bring up the bodies

Bring Up the Bodies is a historical novel by Hilary Mantel, published in
2012. It is the second installment in Mantel's acclaimed Thomas Cromwell
trilogy, which also includes "Wolf Hall" and "The Mirror and the Light." This
novel continues the intricate and tumultuous saga of Thomas Cromwell, the
chief minister to King Henry VIII, as he navigates the dangerous waters of
the Tudor court. In this article, we will delve into the themes, characters,
and historical context of "Bring Up the Bodies," as well as its critical
reception and impact on literature.

Overview of the Novel

"Bring Up the Bodies" picks up where "Wolf Hall" left off, focusing on the
years 1535 and 1536. At the heart of the narrative is Thomas Cromwell, who is
portrayed as a complex and multifaceted character. The novel explores his
rise to power, his political machinations, and his moral dilemmas as he
serves King Henry VIII, who is increasingly obsessed with securing a male
heir.

Plot Summary

The plot of "Bring Up the Bodies" revolves around the downfall of Anne
Boleyn, the king's second wife. As Cromwell becomes more enmeshed in the
political intrigues of the court, he must navigate the shifting alliances and
treacherous rivalries that characterize Henry's reign. Key events include:

1. The Strain on Anne Boleyn's Position: As Anne struggles to provide a male
heir, her position becomes increasingly precarious. Cromwell is tasked with
finding a way to dispose of her without causing a public uproar.

2. The Rise of Jane Seymour: As Anne's fortunes decline, Jane Seymour emerges
as a potential new queen. Cromwell recognizes the need to align himself with
the king's desires, which complicates his loyalties.

3. The Investigation and Arrest: The novel culminates in the investigation
into Anne and her alleged infidelities. Cromwell orchestrates the evidence
against her, leading to her arrest and subsequent trial.

4. Themes of Power and Betrayal: Throughout the novel, Mantel explores the
themes of power, betrayal, and the consequences of ambition. Cromwell’s
internal struggles and moral compromises highlight the costs of political
maneuvering.



Major Themes

"Bring Up the Bodies" is rich in themes that resonate with readers, from the
nature of power to the complexities of human relationships. Below are some of
the prominent themes explored in the novel:

Power and Ambition

The quest for power is central to the narrative. Cromwell's rise reflects the
volatile nature of courtly politics, where loyalty is often fleeting, and
ambition can lead to both elevation and downfall. The novel examines how
individuals navigate these treacherous waters, often sacrificing personal
relationships for political gain.

Moral Ambiguity

Cromwell is portrayed as a morally ambiguous character. While he is a loyal
servant to the king, his methods often raise ethical questions. Mantel
invites readers to grapple with the complexities of his decisions, forcing
them to consider the blurred lines between right and wrong in the pursuit of
political survival.

Gender and Power Dynamics

The novel also delves into the gender dynamics of the Tudor court. Anne
Boleyn's downfall underscores the precarious position of women in a
patriarchal society. Mantel highlights how women's fates are often determined
by their relationships with powerful men, illustrating the limited agency
they possess.

Historical Context

"Bring Up the Bodies" is deeply rooted in historical events and figures. The
novel provides a vivid portrayal of the Tudor period, characterized by its
political intrigue, religious upheaval, and social change. Mantel's
meticulous research and attention to detail allow readers to immerse
themselves in the era.

1. The Reformation: The novel is set against the backdrop of the English
Reformation, a time when the Catholic Church's influence was waning, and
Protestantism was gaining ground. Cromwell, a key figure in this transition,
plays a pivotal role in shaping England's religious landscape.



2. Courtly Intrigue: The Tudor court is depicted as a hotbed of scheming and
betrayal. Mantel's portrayal of characters such as Thomas More and Anne
Boleyn reflects the complexities of loyalty and rivalry in the pursuit of
power.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Bring Up the Bodies" are richly developed, each
contributing to the overarching narrative in significant ways. Here are some
of the key figures:

Thomas Cromwell

Cromwell serves as the protagonist and lens through which the story unfolds.
His intelligence, pragmatism, and political acumen make him a formidable
figure in the court. However, his internal conflicts reveal a man grappling
with the moral implications of his actions.

