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Black Friday Racist History

Black Friday has become synonymous with massive sales and shopping sprees, marking the
unofficial start of the holiday shopping season. However, the term "Black Friday" has a complex and
troubling history, particularly in relation to race in the United States. This article delves into the
origins of Black Friday, its evolution over the years, and the instances of racial tensions that have
marred its celebrations.

Origins of Black Friday

The term "Black Friday" initially had a different connotation than the retail frenzy we associate it
with today.

Historical Context

1. Police and Pedestrian Traffic: The phrase "Black Friday" was first used in the 1960s by police
officers in Philadelphia to describe the day after Thanksgiving. This day was notorious for the influx
of shoppers and tourists that flooded the city, creating chaos and traffic disturbances. Officers had
to work longer hours to manage the crowds, which led to the negative connotation of the term.

2. Commercial Adoption: Retailers later sought to reclaim the term, transforming it into a positive
marketing tool. By the late 1980s, the narrative shifted to focus on the financial benefits of the day,
with "black" representing profitability (as opposed to "red," which indicates financial losses).

Racial Undertones in Black Friday

As Black Friday evolved into a major shopping event, it also became a focal point for various racial
issues and incidents that highlight the intersection of consumerism and racism in America.

Incidents of Violence

The intense competition for deals has often resulted in chaotic and violent situations. Several high-
profile incidents have raised concerns about how these events disproportionately affect marginalized
communities.

- Trampling and Fights: Over the years, there have been numerous reports of shoppers trampling
others in a rush to grab discounted items. These events have led to injuries and even fatalities, often
involving people of color who are disproportionately represented in these incidents.



- Altercations and Arrests: Racial tensions have also surfaced during altercations in stores. Many
reports indicate that racial minorities are more likely to be targeted by law enforcement during
these confrontations, leading to a cycle of racial profiling and discrimination.

Consumerism and Racial Disparities

The shopping frenzy of Black Friday often highlights the economic disparities among different racial
groups:

1. Access to Wealth: Historically, Black and other minority communities have faced systemic barriers
to wealth accumulation. The disparity in financial resources means that while some can afford to
indulge in Black Friday sales, many others cannot. This can create a sense of exclusion and
marginalization.

2. Predatory Marketing: Retailers often target minority communities with aggressive marketing

strategies, promoting credit offers and high-interest financing options that can lead to long-term
debt. The cycle of consumerism thus becomes intertwined with racial exploitation.

Media Representation

The portrayal of Black Friday in the media often perpetuates racial stereotypes, reinforcing negative
perceptions of communities of color.

Racial Stereotypes in Coverage

- Negative Framing: Coverage of Black Friday events frequently emphasizes chaotic scenes involving
Black shoppers, which can perpetuate harmful stereotypes about behavior and consumerism. This
framing ignores the broader context of systemic issues contributing to these behaviors.

- Lack of Diverse Voices: Media narratives often lack representation from diverse voices, leading to

one-dimensional portrayals of events. This can further entrench stereotypes and biases in public
perception.

The Role of Social Media

Social media has amplified discussions around the racial implications of Black Friday, providing a
platform for voices that might otherwise go unheard.

Activism and Awareness

1. Hashtags and Movements: Activists have utilized social media to raise awareness about the racial



dynamics of Black Friday. Hashtags such as BoycottBlackFriday have emerged to encourage
consumers to reconsider their shopping habits and the broader implications of consumerism.

2. Community Initiatives: Many community organizations have started initiatives aimed at promoting
economic justice and encouraging responsible spending. These movements emphasize supporting
local businesses and fostering economic empowerment within marginalized communities.

Future of Black Friday

As society becomes more aware of the racial implications of consumer culture, the future of Black
Friday may evolve.

Potential Changes in Consumer Behavior

1. Conscious Consumerism: There is a growing trend towards conscious consumerism, where
shoppers prioritize ethical spending and support businesses that promote diversity and inclusivity.

2. Alternative Shopping Events: Some communities have started to promote alternative shopping
events that focus on local artisans, Black-owned businesses, and socially responsible brands.

Retailer Responsibility

Retailers also bear a responsibility in addressing the racial issues associated with Black Friday by:

- Implementing policies that promote inclusivity and equity in their marketing strategies.

- Ensuring that their stores are safe spaces for all customers, regardless of race.

- Engaging with local communities to foster relationships that benefit both the business and the
community.

Conclusion

The history of Black Friday is intertwined with issues of race, consumerism, and social justice. While
the day has transformed from a chaotic shopping event into a commercial holiday, the underlying
racial tensions and disparities still persist. Understanding this complex history is crucial for
fostering a more equitable future in consumer culture. By acknowledging these realities, we can
work towards a Black Friday that celebrates diversity, inclusivity, and responsible consumerism,
rather than reinforcing harmful stereotypes and inequalities.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the historical context of Black Friday in relation to
racial issues?

Black Friday originally referred to the financial crisis in 1869, but over time, it has become
associated with consumerism. Racial issues have emerged during shopping events, where
predominantly white shoppers have sometimes marginalized Black individuals and communities.

How have Black Americans historically experienced Black
Friday sales?

Historically, Black Americans have faced discrimination and violence during Black Friday sales
events. Incidents include being denied service or facing aggressive behavior from security, reflecting
larger societal issues of racism and inequality.

What role does consumerism play in the racial dynamics of
Black Friday?

Consumerism can exacerbate racial dynamics by highlighting inequalities in access to resources.
Black Friday sales often attract diverse demographics, but systemic barriers mean that Black
communities may not benefit equally from these sales.

Are there specific instances that highlight racism during
Black Friday?

Yes, there have been multiple instances where Black shoppers were targeted by law enforcement or
faced hostility from other customers during Black Friday sales, reflecting broader societal tensions
around race and economic disparity.

How has the portrayal of Black Friday in media contributed to
its racial implications?

Media coverage often focuses on chaotic scenes during Black Friday, sometimes disproportionately
highlighting incidents involving Black shoppers, which can perpetuate stereotypes and contribute to
negative perceptions of Black communities.

What can retailers do to address racial disparities during
Black Friday?

Retailers can implement diversity training for staff, actively promote inclusion in marketing, and
ensure that sales and promotions are accessible to all communities, thus fostering a more equitable
shopping environment.

How do community organizations address the racial
implications of Black Friday?

Community organizations often advocate for fair treatment and equality during shopping events,



promote awareness of racial issues, and may organize alternative events that focus on supporting
Black-owned businesses.

What is the significance of the term 'Black Friday' in relation
to race?

The term 'Black Friday' has evolved over time; while it originally referred to the day after
Thanksgiving as a profitable day for retailers, it has unwittingly become associated with racial
dynamics due to the experiences of Black shoppers during the sales.

How can education about the history of Black Friday improve
racial dynamics?

Educating the public about the history of Black Friday and its racial implications can foster empathy,
awareness, and ultimately lead to more inclusive shopping practices that respect all communities.
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