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Introduction to Bread and Butter Pudding

Bread and butter pudding Delia is a classic British dessert that has stood the test of
time. Originating from the need to use up stale bread, this comforting dish is a staple in
many households. Renowned chef Delia Smith has given her own twist to this traditional
recipe, making it a favorite among both novice and experienced bakers. In this article, we
will explore the history of bread and butter pudding, Delia's unique approach to the dish,
and how you can recreate this delicious dessert at home.

A Brief History of Bread and Butter Pudding

Bread and butter pudding has a rich history that dates back to the 18th century. It was
originally called “bread and butter pudding” in the 1861 edition of "The Cook's Own Book"
by the American author, Lydia Maria Child. The dish was created as a way to utilize
leftover bread, a practice that resonates with the frugality of many British families. Over
the years, various adaptations have emerged, incorporating different flavors, ingredients,
and techniques.

The Ingredients of Bread and Butter Pudding

One of the reasons bread and butter pudding remains popular is its simplicity. The basic
ingredients include:

Stale bread (typically white or brioche)

Butter

Eggs

Milk or cream

Sugar

Vanilla extract or other flavorings (such as nutmeg or cinnamon)

Dried fruits (like raisins or currants)

These ingredients combine to create a creamy, custard-like filling that seeps into the



layers of buttered bread, resulting in a delightful texture and taste.

Delia Smith's Approach to Bread and Butter
Pudding

Delia Smith, a household name in British cooking, has made bread and butter pudding
accessible and appealing to a modern audience. Her recipe stands out for its focus on
quality ingredients and straightforward instructions. Delia emphasizes the importance of
using good-quality bread, as it significantly influences the overall flavor and texture of the
pudding.

Key Elements of Delia's Recipe

Delia's bread and butter pudding recipe includes several key elements:

Quality Bread: Delia recommends using day-old brioche or a rich white bread, as1.
these types provide the best texture and flavor.

Butter Generously: The bread should be generously buttered on both sides to2.
enhance the taste and richness.

Layering: The method of layering the bread and the custard mixture is crucial. Delia3.
suggests creating a beautiful presentation by overlapping the bread slices.

Dried Fruits: Incorporating dried fruits, such as raisins or sultanas, adds sweetness4.
and texture. Delia often soaks the fruits in a bit of alcohol, such as rum or brandy, for
an extra flavor boost.

Custard Mixture: The custard is made using eggs, milk, cream, and sugar, whisked5.
together until well combined. Delia often adds a touch of vanilla extract for added
depth of flavor.

Making Delia's Bread and Butter Pudding

Here is a step-by-step guide to making Delia Smith's famous bread and butter pudding:

Ingredients

To create this delightful dessert, gather the following ingredients:



- 6 slices of day-old brioche or white bread
- 100g unsalted butter, softened
- 75g raisins or sultanas
- 2 tablespoons of rum or brandy (optional)
- 3 large eggs
- 500ml whole milk
- 200ml double cream
- 100g caster sugar
- 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
- Ground nutmeg or cinnamon (optional, for sprinkling)

Instructions

1. Preheat the Oven: Start by preheating your oven to 160°C (320°F).

2. Prepare the Bread: Spread butter generously on one side of each slice of bread. Cut the
slices in half diagonally.

3. Soak the Dried Fruits: If using alcohol, soak the raisins or sultanas in rum or brandy for
about 30 minutes. This step is optional but adds a lovely flavor.

4. Layer the Bread: In a greased baking dish, arrange half of the bread, buttered side up.
Sprinkle half of the soaked dried fruits over the bread, then layer the remaining slices on
top, finishing with the remaining dried fruits.

5. Make the Custard: In a mixing bowl, whisk together the eggs, milk, cream, sugar, and
vanilla extract until well combined. Pour this mixture evenly over the layered bread,
allowing it to soak for a few minutes.

6. Sprinkle Nutmeg or Cinnamon: If desired, sprinkle a little ground nutmeg or cinnamon
on top of the pudding for added flavor.

7. Bake the Pudding: Place the baking dish in the preheated oven and bake for about
30-40 minutes, or until the pudding is set and golden brown on top.

8. Serve and Enjoy: Allow the pudding to cool slightly before serving. It can be enjoyed
warm or at room temperature, often accompanied by custard, cream, or ice cream.

Variations on Delia's Recipe

While Delia's bread and butter pudding is delicious as is, there are numerous ways to
customize the recipe to suit your tastes. Some popular variations include:

Chocolate Bread and Butter Pudding: Add chocolate chips or chunks to the layers
for a decadent twist.



Fruit-Infused: Experiment with fresh fruits like sliced bananas, apples, or berries.

Spices: Incorporate different spices, such as cardamom or ginger, for a unique flavor
profile.

Nutty Addition: Add chopped nuts, such as almonds or pecans, for extra crunch and
flavor.

Custard Variations: Experiment with flavored creams or milk, such as coconut milk
or almond milk, for a dairy-free option.

Conclusion

Bread and butter pudding Delia is not just a simple dessert; it is a heartwarming reminder
of the importance of using up everyday ingredients and the joy of home-cooked meals.
With its rich history, simple preparation, and ability to be customized, this classic British
pudding remains a beloved treat for many. Whether enjoyed as a family dessert or served
at a gathering, Delia's recipe is sure to impress and satisfy. So gather your ingredients,
preheat your oven, and indulge in this delightful dessert that has captured the hearts of
generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main ingredients needed for Delia's bread
and butter pudding?
The main ingredients include stale bread, butter, eggs, milk, cream, sugar, and raisins or
sultanas.

How does Delia's recipe for bread and butter pudding
differ from traditional recipes?
Delia's recipe emphasizes using high-quality ingredients and suggests a custard base
made with a mix of eggs, milk, and cream for a richer flavor.

Can I use brioche or croissants instead of regular bread
in Delia's bread and butter pudding?
Yes, using brioche or croissants can add a delightful richness and flavor to the pudding.



What is the recommended baking temperature and time
for Delia's bread and butter pudding?
Delia recommends baking at 160°C (320°F) for about 30-40 minutes until the top is golden
and the custard is set.

How can I make Delia's bread and butter pudding
vegan?
You can substitute the eggs with a flaxseed mixture or silken tofu, use plant-based milk
and cream, and opt for vegan bread.

Is it necessary to let the bread soak in the custard
mixture before baking?
Yes, allowing the bread to soak in the custard for at least 30 minutes helps it absorb the
liquid and results in a creamier pudding.

What are some popular variations of Delia's bread and
butter pudding?
Popular variations include adding chocolate chips, spices like cinnamon or nutmeg, or
using fruit like apples or pears for added flavor.
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