
browns stages of language development chart
asha
browns stages of language development chart asha provides a fundamental framework used by
speech-language pathologists to assess and understand children's language acquisition. This chart,
developed by Roger Brown, outlines the progressive stages of grammatical development in young
children, focusing primarily on morpheme acquisition and syntactic growth. It serves as a valuable
tool for professionals affiliated with the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) to
track language milestones and plan effective interventions. Understanding Browns stages of
language development chart asha is essential for identifying typical versus atypical language
development patterns. This article explores the structure of the chart, its clinical significance, and
how it aligns with ASHA guidelines. Additionally, it delves into practical applications for speech-
language pathologists and educators. The following sections provide a detailed examination of
Browns stages of language development chart asha and its role in language assessment.
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Application in Speech-Language Pathology
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Overview of Browns Stages of Language Development
Browns stages of language development chart asha outlines a sequence of grammatical and
syntactic growth observed in children's language use from approximately 12 to 48 months of age.
Roger Brown identified five stages, each marked by the emergence of specific morphemes and
sentence structures. These stages provide a systematic way to understand how children acquire the
rules of their native language and begin constructing increasingly complex utterances. The chart is
widely recognized in the field of speech-language pathology for its empirical basis and practical
utility. It emphasizes not only vocabulary growth but also the acquisition of grammatical markers
such as tense, plurality, and possessives. This developmental framework facilitates the identification
of language delays and disorders by comparing a child's current language output to expected norms.

Historical Background
Roger Brown’s research in the late 1960s and early 1970s significantly contributed to the
understanding of language acquisition. His longitudinal studies on children's spontaneous speech
led to the identification of consistent stages of grammatical development. Browns stages of language
development chart asha emerged from this research and have since been integrated into clinical



practice and academic study. The chart provides a chronological sequence of linguistic milestones
that children typically achieve, making it a cornerstone reference for professionals assessing early
language skills.

Stages Summary
The five stages in Browns chart are characterized by the mean length of utterance (MLU) and
specific morpheme acquisition:

Stage I: MLU 1.0-2.0 – Basic one- and two-word utterances

Stage II: MLU 2.0-2.5 – Emergence of grammatical morphemes such as present progressive -
ing

Stage III: MLU 2.5-3.0 – Use of plurals and prepositions

Stage IV: MLU 3.0-3.75 – Emergence of complex sentences and possessives

Stage V: MLU 3.75-4.5 – Use of past tense and third person singular

Key Components of Browns Chart
Browns stages of language development chart asha highlights critical grammatical morphemes and
syntactic structures that indicate a child's linguistic progress. The chart systematically categorizes
these elements by stage, providing benchmarks related to MLU and the complexity of language
produced. These components are essential for evaluating developmental milestones and planning
targeted language interventions.

Grammatical Morphemes
Grammatical morphemes are the smallest units of meaning that modify the tense, number, or
possession within speech. Browns chart identifies 14 morphemes, which include:

Present progressive -ing (e.g., running)

Prepositions in/on

Plural -s

Possessive -’s

Regular past tense -ed

Third person singular -s
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The sequential acquisition of these morphemes typically aligns with the stages outlined in the chart
and serves as an indicator of grammatical development.

Mean Length of Utterance (MLU)
MLU is a quantitative measure used to estimate a child's linguistic complexity by calculating the
average number of morphemes per utterance. Browns stages of language development chart asha
uses MLU as a primary criterion to differentiate stages, as it correlates directly with syntactic
growth. MLU provides a useful metric for clinicians to compare a child’s language level with age-
appropriate expectations.

Sentence Complexity
As children progress through Browns stages, their sentence structures become increasingly
complex. Early stages focus on simple noun-verb combinations, while later stages incorporate
compound and complex sentences, including embedded clauses and varied syntactic forms. This
progression reflects the natural development of expressive language skills.

