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Bible Study on Gideon

The story of Gideon is one of the most compelling narratives found in the
Book of Judges, highlighting themes of faith, divine intervention, and
leadership. Gideon, a seemingly ordinary man from the tribe of Manasseh, was
called by God to deliver Israel from the oppression of the Midianites. This
account not only reveals the character of Gideon but also illustrates God's
power to use the unlikely, the weak, and the doubting for His purposes. This
article will explore the life of Gideon, his call to leadership, his
miraculous victories, and the lessons we can draw from his story.

Background Context

To understand the significance of Gideon's story, it is essential to grasp
the historical context in which it unfolds. The Book of Judges chronicles a
tumultuous period in Israel's history after the death of Joshua and before
the establishment of the monarchy. The Israelites frequently turned away from
God, leading to cycles of sin, oppression, repentance, and deliverance.

The Cycle of Sin in Israel

1. Sin: The Israelites would abandon God and worship idols.
2. Oppression: As a consequence, they would fall under the control of
neighboring nations (in this case, the Midianites).
3. Repentance: In their distress, the Israelites would cry out to God for
help.
4. Deliverance: God would raise a judge to deliver them from oppression.

This cycle is pivotal in understanding why God chose Gideon and the
circumstances surrounding his calling.

Gideon's Calling

The narrative of Gideon begins in Judges 6, where we find Israel suffering
greatly under the Midianite oppression. The Midianites would invade Israel,
destroying crops and livestock, leading the Israelites to live in fear and
poverty.

The Angel of the Lord Appears

In this dire situation, God sends an angel to call Gideon. The angel finds
Gideon threshing wheat in a winepress, a sign of his fear and the oppressive
environment. The encounter is significant for several reasons:

- God’s Choice: Gideon was not a prominent leader or warrior; he was from the
least clan in Manasseh and considered himself the least in his family (Judges
6:15). This showcases God's tendency to use the humble and seemingly



insignificant for His grand purposes.
- Divine Assurance: The angel greets Gideon with the words, “The Lord is with
you, mighty warrior” (Judges 6:12). This declaration emphasizes that God sees
potential in Gideon that Gideon himself does not recognize.

Gideon's Doubts and Sign Requests

Despite the encouraging words, Gideon expresses doubt about his ability to
lead Israel to victory:

- Questioning God’s Presence: Gideon asks, “If the Lord is with us, why has
all this happened to us?” (Judges 6:13). This reflects a common struggle of
faith when faced with adversity.
- Request for Signs: To reassure himself of God's calling, Gideon asks for
signs. He requests a miraculous confirmation through the fleece test, where
he asks God to make the fleece wet while the surrounding ground remains dry,
followed by the opposite the next night (Judges 6:36-40). This interaction
highlights the human tendency to seek confirmation of divine will.

The Battle Against Midian

After confirming Gideon’s calling, God instructs him to gather an army to
confront the Midianites. However, God has a unique plan in mind.

Reduction of Gideon’s Army

Gideon initially gathers 32,000 men, but God tells him that this number is
too large. God wants to ensure that the victory is attributed to Him rather
than the strength of the army. The army is reduced in the following steps:

1. Fearful Soldiers: God instructs Gideon to send home anyone who is afraid,
reducing the number to 10,000.
2. Test at the River: God then instructs Gideon to take the men to the river
and observe how they drink. Those who lap water with their tongues are
chosen, leaving Gideon with only 300 men (Judges 7:1-8).

This drastic reduction serves a dual purpose: it demonstrates God’s power and
instills confidence in Gideon, knowing that the victory would be undeniably
attributed to God.

Strategy and Victory

With his 300 men, Gideon employs an unconventional battle strategy involving
torches, jars, and trumpets. The night attack creates confusion among the
Midianites, leading them to turn on each other, resulting in a miraculous
victory for Israel (Judges 7:19-22).

- Divine Intervention: This victory underscores that it was not Gideon’s
military prowess but God’s intervention that led to their success.
- The Role of Faith: Gideon’s obedience in following God’s unconventional
strategy exemplifies his growth in faith and leadership.



Gideon’s Legacy and Lessons Learned

Gideon’s story is not just about military victory; it serves as a rich source
of lessons for believers today.

Faith and Obedience

- Trusting God’s Plan: Gideon’s journey from doubt to faith illustrates the
importance of trusting God’s plan, even when it seems improbable.
- Obedience in Action: Gideon demonstrates that faith must be accompanied by
action. He did not just receive God’s promise but actively participated in
fulfilling it.

God’s Use of the Unlikely

- Empowerment of Ordinary Individuals: Gideon’s story highlights how God can
use anyone, regardless of their background or perceived weaknesses, to
accomplish His purposes.
- Encouragement for the Doubtful: For those struggling with self-doubt,
Gideon’s example serves as a reminder that God sees our potential and is more
than capable of equipping us for the tasks He calls us to.

The Importance of Community and Leadership

- Rallying Others: Gideon’s ability to rally the Israelites to follow him
after his victory over the Midianites shows the importance of leadership and
community in faith.
- Caution Against Idolatry: Despite his initial faith, Gideon later makes a
golden ephod that leads Israel back into idolatry (Judges 8:27). This warns
believers about the dangers of straying from God after experiencing His
deliverance.

Conclusion

The story of Gideon is a powerful testament to God’s ability to use the
ordinary for extraordinary purposes. It invites us to reflect on our own
faith journeys, encouraging us to trust in God’s plans, obey His call, and
recognize that our weaknesses can be the very instruments of His strength. As
we study Gideon’s life, we learn the importance of faith, community, and the
necessity of remaining vigilant against the temptations of idolatry.
Ultimately, Gideon’s narrative is not just a historical account but a
timeless reminder of God’s faithfulness and His desire to work through us for
His greater glory.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the significance of Gideon's calling in the
Bible?

Gideon's calling is significant as it highlights God's choice of unlikely
leaders. Despite Gideon's initial doubt and fear, God assures him of His
presence and power, demonstrating that God can use anyone for His purposes.

What lessons can we learn from Gideon's victory over
the Midianites?

Gideon's victory teaches us about faith and reliance on God. Even with a
small army, Gideon succeeded because he obeyed God's instructions and trusted
in divine intervention, reminding us that success often comes from faith
rather than numbers or strength.

How does Gideon's story illustrate the theme of doubt
and faith?

Gideon's story illustrates the struggle between doubt and faith as he
initially questions God's plan and seeks signs for reassurance. His journey
from doubt to a bold leader exemplifies how faith can grow through experience
and divine confirmation.

What role did the fleece test play in Gideon's
narrative?

The fleece test served as a means for Gideon to seek confirmation of God's
will. By asking for specific signs, Gideon expressed his uncertainties and
need for assurance, which ultimately led him to a deeper trust in God's plan.

In what ways did Gideon demonstrate leadership
qualities?

Gideon demonstrated leadership qualities by rallying the Israelites,
strategizing the attack against the Midianites, and obeying God's commands.
His ability to inspire and mobilize others, despite personal doubts,
showcases effective leadership.

What can modern believers learn from Gideon's
encounters with God?

Modern believers can learn the importance of seeking God's guidance in their
lives, being open to His direction, and having faith in His promises.
Gideon's encounters remind us that God is patient with our doubts and desires
a relationship built on trust.

How does Gideon's story relate to the concept of
God's power being made perfect in weakness?

Gideon's story exemplifies the biblical principle that God's power is made
perfect in weakness, as he was initially fearful and reluctant. Through
Gideon’s weaknesses, God demonstrated His strength, showing that He can
accomplish great things through those who feel inadequate.
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