boise state coach history

Boise State coach history is a fascinating journey that encapsulates the evolution of one
of college football's most successful programs. The Bronco football team, representing
Boise State University in Idaho, has seen a remarkable transformation over the decades,
from a small college program to a national powerhouse. This article delves into the history
of Boise State's coaches, their contributions, and the impact they've had on the team's rise
to prominence.

Early Years and Formation

Boise State University began its football program in 1933. Initially, it was a small, regional
team competing at the junior college level. The first head coach, Lyle Smith, took the reins
in 1936 and laid the foundation for the program’s growth. Smith would go on to become a
significant figure in Boise State coaching history, leading the team to numerous victories
and establishing a culture of competitiveness.

Key Figures in Boise State Coaching History

The success of Boise State football can be attributed to several influential coaches
throughout its history. Below are some notable figures:

1. Lyle Smith (1936-1940, 1946-1967)

- Smith's tenure spanned over two decades, during which he became the winningest coach
in the program's history at that time. His teams were known for their discipline and hard
work. Smith's coaching philosophy focused on building character and teamwork, which laid
the groundwork for future success.

2.)im Criner (1986-1993)

- Criner is often credited with elevating Boise State’s program to a more competitive level.
Under his guidance, the Broncos achieved their first-ever NCAA Division I-AA playoff
appearance in 1988. His innovative offense and recruiting strategies set the stage for the
future growth of the program.

3. Houston Nutt (1997-1998)

- Nutt's short tenure was marked by a significant improvement in the team's performance.
He led the Broncos to a 10-3 record in 1998, which included a trip to the Humanitarian
Bowl. Nutt's departure to the University of Arkansas left a lasting impact on the program, as
he laid the groundwork for future successes.

4. Dan Hawkins (2001-2005)

- Hawkins’ era is often remembered as the turning point for Boise State football. He led the
team to unprecedented heights, including a 12-0 season in 2006 and a victory in the Fiesta
Bowl against Oklahoma in 2007. Hawkins emphasized a fast-paced, high-scoring offense
that became the hallmark of Boise State's identity.



5. Chris Petersen (2006-2013)

- Petersen took over after Hawkins and continued the program's upward trajectory. His
coaching style combined strategic prowess with strong motivational skills. Under Petersen,
the Broncos achieved multiple conference championships and gained national recognition,
culminating in a second Fiesta Bowl victory in 2010 against TCU.

6. Bryan Harsin (2014-2020)

- Harsin, a former player and assistant coach at Boise State, took the helm with a familiarity
of the program's culture. His teams consistently performed at a high level, including a
Mountain West Championship and a notable victory in the 2016 Las Vegas Bowl. Harsin's
ability to recruit top talent kept Boise State competitive on the national stage.

7. Andy Avalos (2021-Present)

- Avalos, another former player and coach, returned to Boise State as head coach in 2021.
His focus on defense and player development aims to restore the program to its former
glory. Under his leadership, the Broncos are striving to maintain their status as a premier
program in college football.

Impact of Coaching on Team Culture

The coaches of Boise State have not only shaped the team's competitive performance but
also its culture. Over the years, several core values have emerged:

Discipline: A hallmark of early coaches like Lyle Smith, discipline has been the
cornerstone of Boise State's success.

Teamwork: Coaches have emphasized the importance of working together, fostering
a sense of camaraderie among players.

Resilience: The Broncos have built a reputation for overcoming adversity, a trait
instilled by various coaching philosophies.

Innovation: Many Boise State coaches, particularly Hawkins and Petersen, have
embraced innovative offensive strategies that set the team apart from its competitors.

Rivalries and Signature Wins

The evolution of Boise State's football program can also be seen in its rivalries and
signature victories. Key moments under specific coaches have solidified the Broncos'
reputation:

- Fiesta Bowl Victories:
- Under Dan Hawkins and Chris Petersen, the Broncos secured two iconic Fiesta Bowl
victories (2007 and 2010). These games not only showcased Boise State's talent but also



elevated the program's national profile.

- Rivalry with Idaho:

- The rivalry with the University of Idaho has been a longstanding tradition for Boise State.
Coaches have emphasized the importance of these games, which are often fiercely
contested and pivotal for state bragging rights.

- Mountain West Championship Games:

- Under Harsin and Avalos, Boise State has continued to compete at a high level within the
Mountain West Conference, consistently appearing in championship games and bowl
games.

Challenges and Changes

Despite the successes, Boise State's coaching history has not been without its challenges.
The transition between coaches can often lead to instability in recruiting and team
performance. Additionally, the rise of other programs and the changing landscape of
college football have posed challenges for Boise State to maintain its status.

Recruitment and Player Development

One of the most significant contributions of Boise State coaches has been in the area of
recruitment and player development. Coaches have focused on identifying talent that fits
the program's culture and playing style. The emphasis on developing players has led to
numerous success stories, with former Broncos moving on to successful careers in the NFL.

Conclusion

The Boise State coach history is a rich tapestry woven with the threads of perseverance,
innovation, and success. Each coach has played a crucial role in shaping the program,
contributing to its identity and legacy in college football. As the Broncos move forward
under the leadership of Andy Avalos, the lessons learned from past coaches will
undoubtedly continue to influence the trajectory of this proud program. The future remains
bright for Boise State football, as it seeks to build upon its storied history and strive for new
heights in the world of college athletics.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach of Boise State football?

The first head coach of Boise State football was J. M. 'Minnie' McCarty, who led the team
from 1933 to 1934.



What impact did Chris Petersen have on Boise State's
football program?

Chris Petersen, head coach from 2006 to 2013, had a significant impact by leading the
team to a 92-12 record, multiple bowl victories, and a national championship game
appearance in 2007.

How did Bryan Harsin contribute to Boise State's
success?

Bryan Harsin, who served as head coach from 2014 to 2020, continued the winning
tradition by winning the Mountain West Conference title and several bowl games during his
tenure.

What are the notable achievements of Kellen Moore as
a player and coach at Boise State?

Kellen Moore, a former quarterback who played from 2008 to 2011, holds the record for the
most wins by a quarterback in college football history, and later served as the offensive
coordinator, contributing to the team's offensive development.

Who is the current head coach of Boise State football?

As of the latest information, the current head coach of Boise State football is Andy Avalos,
who took over the program in 2021 after previously serving as the defensive coordinator.
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