Clinical Significance and ASHA Guidelines
Browns stages of language development chart asha is integrated within clinical frameworks
recommended by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association for evaluating language
acquisition. It informs diagnostic criteria for language delays, developmental language disorders,
and other communication impairments. The chart guides clinicians in establishing benchmarks and
measuring the efficacy of intervention strategies.

Assessment and Diagnosis
Speech-language pathologists utilize Browns chart to assess expressive language abilities during
language sampling and standardized testing. By analyzing a child's MLU and morpheme usage,
clinicians can identify deviations from typical developmental patterns. This information is critical for
diagnosing language impairments and determining eligibility for therapeutic services.

Intervention Planning
Once a child’s current language stage is identified using Browns stages of language development
chart asha, clinicians design interventions targeting specific grammatical skills. The chart helps
prioritize goals, such as mastering past tense or plural forms, to promote advancement to
subsequent stages. ASHA endorses evidence-based practices that incorporate these developmental
benchmarks for effective language therapy.



Professional Development and Training
ASHA emphasizes the importance of understanding Browns stages for clinicians and educators
working with young children. Training programs and continuing education courses often include
instruction on applying the chart for assessment and treatment planning. This ensures consistency
and accuracy in language development evaluation across clinical settings.

Application in Speech-Language Pathology
The practical use of Browns stages of language development chart asha in speech-language
pathology extends from assessment to intervention and progress monitoring. Clinicians employ the
chart to structure therapy sessions and objectively measure language growth over time.

Language Sampling Techniques
Language sampling is a primary method for gathering data on a child’s spontaneous speech. Browns
stages provide a framework for analyzing these samples, focusing on MLU and morpheme usage.
SLPs transcribe utterances and calculate MLU to determine the child’s current developmental stage
according to the chart.

Goal Setting and Progress Tracking
Therapy goals are aligned with Browns stages by selecting target morphemes and syntactic
structures appropriate for the child’s language level. Regular reassessment using the chart allows
clinicians to monitor progress and adjust goals accordingly. This systematic approach facilitates
measurable improvements and successful language outcomes.

Collaboration with Families and Educators
Utilizing Browns stages of language development chart asha enables SLPs to communicate clearly
with families and educators about a child's language abilities. Providing concrete developmental
benchmarks helps in setting realistic expectations and fostering collaborative support for language
development in multiple environments.

Limitations and Considerations
While Browns stages of language development chart asha is a valuable tool, it is important to
recognize its limitations and contextual considerations. The chart primarily reflects English
language development and may not account for bilingual or multilingual acquisition patterns.
Additionally, individual variability exists in language growth, and cultural factors may influence
developmental timelines.



Language and Cultural Diversity
The stages and morphemes identified in Browns chart are specific to English and may not translate
directly to other languages or dialects. Clinicians working with diverse populations must consider
linguistic and cultural differences when applying the chart to avoid misdiagnosis or inappropriate
intervention plans.

Variability in Development
Children may progress through Browns stages at different rates, and some may skip or regress in
certain morpheme acquisition. The chart serves as a guideline rather than a rigid standard.
Comprehensive evaluation should combine Browns stages with other assessment tools and clinical
judgment.

Integration with Other Assessment Tools
For a holistic understanding of a child's language development, Browns stages of language
development chart asha should be used alongside standardized tests, parent reports, and
observational data. This multi-faceted approach enhances diagnostic accuracy and informs effective
intervention strategies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Brown's Stages of Language Development chart
according to ASHA?
Brown's Stages of Language Development chart, as referenced by ASHA (American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association), outlines the typical progression of children's grammatical and
morphological development in language acquisition, categorizing it into five stages based on mean
length of utterance (MLU) and age.

How many stages are there in Brown's language development
chart?
There are five stages in Brown's language development chart, each representing different levels of
syntactic and morphological growth in children, typically ranging from ages 12 months to 5 years.

What age range does Brown's Stage I cover in language
development?
Brown's Stage I covers the early language development period, approximately from 12 to 26 months,
focusing on one-word utterances and the beginning of two-word combinations.



