagery, dialogue, and
relatable experiences to bring Strider to life,
making him a memorable character that resonates with
young readers.

How does Susan Onion relate to the themes in
Cleary's literature?

Susan Onion, from the book 'The Luckiest Girl',
represents resilience and the journey of self-
acceptance, paralleling the themes of growth and
friendship found in Cleary's other works.

What activities can help students analyze Susan
Onion's character development?

Students can engage in role-playing activities or
write character diaries from Susan's perspective to
deepen their understanding of her growth throughout



the story.

How does Beverly Cleary address issues of childhood
through her characters like Strider and Susan Onion?

Cleary addresses childhood issues such as peer
pressure, identity, and the quest for belonging,
using characters like Strider and Susan to
illustrate these challenges and resolutions.

What can readers learn from the interactions between
Strider and other characters?

Readers can learn about the importance of teamwork,
empathy, and communication through Strider's
interactions, showcasing how collaboration leads to
overcoming obstacles.

How can creative writing exercises be tied to the
themes in Cleary's works featuring Strider and Susan
Onion?

Creative writing exercises can encourage students to
write their own adventure stories inspired by
Strider or personal narratives reflecting Susan's
growth, allowing them to explore themes of adventure
and self-discovery.
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