
bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with
translation

bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with translation holds a significant place in
the literary and cultural heritage of Punjab and the broader South Asian
region. This article explores the profound spiritual and philosophical verses
penned by the celebrated Punjabi Sufi poet, Bulleh Shah, who used poetry as a
medium to challenge societal norms and express deep mystical insights. His
poetry, originally composed in Punjabi, carries universal themes of love,
humanity, and the quest for divine truth, making it relevant across
generations. The availability of bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with
translation helps bridge linguistic barriers, allowing a wider audience to
appreciate his message. This article will delve into the life of Bulleh Shah,
analyze key poetic themes, present selected poems with their English
translations, and discuss the enduring legacy of his work in contemporary
times. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of why Bulleh Shah’s
poetry remains a cornerstone of Punjabi literature and Sufi thought.
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Life and Background of Bulleh Shah

Bulleh Shah, born Syed Abdullah Shah Qadri in 1680, was a prominent Punjabi
Sufi poet and humanist whose works continue to resonate deeply within Punjabi
culture and beyond. Originating from the Punjab region, his poetry emerged
during a time of significant social and religious upheaval. Bulleh Shah’s
upbringing and education were deeply influenced by Islamic mysticism,
particularly the Qadiri Sufi order. His poetry reflects his spiritual journey
and his conflict with orthodox religious authorities. Known for his
rebellious spirit, Bulleh Shah often challenged rigid social constructs and
advocated for a more inclusive and compassionate worldview. Understanding his
background offers essential context for appreciating the profound messages
embedded in bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with translation.

Historical Context

The late 17th and early 18th centuries in Punjab were characterized by
religious tensions and political instability. Bulleh Shah’s poetry emerged as
a voice of dissent against dogmatic religious practices and social
inequalities. His verses critique the hypocrisy of religious elites and
emphasize the inner experience of God over external rituals. This historical
backdrop is crucial to understanding the radical nature of his work and its
enduring appeal.



Spiritual Influences

Bulleh Shah’s poetry is deeply rooted in Sufi philosophy, emphasizing love,
self-realization, and union with the Divine. Influenced by his mentor Shah
Inayat Qadiri, Bulleh Shah adopted the Sufi tradition of expressing spiritual
truths through metaphor and allegory. His writings often encourage
transcending materialism and ego to discover the essence of humanity and God.

Key Themes in Bulleh Shah’s Poetry

The poetry of Bulleh Shah is rich with themes reflecting human emotions,
spiritual quest, and social commentary. His verses use simple yet powerful
language to convey complex mystical ideas. The following are some of the
central themes found in bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with translation.

Divine Love and Unity

One of the most pervasive themes in Bulleh Shah’s poetry is the concept of
divine love as a unifying force. He views love for God as transcending all
religious and social boundaries. His verses often suggest that true love
dissolves the ego and leads to spiritual enlightenment.

Critique of Religious Orthodoxy

Bulleh Shah boldly critiques rigid religious practices and superficial
rituals. His poetry challenges the authority of religious leaders who, in his
view, miss the essence of spirituality. Through his words, he advocates for
direct personal experience of the divine rather than blind adherence to
dogma.

Humanism and Equality

Another significant theme is the emphasis on human dignity and equality.
Bulleh Shah’s poetry promotes a message of tolerance and unity among
different communities. His verses reject caste, creed, and sectarian
divisions, highlighting the shared humanity that connects all people.

Self-Realization and Inner Transformation

Bulleh Shah encourages a journey inward, urging individuals to seek self-
knowledge and spiritual awakening. His poetry underscores the importance of
overcoming the ego and worldly attachments to achieve true freedom and
enlightenment.

Selected Bulleh Shah Poems in Punjabi with
Translation

This section presents some of the most celebrated poems of Bulleh Shah,
showcasing their original Punjabi text alongside English translations. These



selections exemplify the depth and beauty of bulleh shah poetry in punjabi
with translation.

Poem 1: “Bullah Ki Jaana Main Kaun”

Punjabi:

بولہ کی جاناں میں کون
نہ میں مومن وچ مسیتاں
نہ میں وچ کفر دی ریتاں
نہ میں اندر جنتاں
نہ میں باہر دوزخاں

English Translation:

Bullah, to me, who am I?
Neither am I a believer within the mosque,
Nor do I follow the customs of disbelief,
Neither am I inside paradise,
Nor am I outside in hell.

