
blood covenant michael franzese
Blood Covenant Michael Franzese is a term that evokes a complex narrative
involving loyalty, betrayal, and the intricate social dynamics of organized
crime. Michael Franzese, a former caporegime of the Colombo crime family, has
become a prominent figure in discussions about the mafia's inner workings,
particularly concerning the concept of blood covenants. In this article, we
will delve into the life of Michael Franzese, explore the essence of blood
covenants within the mafia context, and examine how these elements intertwine
in his story.

Who is Michael Franzese?

Michael Franzese was born on May 27, 1951, in Brooklyn, New York, into a
family deeply entrenched in organized crime. His father, John "Sonny"
Franzese Sr., was a well-known capodecina in the Colombo crime family.
Growing up in this environment, Michael was exposed to the mafia lifestyle
from a young age.

After graduating from college with a degree in business administration, he
initially pursued a legitimate career. However, the allure of fast money and
power led him to join the family business. By the early 1980s, Michael became
a made man in the Colombo crime family and eventually rose to the rank of
caporegime.

Rise in the Mafia

Michael's rise within the ranks of the Colombo family was marked by several
key activities:

1. Gasoline Bootlegging: Franzese became notorious for his involvement in a
large-scale gasoline bootlegging operation, which reportedly generated
millions in revenue. His operation was so sophisticated that it attracted the
attention of law enforcement and rival families.

2. Business Ventures: Michael was involved in various legitimate businesses
that served as fronts for the mafia's illegal activities, including
restaurants and nightclubs. This duality allowed him to launder money and
maintain a low profile.

3. Conflict and Power Struggles: The Colombo family was known for its
internal conflicts, especially during the 1990s. Michael's loyalty was put to
the test as he navigated power struggles, making crucial decisions that would
define his career.



The Concept of Blood Covenant

A blood covenant in the mafia context refers to an unbreakable bond between
individuals, often symbolized by loyalty, secrecy, and trust. It’s a
commitment to protect and support one another, often at the cost of one's own
well-being. This concept is deeply rooted in the mafia's code of conduct,
known as "Omertà," which emphasizes silence and loyalty.

Characteristics of a Blood Covenant

The following points outline the key characteristics of a blood covenant in
organized crime:

1. Loyalty: Members are expected to prioritize their allegiance to one
another above all else, including family and friends outside of the
organization.

2. Secrecy: Information about the organization’s activities is kept within
the group, often enforced through intimidation and violence.

3. Sacrifice: Individuals may be required to make personal sacrifices for the
sake of the group, including committing illegal acts or protecting fellow
members from law enforcement.

4. Consequences of Betrayal: The repercussions of breaking a blood covenant
can be severe, often resulting in violence or death. This serves as a
deterrent and reinforces the importance of loyalty.

Michael Franzese and His Blood Covenant

Franzese’s life in the Colombo family exemplifies the profound implications
of blood covenants. His loyalty to the family and the consequences of his
decisions shaped his identity and ultimately led to his downfall.

Turning Point

In the early 1990s, Franzese faced a significant turning point in his life.
After being indicted on various charges, he was confronted with the reality
of his choices. The pressure from law enforcement and the threat of
imprisonment forced him to reevaluate his allegiance to the mafia.

1. Cooperation with Authorities: In a bold move, Franzese decided to
cooperate with the government. This decision was not taken lightly, as it
meant breaking his blood covenant with the Colombo family.



2. Consequences of Cooperation: His cooperation led to the conviction of
numerous mafia members, including higher-ranking officials. This act of
betrayal placed a target on his back, making him a marked man within the
criminal underworld.

Life After the Mafia

After leaving the mafia, Michael Franzese transformed his life. He became a
sought-after speaker and author, sharing his experiences and shedding light
on the realities of organized crime. His story serves as a cautionary tale
about the consequences of a life of crime and the emotional and psychological
toll it can take.

1. Public Speaking: Franzese has spoken at various events, educating
audiences about the dangers of gang life and the importance of making
positive choices.

2. Authorship: He has written several books detailing his life in the mafia,
including "Mafia Autobiography," which provides insights into the intricate
world of organized crime.

3. Media Presence: Michael has appeared on numerous television shows and
documentaries, discussing his experiences and the lessons learned from his
past.

Lessons from Michael Franzese's Life

Michael Franzese’s journey offers several important lessons about loyalty,
choices, and the consequences of living a life steeped in crime.

Understanding Loyalty

1. True Loyalty vs. Blind Loyalty: While loyalty is a valued trait, blind
loyalty to a criminal organization can lead to dire consequences. Franzese’s
story illustrates the importance of discerning between loyalty to individuals
and loyalty to a destructive lifestyle.

2. The Cost of Betrayal: Franzese’s decision to cooperate with authorities
highlights the heavy price of betrayal in the mafia world. It serves as a
reminder that loyalty can sometimes come at the expense of personal freedom
and safety.



Redemption and Transformation

1. Second Chances: Michael's life after the mafia is a testament to the
possibility of redemption. His transition from a life of crime to a life of
purpose underscores the idea that change is achievable, no matter one’s past.

2. Positive Influence: By sharing his story, Franzese aims to influence
others positively, encouraging them to make better choices and avoid the
pitfalls of organized crime.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the concept of blood covenant Michael Franzese encapsulates a
narrative filled with loyalty, betrayal, and the complexities of organized
crime. Michael Franzese’s life serves as a powerful reminder of the potential
for redemption and the importance of making choices that align with one’s
values. His story continues to resonate with those who seek to understand the
intricate dynamics of loyalty and the consequences of a life lived in the
shadows of crime. As he navigates his new path, Franzese remains a compelling
figure, illustrating that it is never too late to change one’s course.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Michael Franzese's 'Blood
Covenant'?
The main theme of 'Blood Covenant' revolves around loyalty, betrayal, and the
consequences of a life intertwined with organized crime, reflecting
Franzese's personal experiences in the Mafia.

How does Michael Franzese describe his
transformation in 'Blood Covenant'?
In 'Blood Covenant', Franzese describes his transformation from a powerful
caporegime in the Colombo crime family to a man seeking redemption and a new
purpose in life after leaving the mob.

What insights does 'Blood Covenant' provide about
the Mafia's inner workings?
The book offers a detailed look at the operations, values, and codes of
conduct within the Mafia, including the significance of loyalty and the harsh
realities of mob life.



What role does faith play in Michael Franzese's
narrative in 'Blood Covenant'?
Faith plays a crucial role in 'Blood Covenant', as Franzese discusses his
spiritual journey and how finding faith helped him navigate his past and seek
a path towards a more meaningful life.

How does Michael Franzese address the issue of
family in 'Blood Covenant'?
Franzese emphasizes the importance of family, both biological and within the
Mafia, while also reflecting on the strain that his criminal life placed on
his personal relationships.

What lessons does Michael Franzese share in 'Blood
Covenant' for those considering a life of crime?
In 'Blood Covenant', Franzese shares cautionary lessons about the allure of
crime, the ultimate price of loyalty to the Mafia, and the emptiness that
often accompanies a life of crime.

How does 'Blood Covenant' differ from other Mafia
memoirs?
Unlike many other Mafia memoirs, 'Blood Covenant' focuses not just on the
glamorization of mob life but also on the psychological and spiritual
ramifications of living that lifestyle.

What impact has 'Blood Covenant' had on readers and
the public perception of organized crime?
'Blood Covenant' has impacted readers by providing a more nuanced view of
organized crime, encouraging discussions about morality, redemption, and the
consequences of a life of crime, thereby influencing public perception.
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