
blue mesa fishing guides

Blue Mesa fishing guides are essential resources for anglers looking to experience one of Colorado's premier
fishing destinations. Nestled in the heart of the Rocky Mountains, Blue Mesa Reservoir is renowned for its
stunning scenery and diverse fish populations, including trophy-sized lake trout, kokanee salmon, and rainbow
trout. Whether you are a novice looking to learn the ropes or an experienced angler seeking to maximize your
catch, hiring a knowledgeable fishing guide can significantly enhance your experience on the water.

Understanding Blue Mesa Reservoir

Blue Mesa Reservoir is the largest body of water in Colorado, stretching over 20 miles in length and covering
approximately 2,000 surface acres. Created by the construction of the Blue Mesa Dam on the Gunnison River,
the reservoir provides a unique ecosystem that supports a variety of fish species.

Geography and Climate

- Location: Blue Mesa Reservoir is located near the town of Gunnison in western Colorado.
- Elevation: The reservoir sits at an elevation of around 7,500 feet, making it a high-altitude fishing
destination.
- Climate: The area experiences a mix of warm summers and cold winters, with fishing opportunities available
year-round. Spring and fall are particularly popular seasons due to mild temperatures and active fish.

Fish Species

Blue Mesa is home to a diverse range of fish, making it an attractive destination for anglers of all skill levels.
The primary species include:

1. Lake Trout: Known for their size and fighting ability, lake trout are a primary draw for many anglers. They
can reach weights of over 30 pounds.
2. Kokanee Salmon: These landlocked salmon provide a unique fishing challenge and are typically targeted in the
fall during their spawning run.
3. Rainbow Trout: Abundant and accessible, rainbow trout offer great opportunities for beginner anglers.
4. Brown Trout: Less common than rainbows, brown trout can be found in the reservoir and often grow to
significant sizes.

The Benefits of Hiring a Fishing Guide

While fishing at Blue Mesa Reservoir can be a rewarding experience, hiring a professional fishing guide can provide
several advantages.

Expert Knowledge

Fishing guides possess vast knowledge of local fishing conditions, fish behavior, and seasonal patterns. This
expertise can provide valuable insights, such as:

- Best fishing spots based on current conditions.
- Techniques and baits that are most effective for the target species.



- Understanding weather patterns that affect fish activity.

Equipment Provision

Many fishing guides supply all necessary equipment, including:

- Rods and reels.
- Tackle and bait.
- Safety gear and life jackets.

This provision allows you to travel light and enjoy a hassle-free fishing experience.

Time-Saving

Guides can significantly shorten your learning curve. Instead of spending hours searching for fish or figuring
out the best techniques, a guide can lead you directly to productive waters, maximizing your fishing time.

Safety Considerations

Fishing in remote locations can present safety challenges. Professional guides are trained in first aid and
emergency response, ensuring that you are in good hands while enjoying your fishing adventure. They are also
familiar with the local terrain, which can help prevent accidents and ensure a safe, enjoyable outing.

Choosing the Right Fishing Guide

Not all fishing guides are created equal. Here are some key factors to consider when selecting a guide for your
Blue Mesa fishing trip.

Experience and Qualifications

Look for guides with a solid track record and experience specific to Blue Mesa Reservoir. Consider asking about:

- Years of guiding experience.
- Certifications, such as CPR and first aid.
- Knowledge of local fishing regulations and practices.

Reviews and Recommendations

Before hiring a guide, check online reviews and seek recommendations from fellow anglers. Websites like
TripAdvisor or fishing forums can provide insights into the experiences of others. Positive feedback and
testimonials can help you gauge the reliability and effectiveness of a guide.

Specialization



Some guides may specialize in specific types of fishing (e.g., fly fishing, trolling, or ice fishing). Ensure that the
guide's expertise aligns with your preferred fishing style to enhance your experience.

Personal Connection

A good rapport with your guide can enhance the overall experience. Consider having a conversation before
booking to gauge their personality and communication style. A guide who understands your goals and
preferences can tailor the experience to meet your expectations.

Best Times to Fish at Blue Mesa Reservoir

Understanding the best times to fish can greatly influence your success. Here are some seasonal highlights:

Spring (March - May)

- Conditions: Water temperatures begin to rise, and fish become more active.
- Target Species: Lake trout and rainbow trout.
- Techniques: Trolling with lures or fishing near the shorelines.

Summer (June - August)

- Conditions: Warm weather and peak fishing season.
- Target Species: Kokanee salmon and lake trout.
- Techniques: Downrigging and using a variety of baits, including spoons and flies.

Fall (September - November)

- Conditions: Cooling temperatures, leading to increased fish activity.
- Target Species: Kokanee salmon during their spawning run.
- Techniques: Casting near spawning beds or using jigs and spinners.

Winter (December - February)

- Conditions: Ice fishing season, with a frozen reservoir.
- Target Species: Lake trout and rainbow trout.
- Techniques: Ice fishing with tip-ups or jigging rods.

Tips for a Successful Fishing Trip

To maximize your fishing experience at Blue Mesa Reservoir, consider these tips:

1. Arrive Prepared: Bring appropriate clothing and gear, including sun protection, layers for changing weather,
and any personal items you may need.
2. Stay Hydrated and Fed: Pack snacks and plenty of water to keep your energy up during your trip.



3. Respect the Environment: Follow local fishing regulations, including catch limits and seasonal restrictions.
4. Be Patient: Fishing can be unpredictable, so maintain a positive attitude and enjoy the experience, regardless of
the day's catch.

Conclusion

Whether you're casting off the shores or trolling the expansive waters, Blue Mesa fishing guides offer
invaluable expertise and support for an unforgettable fishing adventure. Their knowledge, experience, and
commitment to safety can help you navigate this stunning reservoir while maximizing your chances of landing a
trophy catch. By choosing the right guide and preparing for your trip, you can create lasting memories in one of
Colorado’s most beautiful natural landscapes. So gear up, book your guide, and get ready for an exciting day
on the water at Blue Mesa Reservoir!

Frequently Asked Questions

What types of fish can I catch with Blue Mesa fishing guides?

Blue Mesa fishing guides typically target species such as kokanee salmon, lake trout, and rainbow trout, which
are abundant in the reservoir.

What is the best time of year to fish with Blue Mesa fishing guides?

The best time to fish at Blue Mesa is generally from late spring to early fall, with peak seasons being late
summer for kokanee salmon and early fall for lake trout.

Do Blue Mesa fishing guides provide all the necessary equipment?

Yes, most Blue Mesa fishing guides provide all necessary fishing gear, including rods, reels, tackle, and bait, but
it's advisable to confirm with the guide beforehand.

Are Blue Mesa fishing guides suitable for beginners?

Absolutely! Many Blue Mesa fishing guides cater to all skill levels, providing instruction and support for
beginners to ensure a fun and educational experience.

How can I book a fishing trip with Blue Mesa fishing guides?

You can book a trip with Blue Mesa fishing guides through their official websites, by calling them directly, or
using popular outdoor activity booking platforms.

What safety measures do Blue Mesa fishing guides implement?

Blue Mesa fishing guides prioritize safety by providing life jackets, conducting safety briefings, and ensuring that
all equipment is well-maintained.

What should I bring on a fishing trip with Blue Mesa fishing guides?

It's recommended to bring sunscreen, appropriate clothing for the weather, snacks, drinks, and any personal gear
you prefer, such as fishing tackle or cameras.



Can I fish without a license when using Blue Mesa fishing guides?

No, you still need a valid fishing license to fish at Blue Mesa, even when using a guide. Ensure you obtain the
appropriate license before your trip.
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