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Blood of the Dragon is a pivotal concept within the expansive lore of George R.R. Martin's
"A Song of Ice and Fire" series and its related works, particularly in the context of Targaryen
history. The Targaryens, known for their distinctive silver hair and violet eyes, are a family
steeped in the legacy of dragons, both literally and figuratively. The phrase "blood of the
dragon" refers not only to their lineage but also to the magical connection the Targaryens
have with dragons, which has shaped their identity and destiny throughout the history of
Westeros. This article will explore the origins, significance, and implications of the "blood of
the dragon" within Martin's universe, examining key characters, events, and themes that
arise from this rich tapestry of myth and history.

Origins of the Targaryen Dynasty

The Targaryens originated from the ancient Valyrian Freehold, a powerful civilization known
for its mastery over dragons and advanced magic. When the Doom of Valyria struck,
destroying the peninsula and its inhabitants, the Targaryens were one of the few families to
survive, thanks to their decision to settle on Dragonstone, an island off the coast of
Westeros.

The Significance of Dragons

Dragons are central to Targaryen identity, representing power, dominance, and the ability
to instill fear. A few key points about dragons in Targaryen lore include:

- Symbol of Power: Dragons were used in warfare, allowing the Targaryens to conquer and
unify the Seven Kingdoms under Aegon I Targaryen.
- Connection to Magic: The Targaryens are often portrayed as having a unique bond with
dragons, believed to be a product of their Valyrian ancestry and their bloodline.
- Rituals and Traditions: The Targaryens practiced rituals involving dragons, including the
famous dragon-riding tradition that only a select few could master.

Blood of the Dragon in Targaryen History

The phrase "blood of the dragon" is used to denote the purity and power of the Targaryen
lineage. Throughout their history, several key events and figures exemplify this concept.

Key Figures

1. Aegon I Targaryen: The first Targaryen king of Westeros, Aegon united the Seven
Kingdoms through conquest, riding his dragon, Balerion the Black Dread. His reign marked



the beginning of the Targaryen dynasty and solidified the importance of dragons in their
rule.

2. Daenerys Targaryen: As one of the last surviving Targaryens, Daenerys embodies the
"blood of the dragon" in a literal sense. Her journey from exile to queen is marked by her
ability to hatch dragon eggs and command dragons, which she sees as a way to reclaim her
family’s legacy.

3. Viserys Targaryen: Daenerys’s brother, Viserys, also claims the "blood of the dragon,"
but his obsession with power and entitlement leads to his downfall, contrasting with
Daenerys's more compassionate leadership.

Notable Events

- The Dance of the Dragons: This civil war between rival factions of the Targaryen family
highlighted the destructive potential of their bloodline when ambition and greed led to
infighting. It resulted in significant dragon deaths and weakened the Targaryen hold on the
Iron Throne.

- The Fall of the Targaryens: The eventual decline of the Targaryen dynasty is often
attributed to the loss of dragons and the dilution of their bloodline through intermarriage.
By the time of "A Game of Thrones," the Targaryens are a shadow of their former glory.

Thematic Elements of Blood of the Dragon

The concept of "blood of the dragon" pervades the themes of destiny, power, and the
consequences of lineage.

Destiny and Prophecy

Throughout the series, the Targaryens are often linked to prophecies and visions. The idea
that "the blood of the dragon" carries a unique destiny is a recurring theme. Notable
aspects include:

- Aegon’s Dream: A prophetic vision concerning the coming winter and the need for unity
among the living, which suggests that those of Targaryen blood have a pivotal role in the
survival of humanity.

- Daenerys’s Journey: Her rise from a pawn in her brother's schemes to a powerful leader is
often framed as a fulfillment of her destiny, tied closely to the idea of the "blood of the
dragon."



Power and Responsibility

The Targaryens’ connection to dragons also raises questions about the nature of power and
its consequences. Key points include:

- The Burden of Leadership: Targaryen rulers often grapple with the duality of their power,
where the ability to command dragons brings both incredible strength and the potential for
tyranny.

