bloom s taxonomy guide to writing
questions

Bloom's Taxonomy Guide to Writing Questions is a framework that helps educators
create effective learning objectives and assessment questions. Developed by Benjamin
Bloom in 1956, the taxonomy classifies cognitive skills into six levels, ranging from lower-
order thinking skills to higher-order thinking skills. Understanding and applying Bloom's
Taxonomy can enhance the depth and quality of questions posed in educational settings,
ultimately fostering critical thinking and deep learning among students. This article will
explore the levels of Bloom's Taxonomy, offer strategies for writing questions at each
level, and provide examples to illustrate how to implement this framework effectively.

Understanding Bloom's Taxonomy

Bloom's Taxonomy is divided into six levels, each representing a different type of cognitive
skill. In 2001, the taxonomy was revised by Anderson and Krathwohl, which updated some
of the terminology and structure. The revised hierarchy is as follows:

1. Remembering: The ability to recall facts and basic concepts.
2. Understanding: The ability to explain ideas or concepts.

3. Applying: The ability to use information in new situations.

4. Analyzing: The ability to draw connections among ideas.

5. Evaluating: The ability to justify a decision or course of action.
6. Creating: The ability to produce new or original work.

Each level builds on the previous one, meaning that a student must first master the lower
levels before progressing to higher-order thinking skills.

Why Use Bloom's Taxonomy in Question Writing?

Utilizing Bloom's Taxonomy when writing questions offers several advantages:

- Promotes Critical Thinking: Questions designed at higher levels encourage students to
engage in deeper thinking and analysis.

- Guides Learning Objectives: The taxonomy provides a clear framework for developing
learning goals and outcomes.

- Encourages Diverse Assessments: By incorporating questions across all levels, educators
can assess a range of skills and knowledge.

- Facilitates Differentiated Instruction: Teachers can tailor questions to meet the diverse
needs of their students.



Strategies for Writing Questions at Each Level

Below are strategies and examples for crafting questions that align with each level of
Bloom's Taxonomy.

1. Remembering

At the remembering level, questions should focus on recalling facts and information.

Strategies:
- Use direct questions or prompts.
- Ask for definitions, lists, or identification.

Examples:

- What are the main causes of World War II?
- List the steps of the scientific method.

- Define photosynthesis.

2. Understanding

Questions at this level should assess comprehension of material.

Strategies:
- Ask students to explain, summarize, or paraphrase.
- Encourage them to illustrate concepts with examples.

Examples:

- Explain the significance of the Magna Carta.
- Summarize the plot of "Romeo and Juliet."

- Describe the process of cellular respiration.

3. Applying
Applying questions require students to use their knowledge in new and practical contexts.

Strategies:
- Pose scenarios or problems that need solutions.
- Ask students to demonstrate their understanding through application.

Examples:

- How would you use the scientific method to test the effectiveness of a new drug?

- Apply the Pythagorean theorem to find the length of a side in a right triangle.

- Using your knowledge of economics, how would you advise a small business to increase
revenue?



4. Analyzing

At the analyzing level, students should break down information and examine relationships.

Strategies:
- Encourage comparisons, contrasts, and categorizations.
- Ask students to identify motives or causes.

Examples:

- Compare and contrast the themes of individualism in "The Great Gatsby" and "Catcher in
the Rye."

- What are the underlying causes of climate change, and how do they relate to human
activity?

- Analyze the effectiveness of different marketing strategies used by companies.

5. Evaluating

Evaluating questions require students to make judgments based on criteria.

Strategies:
- Ask for opinions backed by evidence.
- Encourage students to critique ideas or solutions.

Examples:

- Assess the strengths and weaknesses of renewable energy sources compared to fossil
fuels.

- What criteria would you use to evaluate the success of a public health campaign?

- Judge the effectiveness of a particular historical figure's leadership style.

6. Creating

At the creating level, students should synthesize information to produce new ideas or
products.