Poem 2: “Tere Ishq Nachaya”

Punjabi:

تیرے عشق نچایا کر کے ویہڑے میں
تے تے نچایا کر کے ویہڑے میں

English Translation:

Your love made me dance in the courtyard,
Yes, it made me dance in the courtyard.

Poem 3: “Makke Gayaan Gal Mukdi Nahi”

Punjabi:

مکے گئیاں گل مکدی نئیں
تے ناں مکدے نے غم جتنے
مکے گئیاں گل مکدی نئیں

English Translation:

The discussions have ended, but they never truly end,
Nor do the sorrows ever cease,
The discussions have ended, but they never truly end.

Significance of Translations

Translations of bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with translation play a vital
role in disseminating his spiritual and philosophical messages globally. They
preserve the poetic essence while making his profound ideas accessible to
non-Punjabi speakers. Translators often face challenges in maintaining the
lyrical quality and cultural nuances, but successful translations help keep
Bulleh Shah’s legacy alive across cultures.



The Impact and Legacy of Bulleh Shah’s Poetry

Bulleh Shah’s poetry continues to influence literature, music, and
spirituality in South Asia and beyond. His work transcends temporal and
geographic boundaries, resonating with anyone seeking truth and compassion.
The accessibility of bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with translation has
expanded his audience and reinforced his position as a timeless voice of Sufi
wisdom.

Influence on Punjabi Literature and Music

Bulleh Shah’s poetic style and themes have inspired countless poets, writers,
and musicians. His verses are frequently adapted into songs and qawwalis,
keeping his spiritual messages vibrant in contemporary culture. The emotional
depth and lyrical simplicity of his poetry make it particularly suitable for
musical rendition, contributing to its widespread popularity.

Role in Promoting Interfaith Harmony

The inclusive nature of Bulleh Shah’s poetry fosters interfaith dialogue and
harmony. By emphasizing universal love and human unity, his work challenges
sectarianism and promotes mutual respect among diverse religious communities.
This message is particularly relevant in today’s globalized world, where
cultural and religious understanding is essential.

Continued Relevance in Modern Times

In modern society, Bulleh Shah’s poetry remains a source of inspiration for
spiritual seekers, social activists, and literary enthusiasts. His critique
of materialism and advocacy for inner transformation resonate with
contemporary concerns about identity, purpose, and social justice. The
availability of bulleh shah poetry in punjabi with translation ensures that
his teachings continue to inspire new generations.

Life and Background of Bulleh Shah

Key Themes in Bulleh Shah’s Poetry

Selected Bulleh Shah Poems in Punjabi with Translation

The Impact and Legacy of Bulleh Shah’s Poetry

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Bulleh Shah and why is his poetry important?

Bulleh Shah was a Punjabi Sufi poet, humanist, and philosopher from the 18th
century. His poetry is important because it conveys deep spiritual messages,
promotes human unity, and challenges religious orthodoxy. His work remains



influential in Punjabi literature and Sufi thought.

Can you provide a famous verse of Bulleh Shah in
Punjabi with English translation?

Punjabi: بُلھے شاہاں مرنا ناہیں، گور پیا کِدھرے
English: Bulleh Shah says, 'I do not die; where then will my grave be?' This
verse reflects the Sufi belief in the immortality of the soul beyond physical
death.

What are the main themes found in Bulleh Shah's
poetry?

The main themes in Bulleh Shah's poetry include divine love, self-
realization, rejection of religious dogma, human equality, and spiritual
freedom. His poetry often questions societal norms and emphasizes inner
spiritual awakening.

How can one access Bulleh Shah's poetry in Punjabi
with translation?

Bulleh Shah's poetry can be accessed through various books, online portals,
and music albums that provide Punjabi verses along with their English or
other language translations. Websites dedicated to Sufi literature and
Punjabi poetry often feature bilingual versions.

What is the significance of translating Bulleh Shah's
poetry into English?

Translating Bulleh Shah's poetry into English helps spread his universal
messages of love, tolerance, and spirituality to a global audience. It allows
non-Punjabi speakers to appreciate the beauty and depth of his work and
promotes cross-cultural understanding.

Can you share a short Bulleh Shah poem in Punjabi
with its English translation?

Punjabi: بُلھے شاہ کی جاناں میں کون
English: Bulleh Shah asks, 'Who knows who I am?' This simple line expresses
the quest for self-knowledge and the mystery of identity central to his
poetry.

