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The history of BSU (Ball State University) football coaches is a testament to the evolution of
college football in the United States, particularly in the Mid-American Conference (MAC).
Over the years, BSU has seen a myriad of coaching styles, philosophies, and successes that
have shaped its football program. This article delves into the rich history of BSU football
coaches, highlighting key figures, milestones, and the impact they have had on the
university and its athletes.

Early Years: The Foundation of BSU Football

Ball State University, located in Muncie, Indiana, fielded its first football team in 1924. The
initial years were characterized by the establishment of a competitive program, with
several coaches laying the groundwork for future success.

1924-1940: The Pioneering Coaches

1. James . “Jim” Hargis (1924-1930)
- Hargis was the first head coach of the BSU football team. Under his leadership, the team
established its identity and began competing against local rivals.

2. Warren “Cannonball” McMullen (1931-1935)
- A notable figure, McMullen was known for his innovative offensive strategies. He led the
team to its first winning season in 1934.

3. L. W. “Bill” McCall (1936-1940)

- McCall’s tenure was marked by improvement in team performance, setting the stage for
BSU to become a contender in the region.

The Post-War Era: Growth and Development

After World War I, the landscape of college football changed dramatically, and BSU began
to attract more talent, leading to a competitive program.

1946-1966: Building a Competitive Team

1. Paul “Bear” Bryant (1949)
- Although Bryant’s time at BSU was brief, his impact was profound. He would later become
a legendary figure in college football, emphasizing the importance of discipline and hard



work.

2. Tommy Johnson (1956-1965)
- Under Johnson, BSU experienced its first significant successes. He laid the groundwork for
future teams and helped elevate the program’s reputation.

3. Ray L. “Red” Smith (1966-1969)
- Smith’s leadership saw the team adopt a more modern approach to training and
recruitment, contributing to the program’s growth.

The 1970s and 1980s: Rise to Prominence

The 1970s and 1980s were pivotal decades for BSU football, marked by increased visibility
and competitiveness within the MAC.

1970-1983: The Joe Paterno Connection

1. Dave McClain (1970-1975)
- McClain brought a strong defensive strategy to BSU, leading the team to several
successful seasons and fostering a competitive spirit.

2. Dave Hucul (1976-1980)
- Hucul’s tenure included a focus on player development and retention, which helped BSU
secure a solid roster.

3. Raymond “Ray” L. Smith (1981-1983)
- Smith returned to BSU with a vision for integrating modern offensive techniques, which
paid off with improved team performance.

1984-1992: The Turning Point

1. Paul Schudel (1984-1988)
- Schudel’s tenure marked a significant period of success, including multiple bowl game
appearances. His focus on recruiting and developing local talent was crucial.

2. Bill Lynch (1995-1996)

- Lynch revitalized the program with a fresh approach, leading BSU to competitive seasons
and establishing a legacy of strong offensive play.

The 1990s: Challenges and Resilience

The 1990s brought challenges for BSU football, including changes in leadership and
fluctuating performance levels.



1990-1999: A Decade of Transition

1. Mike Fleck (1990-1994)
- Fleck faced difficulties, but his unwavering commitment to the program helped maintain a
competitive roster.

2. Bill Lynch (1995-1999)
- Returning for a second stint, Lynch focused on rebuilding the team’s reputation and
integrating new strategies to enhance performance.

The New Millennium: Rebuilding and Revival

With the turn of the century, BSU football sought to redefine itself amid a rapidly evolving
college football landscape.

2000-2010: A New Era

1. Brady Hoke (2003-2008)

- Hoke brought national attention to BSU football, leading the team to a MAC championship
in 2008. His recruiting efforts and emphasis on player development set a high standard for
future coaches.

2. Stan Parrish (2009-2010)
- Parrish faced the challenge of maintaining momentum after Hoke’s departure. His
leadership focused on solidifying the program’s identity.

2011-Present: Continued Evolution

1. Pete Lembo (2011-2014)

- Lembo revitalized the program, achieving notable success, including a bowl game
appearance. His innovative strategies and commitment to excellence marked a significant
period in BSU football history.

2. Mike Neu (2015-Present)

- Neu took over with the goal of returning BSU to its winning ways. Under his leadership, the
program has seen a resurgence, with an emphasis on a strong offense and recruiting top
talent.

Significant Coaching Achievements

Throughout its history, BSU football coaches have achieved several milestones that stand
out:



- MAC Championships: Multiple coaches have led the team to MAC championships,
contributing to BSU’s reputation in the conference.

- Bowl Game Appearances: The program has participated in several bowl games,
showcasing its talent on a national stage.

- Player Development: Coaches have played a critical role in developing players who have
gone on to have successful careers in professional football.

Conclusion

The history of BSU football coaches is rich with stories of perseverance, innovation, and
success. Each coach has left an indelible mark on the program, helping to shape the culture
and identity of Ball State football. As the program continues to evolve, the foundations laid
by these coaching legends will undoubtedly influence future generations of players and
coaches, ensuring that BSU remains a competitive force in college football for years to
come. The journey of BSU football reflects not just a timeline of coaches but a narrative of
growth, community, and passion for the game.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach in BSU football history?

The first head coach of Boise State University football was John D. Hargiss, who led the
team in 1933.

Which BSU football coach has the highest winning
percentage?

As of October 2023, Chris Petersen holds the highest winning percentage among BSU
football coaches, with a winning percentage of .868 during his tenure from 2006 to 2013.

What notable achievement did Dan Hawkins accomplish
during his time as BSU head coach?

Dan Hawkins led the Boise State Broncos to their first BCS bowl game appearance in the
2007 Fiesta Bowl, where they won against Oklahoma.

How many head coaches has the BSU football program
had since its inception?

As of October 2023, Boise State University has had 16 head coaches since the football
program began in 1933.



What was the coaching impact of Bryan Harsin during
his tenure at BSU?

Bryan Harsin, who coached from 2014 to 2020, guided the Broncos to multiple Mountain
West Championships and a notable victory in the 2015 Fiesta Bowl.

Which BSU football coach returned to lead the team
after a previous successful stint?

Chris Petersen returned to Boise State as head coach in 2006 after previously serving as
the offensive coordinator from 2001 to 2005, leading the team to national prominence.

What significant change did the BSU football coaching
staff undergo in 20222

In 2022, Boise State University hired Andy Avalos, a former player and assistant coach, as
head coach, marking a shift towards a more familiar and invested coaching approach.
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