Strategies:
- Encourage innovation and original thought.
- Ask students to design solutions or projects based on their understanding.

Examples:

- Design an experiment to test the effects of different fertilizers on plant growth.
- Create a marketing plan for a new product.

- Write a short story that incorporates elements of a specific genre.



Practical Tips for Implementing Bloom's
Taxonomy in the Classroom

To effectively integrate Bloom's Taxonomy into your question-writing practice, consider
the following tips:

- Familiarize Yourself: Understand each level of the taxonomy and the types of questions
that correspond to each.

- Start with Learning Objectives: Before writing questions, outline your learning objectives
and desired outcomes.

- Diversify Your Questions: Aim to include a mix of questions across all levels in
assessments and discussions to promote comprehensive understanding.

- Use Action Verbs: Incorporate action verbs that align with each level, such as "analyze,"
"evaluate," and "create," to clarify the expectations for student responses.

- Encourage Collaboration: Allow students to work in groups to discuss and answer
questions, fostering peer learning and deeper engagement with the material.

- Reflect and Revise: After assessments, reflect on the effectiveness of your questions and
make adjustments for future iterations.

Conclusion

Bloom's Taxonomy serves as a valuable guide for educators in crafting questions that
promote cognitive development and critical thinking skills. By understanding the
hierarchy of cognitive skills, teachers can create a diverse set of questions that engage
students at all levels of learning. Implementing this framework not only enhances the
quality of assessments but also enriches the overall educational experience, preparing
students to think critically and creatively in an increasingly complex world. As you
incorporate Bloom's Taxonomy into your teaching practices, remember that the ultimate
goal is to foster a classroom environment where students are encouraged to explore,
analyze, and innovate.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Bloom's Taxonomy?

Bloom's Taxonomy is a framework for categorizing educational goals, created by Benjamin
Bloom in 1956. It classifies cognitive skills into six levels: Knowledge, Comprehension,
Application, Analysis, Synthesis, and Evaluation.

How can Bloom's Taxonomy be used to write effective
questions?

Bloom's Taxonomy provides a structured approach to writing questions that target
different levels of cognitive processes, allowing educators to assess not just knowledge



recall but also comprehension, application, analysis, and higher-order thinking.

What are the six levels of Bloom's Taxonomy?

The six levels are: 1) Remembering, 2) Understanding, 3) Applying, 4) Analyzing, 5)
Evaluating, and 6) Creating. Each level requires more complex cognitive skills.

What types of questions align with the 'Remembering’
level?

Questions at the 'Remembering' level typically ask students to recall facts or basic
concepts, such as 'What is the capital of France?' or 'List the steps of the scientific
method.'

How do you create questions for the 'Analyzing’' level?

To create questions for the 'Analyzing' level, ask students to break down information into
parts and examine relationships, such as '"What are the differences between classical and
operant conditioning?'

What is the importance of using Bloom's Taxonomy in
assessments?

Using Bloom's Taxonomy in assessments ensures a comprehensive evaluation of student
understanding and skills across various cognitive levels, encouraging deeper learning and
critical thinking.

Can Bloom’s Taxonomy be applied to all subjects?

Yes, Bloom's Taxonomy can be applied across all subjects, including science, mathematics,
literature, and social studies, as it is a versatile framework that addresses cognitive
processes relevant to any discipline.

What are some examples of 'Creating’ level questions?

Examples of 'Creating' level questions include 'Design a new experiment to test the effects
of light on plant growth,' or 'Compose a poem that reflects a historical event.'

How can educators assess the effectiveness of their
questions based on Bloom's Taxonomy?

Educators can assess effectiveness by reviewing the cognitive level targeted by their
questions, analyzing student responses, and determining if students are demonstrating
understanding and skills at the intended level.



What resources are available for educators to
implement Bloom's Taxonomy?

Resources include educational websites, workshops, books on formative assessment, and
guides specifically focused on Bloom's Taxonomy, providing templates and examples for
writing questions.
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