BIBLE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ABORTION

BIBLE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ABORTION HAVE BEEN A TOPIC OF INTENSE DEBATE AMONG THEOLOGIANS, ETHICISTS, AND LAYPEOPLE
ALIKE. THE COMPLEXITY OF THIS ISSUE STEMS FROM THE DIVERSE INTERPRETATIONS OF BIBLICAL TEXTS AND THE CULTURAL
CONTEXTS IN WHICH THESE TEXTS WERE WRITTEN. THIS ARTICLE AIMS TO EXPLORE THE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON ABORTION,
EXAMINING RELEVANT SCRIPTURES, HISTORICAL CONTEXTS, AND THE IMPLICATIONS FOR CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ON THE
TOPIC.

UNDERSTANDING THE BisLICAL CONTEXT

TO ENGAGE WITH THE TOPIC OF ABORTION FROM A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE, IT IS CRUCIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL AND
CULTURAL CONTEXT IN WHICH THE BIBLE WAS WRITTEN. THE ANCIENT NEAR EASTERN SOCIETIES, INCLUDING THOSE DEPICTED IN
THE BIBLE, HELD VARIOUS VIEWS ABOUT LIFE, PERSONHOOD, AND THE VALUE OF A FETUS.

LiFe AND PERSONHOOD IN THE BIBLE

THE QUESTION OF WHEN LIFE BEGINS AND THE PERSONHOOD OF THE FETUS IS CENTRAL TO THE ABORTION DEBATE. V ARIOUS
PASSAGES IN THE BIBLE PROVIDE INSIGHTS INTO THE UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE:

- GENESIS 1:26-27: THIS PASSAGE STATES THAT HUMANS ARE CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD, WHICH MANY INTERPRET AS
CONFERRING INHERENT DIGNITY AND VALUE TO HUMAN LIFE.

- PsaltM 139:13-16: THE PSALMIST EXPRESSES A BELIEF THAT GOD IS INTIMATELY INVOLVED IN THE FORMATION OF A PERSON
IN THE WOMB, SUGGESTING THAT LIFE IS PRECIOUS FROM CONCEPTION.

- Exopus 21:22-25: THIS PASSAGE DISCUSSES A SITUATION WHERE A PREGNANT WOMAN IS HARMED, LEADING TO A
MISCARRIAGE. THE TEXT INDICATES DIFFERENT PENALTIES BASED ON WHETHER THE WOMAN OR THE FETUS IS HARMED, WHICH
SOME INTERPRET AS A DISTINCTION IN VALUE.

THESE VERSES ILLUSTRATE A COMPLEX UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE AND PERSONHOOD, BUT THEY DO NOT PROVIDE EXPLICIT
INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING ABORTION.

SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES ON ABORTION

THE BIBLE DOES NOT CONTAIN EXPLICIT INSTRUCTIONS OR COMMANDS REGARDING ABORTION. HO\)VEVER, SEVERAL PASSAGES
ARE OFTEN REFERENCED IN DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE MORALITY OF ABORTION:

Key SCRIPTURES

1. JereMiAH 1:5: “BEFORE | FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB, | KNEW YOU, AND BEFORE YOU WERE BORN, | CONSECRATED You; |
APPOINTED YOU A PROPHET TO THE NATIONS.”

- THIS VERSE EMPHASIZES GOD'S FOREKNOWLEDGE AND PURPOSE FOR INDIVIDUALS, SUGGESTING A DIVINE PLAN THAT BEGINS
BEFORE BIRTH.

2. LUKE 1:39-45: IN THIS NARRATIVE, THE UNBORN JOHN THE BAPTIST RECOGNIZED THE PRESENCE OF THE UNBORN JESUS, WHICH
SOME INTERPRET AS EVIDENCE OF THE PERSONHOOD OF THE FETUS.

3. MATTHEW 19:18-19: JESUS CITES THE COMMANDMENT Y OU SHALL NOT MURDER,” WHICH RAISES ETHICAL QUESTIONS
ABOUT THE ACT OF ABORTION AS A MORAL ISSUE.

W/HILE THESE PASSAGES ARE OFTEN INVOKED IN DISCUSSIONS OF ABORTION, THEY DO NOT PROVIDE DIRECT INSTRUCTIONS



REGARDING THE ACT ITSELF.

THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

V ARIOUS THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES INFLUENCE INTERPRETATIONS OF BIBLICAL TEXTS CONCERNING ABORTION. (UNDERST ANDING
THESE PERSPECTIVES CAN SHED LIGHT ON THE DIFFERING VIEWS WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.

CoNSerRVATIVE CHRISTIAN VIEWPOINTS

MANY CONSERVATIVE CHRISTIANS HOLD THE BELIEF THAT LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION. THEY OFTEN ARGUE THAT ABORTION IS
EQUIVALENT TO MURDER BASED ON THE SANCTITY OF LIFE PRINCIPLE DERIVED FROM SCRIPTURE. KEY POINTS INCLUDE:

- THE BELIEF THAT ALL HUMAN LIFE IS SACRED.

- THE INTERPRETATION OF BIBLICAL PASSAGES AS AFFIRMING THE PERSONHOOD OF THE UNBORN.
- THE EMPHASIS ON THE MORAL OBLIGATION TO PROTECT LIFE.

LiserAL CHRISTIAN VIEWPOINTS

ON THE OTHER HAND, LIBERAL CHRISTIANS MAY APPROACH THE TOPIC WITH A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING. THEY OFTEN
EMPHASIZE:

- THE IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE AND CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING PREGNANCY.

- THE BELIEF THAT THE BIBLE DOES NOT ADDRESS ABORTION DIRECTLY, ALLOWING FOR A RANGE OF INTERPRETATIONS.
- A FOCUS ON COMPASSION AND THE WELL-BEING OF THE MOTHER, ADVOCATING FOR THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF ABORTION IN BiBLiCAL TIMES

T O UNDERSTAND THE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE ON ABORTION, IT'S ALSO IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER HOW ANCIENT SOCIETIES
VIEWED PREGNANCY AND ABORTION.

ABORTION PRACTICES IN ANCIENT CULTURES

- ANCIENT NEAR EAST: MANY CULTURES PRACTICED FORMS OF ABORTION OR CONTRACEPTION. THE UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE AND
THE FETUS WAS OFTEN DIFFERENT THAN MODERN INTERPRETATIONS.

- LEGAL TEXTS: SOME ANCIENT LEGAL CODES, SUCH AS THE CoDE OF HAMMURABI, INCLUDED REGULATIONS CONCERNING
PREGNANCY AND ABORTION, REFLECTING SOCIETAL NORMS AROUND THESE ISSUES.

THESE PRACTICES INDICATE THAT ABORTION WAS NOT AN UNCOMMON ISSUE IN BIBLICAL TIMES, AND THE ABSENCE OF EXPLICIT
BIBLICAL LAWS MAY SUGGEST A DIFFERENT CULTURAL APPROACH TO SUCH MATTERS.

CONTEMPORARY |MPLICATIONS

THE DEBATE OVER ABORTION CONTINUES TO BE A CONTENTIOUS ISSUE IN MODERN SOCIETY, WITH RELIGIOUS PERSPECTIVES
PLAYING A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN SHAPING PUBLIC OPINION AND POLICY.



LeGAL AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

1. Pro-LIFE MOVEMENT: MANY RELIGIOUS GROUPS ADVOCATE FOR THE PROTECTION OF FETAL LIFE, OFTEN USING BIBLICAL
TEXTS TO SUPPORT THEIR STANCE. THEY ARGUE FOR LAWS THAT RESTRICT OR BAN ABORTION BASED ON THE BELIEF THAT LIFE
BEGINS AT CONCEPTION.

2. Pro-CHolcE MOVEMENT: OPPONENTS ARGUE FOR A WOMAN'S RIGHT TO MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT HER OWN BODY,
EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF INDIVIDUAL CONSCIENCE AND CIRCUMSTANCES. MANY WITHIN THIS MOVEMENT ALSO DRAW ON
ETHICAL PRINCIPLES OF COMPASSION AND CARE.

SeexkING GUIDANCE

FOR INDIVIDUALS GRAPPLING WITH THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF ABORTION, SEEKING GUIDANCE FROM RELIGIOUS LEADERS,
ENGAGING IN PRAYER, AND STUDYING SCRIPTURE CAN PROVIDE CLARITY. IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS MAY INCLUDE:

- PERSONAL BELIEFS AND VALUES.
- THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING OF THE MOTHER.
- THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE PREGNANCY.

CoNCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, BIBLE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ABORTION ARE NOT EXPLICITLY OUTLINED IN SCRIPTURE, LEADING TO A WIDE RANGE OF
INTERPRETATIONS AMONG CHRISTIANS. THE UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE, PERSONHOOD, AND THE MORAL IMPLICATIONS OF ABORTION
ARE DEEPLY INFLUENCED BY THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES, HISTORICAL CONTEXTS, AND INDIVIDUAL BELIEFS. AS SOCIETY
CONTINUES TO GRAPPLE WITH THE COMPLEXITIES OF ABORTION, THE BIBLICAL TEXTS REMAIN A SIGNIFICANT REFERENCE POINT
FOR MANY, SHAPING THE ONGOING DIALOGUE AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS SURROUNDING THIS DEEPLY PERSONAL ISSUE.

ENGAGING WITH THESE TEXTS, CONSIDERING THEIR HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, AND REFLECTING ON PERSONAL BELIEFS CAN HELP
INDIVIDUALS NAVIGATE THE CHALLENGING LANDSCAPE OF ABORTION IN A WAY THAT ALIGNS WITH THEIR VALUES AND
UNDERSTANDING OF FAITH.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

\WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE VALUE OF LIFE IN RELATION TO ABORTION?

THE BIBLE EMPHASIZES THE VALUE OF LIFE, WITH VERSES LIKE PSALM 139:13-16 HIGHLIGHTING GOD'S ROLE IN FORMING
INDIVIDUALS IN THE WOMB. THIS HAS LED MANY TO INTERPRET THAT LIFE BEGINS AT CONCEPTION.

ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC BIBLE VERSES THAT ADDRESS ABORTION DIRECTLY?

THE BIBLE DOES NOT EXPLICITLY MENTION ABORTION. HOWEVER, VERSES SUCH AS Exopus 20:13 ("You SHALL NOT
MURDER’) ARE OFTEN CITED IN ARGUMENTS AGAINST ABORTION.

How Do DIFFERENT CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS INTERPRET THE BIBLE'S STANCE ON
ABORTION?

INTERPRETATIONS VARY SIGNIFICANTLY AMONG CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS. SOME/ LIKE THE CATHOLIC CHURCH/ OPPOSE

ABORTION IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES, WHILE OTHERS, SUCH AS SOME PROTESTANT GROUPS, MAY ALLOW IT IN CASES OF HEALTH
RISKS TO THE MOTHER OR SEVERE FETAL ABNORMALITIES.



\WHAT BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES MIGHT GUIDE A CHRISTIAN'S DECISION ABOUT ABORTION?

CHRISTIANS MAY CONSIDER PRINCIPLES SUCH AS THE SANCTITY OF LIFE, THE IMPORTANCE OF COMPASSION AND CARE FOR THE
MOTHER, AND THE BELIEF IN SEEKING Gob’S GUIDANCE THROUGH PRAYER AND SCRIPTURE.

How DOES THE STORY OF HANNAH IN THE BIBLE RELATE TO DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
ABORTION?

HANNAH'S STORY IN 1 SAMUEL SHOWS HER DEEP DESIRE FOR A CHILD AND HER VOW TO DEDICATE HIM TO GOD. T HIGHLIGHTS
THE VALUE OF MOTHERHOOD AND THE EMOTIONAL AND SPIRITUAL DIMENSIONS SURROUNDING PREGNANCY , OFTEN INFLUENCING
VIEWS ON ABORTION.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES THE CONCEPT OF FREE WILL PLAY IN BIBLICAL DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
ABORTION?

THE CONCEPT OF FREE WILL IS SIGNIFICANT, AS MANY CHRISTIANS BELIEVE INDIVIDUALS HAVE THE RIGHT TO MAKE PERSONAL
CHOICES, INCLUDING DECISIONS ABOUT ABORTION, WHILE ALSO BEING ACCOUNTABLE TO GOD FOR THOSE CHOICES.

How DO PRO-LIFE ADVOCATES USE BIBLICAL TEACHINGS TO ARGUE AGAINST
ABORTION?

PRO-LIFE ADVOCATES OFTEN REFERENCE SCRIPTURE THAT UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF LIFE AND GOD'S CREATION, SUCH
AS JEReMIAH 1:5 ("BEFORE | FORMED YOU IN THE WOMB, | KNEW YOU'), TO ARGUE THAT ABORTION IS CONTRARY TO BIBLICAL
TEACHINGS.
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