- The Fragility of Legacy: The decline of the Targaryens demonstrates that even those with
"blood of the dragon" can lose their power if they fail to adapt or if their lineage becomes
too diluted.

The Lasting Impact of Blood of the Dragon

The legacy of the Targaryens and the concept of their "blood of the dragon" continue to
resonate throughout the "A Song of Ice and Fire" series and its adaptations. The themes
explored through the Targaryens' storylines raise important questions about power, legacy,
and the nature of humanity.

Influence on Future Generations

1. House Targaryen in Westeros: The lingering influence of the Targaryen bloodline is seen
in various houses throughout Westeros, with characters such as Jon Snow, who is revealed
to have Targaryen ancestry, embodying the continuing relevance of "blood of the dragon."

2. The Quest for Power: The repercussions of Targaryen actions and their obsession with
power resonate throughout the political machinations of other houses, illustrating a cyclical
pattern of ambition and downfall.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "blood of the dragon" serves as a powerful symbol within George R.R.
Martin's work, encapsulating the essence of the Targaryen legacy. Through their connection
to dragons, their tumultuous history, and the rich themes woven throughout the narrative,
the Targaryens exemplify the complex interplay between power, destiny, and responsibility.
As readers eagerly await the continuation of Martin's saga, the significance of the "blood of
the dragon" will undoubtedly continue to shape the unfolding tale of Westeros.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Blood of the Dragon' in the context of George
R.R. Martin's works?
'Blood of the Dragon' refers to a significant aspect of Targaryen lineage within George R.R.
Martin's universe, specifically the idea that members of House Targaryen possess dragon
blood, which grants them unique traits and abilities.

Is 'Blood of the Dragon' a specific book or story by
George R.R. Martin?
'Blood of the Dragon' is not a standalone book but is a term commonly used to describe
themes related to Targaryens in Martin's 'A Song of Ice and Fire' series and its prequel
stories.

What role does dragon blood play in Targaryen
identity?
Dragon blood is central to Targaryen identity, symbolizing their connection to dragons, their
historical right to rule, and their often volatile and powerful personalities.

How does 'Blood of the Dragon' relate to the Targaryen
civil war known as the Dance of the Dragons?
The phrase 'Blood of the Dragon' is often invoked during the Dance of the Dragons, a
Targaryen civil war where competing claims to the throne highlighted the significance of
dragon blood and the lengths to which Targaryens would go to assert their dominance.

Are there specific characters associated with 'Blood of
the Dragon'?
Yes, key characters such as Aegon the Conqueror, Daenerys Targaryen, and others are
often associated with the concept of 'Blood of the Dragon', emphasizing their lineage and
the weight of their heritage.

What themes does 'Blood of the Dragon' explore in
Martin's narrative?
'Blood of the Dragon' explores themes of power, legacy, ambition, and the burdens of
heritage, often illustrating how these factors influence the decisions and fates of characters
in the Targaryen family.

How does the concept of 'Blood of the Dragon' affect
the storyline in 'House of the Dragon'?
In 'House of the Dragon', the concept of 'Blood of the Dragon' plays a crucial role as it sets
the stage for the conflict between Targaryen siblings and their claims to the Iron Throne,



showcasing how their lineage impacts their actions and alliances.

What kind of powers or abilities are associated with
Targaryens due to their 'Blood of the Dragon'?
Targaryens are often depicted as having a unique affinity for dragons, prophetic dreams,
and heightened resilience to madness, all of which are attributed to their 'Blood of the
Dragon'.

Can the concept of 'Blood of the Dragon' be seen as a
metaphor in Martin's works?
Yes, 'Blood of the Dragon' can be interpreted as a metaphor for the burdens of legacy and
the complexities of power dynamics, illustrating how lineage affects individual choices and
societal expectations.
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