Additional Resources
1. ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ ਦੇ ਕਾਵਿ ਸੰਗ੍ਰਹਿ (Bulleh Shah De Kavi Sangreh)
This collection presents the most celebrated poems of Bulleh Shah, capturing
his mystical and spiritual essence. The anthology includes original Punjabi
verses accompanied by English translations, making it accessible to a wider
audience. Readers can explore the depth of Sufi philosophy and humanism that
Bulleh Shah beautifully expressed through his poetry.

2. ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ ਦੀ ਰੂਹਾਨੀ ਯਾਤਰਾ (Bulleh Shah Di Roohani Yatra)
This book explores the spiritual journey of Bulleh Shah through his poetic



works. It delves into his quest for divine love and the rejection of orthodox
religious practices. The commentary offers insights into the symbolism and
metaphors used by Bulleh Shah, illuminating his philosophy of unity and love.

3. ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ ਦੀਆਂ ਕਵਿਤਾਵਾਂ: ਸੂਫੀ ਸੰਦੇਸ਼ (Bulleh Shah Dian Kavitaavan: Sufi
Sandesh)
Focusing on the Sufi messages embedded in Bulleh Shah’s poetry, this book
analyzes his verses as a form of spiritual guidance. It discusses themes of
self-realization, breaking social barriers, and the oneness of existence. The
text is enriched with historical context and interpretations that highlight
the timeless relevance of his work.

4. ਪੰਜਾਬੀ ਸੂਫੀ ਕਵਿਤਾ: ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ (Punjabi Sufi Kavita: Bulleh Shah)
This volume brings together key Sufi poems of Bulleh Shah, presenting them in
their original Punjabi script. It emphasizes the cultural and linguistic
beauty of his poetry while providing detailed annotations. The book serves as
a valuable resource for students and enthusiasts of Punjabi literature and
Sufism.

5. ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ: ਪ੍ਰੇਮ ਅਤੇ ਆਤਮ-ਜਾਗਰਣ ਦੀ ਕਵਿਤਾ (Bulleh Shah: Prem Ate Aatm-
Jagran Di Kavita)
Highlighting themes of love and self-awakening, this book interprets Bulleh
Shah’s poetry as a call to inner transformation. Through accessible language,
it explains his challenge to societal norms and his advocacy for spiritual
liberation. The work encourages readers to find personal meaning in Bulleh
Shah’s timeless verses.

6. ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ ਦੀ ਕਵਿਤਾ ਵਿੱਚ ਸਮਾਜਿਕ ਸੰਦੇਸ਼ (Bulleh Shah Di Kavita Vich Samajik
Sandesh)
This study focuses on the social messages conveyed in Bulleh Shah’s poetry,
including critiques of caste, religious dogma, and inequality. It presents
his verses as a form of resistance against social injustice and a plea for
harmony. The book offers readers a perspective on how poetry can influence
social change and consciousness.

7. ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ ਦੇ ਕਵਿਤਾ-ਸੰਗ੍ਰਹਿ: ਅੰਗਰੇਜ਼ੀ ਅਨੁਵਾਦ ਸਮੇਤ (Bulleh Shah De Kavita-
Sangreh: Angrezi Anuvad Samet)
Featuring a bilingual presentation, this book includes original Punjabi poems
alongside their English translations. It allows non-Punjabi speakers to
appreciate the lyrical beauty and profound meanings of Bulleh Shah’s work.
The translations strive to retain the poetic essence and spiritual depth of
the originals.

8. ਸੂਫੀਆ ਦੇ ਸਾਹਿਤ ਵਿੱਚ ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ (Sufia De Sahit Vich Bulleh Shah)
This literary critique examines Bulleh Shah’s place within the broader
tradition of Sufi literature. It compares his poetic style and themes with
other prominent Sufi poets and highlights his unique contribution to Punjabi
mysticism. The book is ideal for readers interested in comparative studies of
Sufi poetry.

9. ਬੁੱਲੇ ਸ਼ਾਹ ਦੇ ਕਹਾਣੀਆਂ ਅਤੇ ਕਵਿਤਾ (Bulleh Shah De Kahaniyan Ate Kavita)
Combining short stories inspired by Bulleh Shah’s life and his poetry, this
book offers a narrative approach to understanding his teachings. The stories
contextualize his messages in everyday life, making his spiritual insights
relatable. Alongside the stories, selected poems reinforce the themes of
love, equality, and spiritual awakening.
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