What linguistic features emerge during Brown's Stage III
according to the ASHA chart?
During Brown's Stage III, which corresponds roughly to ages 31-34 months, children begin to use
simple sentences, including subject-verb-object structures, and start to grasp irregular past tense
and possessive forms.

How is Mean Length of Utterance (MLU) used in Brown's
Stages of Language Development?
Mean Length of Utterance (MLU) is a key metric in Brown's stages, representing the average
number of morphemes per utterance. It helps clinicians assess the child's stage of grammatical
development and approximate age range.

Why is Brown's Stages of Language Development chart
important for speech-language pathologists?
The chart provides a standardized framework for assessing and tracking children's language
acquisition, helping speech-language pathologists identify delays or disorders and tailor intervention
strategies accordingly.

Where can I find the official Brown's Stages of Language
Development chart on the ASHA website?
The official chart can be accessed through ASHA's website in resources related to language
development milestones or speech-language pathology tools, often included in professional
development materials or clinical guidelines sections.

Can Brown's Stages of Language Development chart be used
for bilingual children?
While Brown's chart was developed based on monolingual English-speaking children, clinicians may
use it cautiously with bilingual children, considering additional factors such as language exposure
and transfer effects when assessing development.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Brown's Stages of Language Development
This book provides a comprehensive overview of Brown's stages, detailing the key linguistic
milestones children typically reach from early to advanced language use. It is an essential resource
for speech-language pathologists and educators, offering practical examples and assessment
strategies. The clear explanations help readers understand how syntax and morphology develop in
young children.

2. Language Acquisition and Brown's Morphemes: A Guide for Clinicians
Focusing on the 14 grammatical morphemes identified by Brown, this book breaks down each stage



with clinical case studies and intervention tips. It bridges theory and practice, making it easier for
clinicians to recognize delays and design effective therapy goals. The text also discusses variations
in typical development.

3. Stages of Language Development: From First Words to Complex Sentences
This title explores the progression of language development as outlined by Brown, emphasizing
sentence structure and grammatical complexity. It includes charts and developmental checklists that
are useful for tracking children's language growth. The book is ideal for parents, teachers, and
speech therapists aiming to support language learning.

4. Applying Brown's Stages in Speech-Language Pathology
Designed for speech-language pathologists, this book offers practical approaches to using Brown’s
stages in assessment and intervention planning. It includes case examples and therapy techniques
tailored to each developmental stage. The book also addresses cultural and linguistic diversity in
language acquisition.

5. Child Language Development: A Brown-Inspired Framework
This text presents a detailed framework based on Brown's research, incorporating recent studies in
child language acquisition. It covers phonology, syntax, and morphology development, providing a
holistic view of early language growth. The book is suitable for students and professionals seeking
an in-depth understanding of language milestones.

6. The Role of Brown's Stages in Early Childhood Education
Targeted at educators and caregivers, this book explains how knowledge of Brown's stages can
inform curriculum design and classroom communication strategies. It highlights the importance of
supporting language development through age-appropriate activities. Practical tips help foster
expressive and receptive language skills in young children.

7. Brown's Morphemes and Language Intervention Strategies
This resource focuses on intervention techniques that target the acquisition of Brown’s grammatical
morphemes. It provides therapy activities and progress monitoring tools aligned with each stage of
development. The book is valuable for therapists working with children who have language delays or
disorders.

8. Developmental Language Disorders and Brown's Stages
Exploring the application of Brown's stages in diagnosing and treating developmental language
disorders, this book offers insights into atypical language patterns. It discusses assessment methods
and individualized treatment planning. The text is grounded in evidence-based practices and
includes case studies.

9. Language Development Milestones: Insights from Brown’s Chart
This concise guide summarizes key milestones from Brown’s stages, making it accessible for parents
and early childhood professionals. It explains what typical language development looks like at
various ages and how to support children who are behind. The book also emphasizes the importance
of early identification and intervention.
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