Anne Boleyn

Anne is portrayed as a complex and ambitious woman, whose desire for power
ultimately leads to her downfall. Mantel captures her vulnerability and
strength, illustrating the precariousness of her position as queen.

King Henry VIII

Henry is depicted as both charismatic and capricious, driven by his desires
and insecurities. Mantel highlights the king's obsession with securing a male
heir, which drives the narrative's conflict.

Jane Seymour

As a foil to Anne Boleyn, Jane represents the traditional attributes of
femininity and loyalty. Her emergence as a potential queen signifies a shift
in the court's dynamics, further complicating Cromwell's machinations.

Critical Reception and Impact

"Bring Up the Bodies" received widespread acclaim upon its release, winning



the Man Booker Prize in 2012. Critics praised Mantel's skillful prose,
intricate characterizations, and ability to breathe life into historical
events. The novel's success solidified Mantel's reputation as one of the
foremost contemporary authors.

1. Literary Significance: The trilogy as a whole is celebrated for its
innovative narrative style and exploration of historical figures. Mantel's
ability to humanize historical characters has left a lasting impact on
historical fiction.

2. Cultural Relevance: The themes explored in "Bring Up the Bodies" continue
to resonate with contemporary readers. Issues of power, gender dynamics, and
moral ambiguity remain relevant in today’s socio-political landscape.

Conclusion

"Bring Up the Bodies" stands as a monumental work in historical fiction,
offering an intricate portrayal of the Tudor court and the complexities of
human nature. Through its rich themes, well-developed characters, and
meticulous historical context, the novel provides readers with a profound
understanding of the consequences of ambition and the moral dilemmas faced by
those in power. Hilary Mantel's masterful storytelling not only captivates
but also invites reflection on the nature of history itself, making "Bring Up
the Bodies" a significant contribution to both literature and our
understanding of the past.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Bring Up the Bodies'?

'Bring Up the Bodies' is a historical novel by Hilary Mantel that continues
the story of Thomas Cromwell, focusing on the political intrigue and personal
struggles during the reign of King Henry VIII, particularly concerning Anne
Boleyn's downfall.

Who is the author of 'Bring Up the Bodies'?

The author of 'Bring Up the Bodies' is Hilary Mantel, a British writer known
for her historical fiction.

Is 'Bring Up the Bodies' a standalone novel?

No, 'Bring Up the Bodies' is the second book in Hilary Mantel's Thomas
Cromwell trilogy, following 'Wolf Hall' and preceding 'The Mirror and the
Light.'



What themes are explored in 'Bring Up the Bodies'?

The novel explores themes of power, betrayal, loyalty, and the complexities
of human relationships within the context of political maneuvering in Tudor
England.

Has 'Bring Up the Bodies' won any literary awards?

‘Bring Up the Bodies' won the Man Booker Prize in 2012, solidifying Hilary
Mantel's reputation as a leading author in historical fiction.

Who are the key characters in 'Bring Up the Bodies'?

Key characters include Thomas Cromwell, King Henry VIII, Anne Boleyn, and
Thomas More, among others, each playing pivotal roles in the unfolding drama.

How does 'Bring Up the Bodies' connect to the events
of '"Wolf Hall'?

'Bring Up the Bodies' picks up where 'Wolf Hall' left off, continuing the
narrative of Thomas Cromwell as he navigates the treacherous political
landscape of the Tudor court.

What is the significance of the title 'Bring Up the
Bodies'?
The title refers to the historical events surrounding the execution of Anne

Boleyn and others, emphasizing the grim realities of political power and
personal sacrifice.

What writing style is used in 'Bring Up the Bodies'?

Hilary Mantel employs a rich, immersive narrative style with a focus on
character development and historical detail, often using the second-person
perspective to engage readers.

Are there any adaptations of 'Bring Up the Bodies'?

As of now, there has been no direct adaptation of 'Bring Up the Bodies' into
film or television, although the entire Thomas Cromwell trilogy has been
adapted into the acclaimed BBC series 'Wolf Hall.'
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