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CS. Lewis, a towering figure in 20th-century literature, is often remembered for his enchanting novels,
profound theological works, and insightful essays. His thoughts on writing are just as enlightening,
providing guidance and inspiration for writers and readers alike. Lewis’s unique perspectives stem not
only from his experience as a writer but also from his extensive study of literature, philosophy, and
theology. In this article, we will explore Lewis's views on writing, his principles of storytelling, his

thoughts on the writer's craft, and his reflections on the impact of literature on readers.

Understanding C.S. Lewis's Background

Before delving into Lewis's thoughts on writing, it is essential to understand his background. Born in
Belfast, Ireland, in 1898, Lewis displayed a passion for literature from an early age. His formative years
were marked by a love of myths and stories, which later influenced his own writing style. After serving
in World War I, Lewis pursued an academic career, eventually becoming a professor of English literature
at Magdalen College, Oxford.

Throughout his life, Lewis authored numerous works, spanning genres from fantasy to theology. His
ability to weave profound themes into accessible narratives made his writing resonate with a diverse
audience. Some of his most notable works include "The Chronicles of Narnia," "The Screwtape Letters," and

"Mere Christianity." Each of these works reflects his belief in the transformative power of storytelling.

The Principles of Storytelling

C.S. Lewis had a deep understanding of storytelling, which he articulated through various essays and

letters. His principles of storytelling can be summarized as follows:

1. The Importance of Imagination

Lewis believed that imagination plays a crucial role in both writing and understanding literature. He
argued that imagination allows us to transcend our immediate reality and engage with deeper truths. In his
essay "On Stories,” he emphasized that stories serve as a means of exploring complex ideas in a more
relatable manner. For Lewis, the imaginative act is not merely an escape from reality but a way to engage

with it more profoundly.



2. The Value of Clarity

While Lewis appreciated the power of imagination, he also stressed the necessity of clarity in writing. He
believed that a writer's primary responsibility is to communicate ideas effectively. In his letters, Lewis
often advised aspiring writers to prioritize clarity over complexity. He argued that a simple, clear sentence

could convey a message more effectively than a convoluted one.

3. The Role of Truth

For Lewis, storytelling was not just about entertainment; it was about conveying truth. He believed that
good literature should reflect the moral and spiritual truths of life. In his essay "The Weight of Glory," he
discussed how stories can reveal profound truths about human existence, morality, and the divine. Lewis
viewed storytelling as a means of exploring the complexities of the human condition, and he encouraged

writers to seek truth in their narratives.

The Writer’s Craft

C.S. Lewis's reflections on the writer's craft are invaluable for anyone looking to hone their skills. His

insights cover various aspects of writing, including style, voice, and revision.

1. Finding One's Voice

Lewis understood that each writer has a unique voice, shaped by their experiences, beliefs, and personality.
He encouraged writers to embrace their individuality and let their authentic voices shine through their
work. In his letters to friends and fellow writers, Lewis often emphasized the importance of writing
honestly and sincerely. He believed that readers could sense inauthenticity, and that a genuine voice

resonates more deeply.

2. The Revision Process

Lewis was a proponent of rigorous revision, believing that the first draft is merely the beginning of the
writing process. He famously revised his own works multiple times, often making significant changes to
improve clarity and coherence. Lewis advised writers to be patient with their drafts and to view revision
as an integral part of the creative process. He once stated, "You can make anything by writing," and this

belief underscored the importance of refining one's ideas and expressions.



3. The Influence of Reading

Lewis was an avid reader, and he often credited his reading experiences as foundational to his writing. He
believed that reading widely and deeply helps writers develop their style and understand the mechanics
of storytelling. In his essay "The Abolition of Man," Lewis emphasized the importance of engaging with
great literature, arguing that it shapes our understanding of language, ethics, and culture. He advised

aspiring writers to read not only for enjoyment but also to learn from the masters.

The Impact of Literature on Readers

CS. Lewis's thoughts on writing extend beyond the act itself; he also reflected on the impact of literature

on readers. He believed that literature has the power to transform lives and shape moral understanding.

1. Literature as a Form of Education

Lewis viewed literature as a form of education that goes beyond mere facts and figures. He argued that
fiction, poetry, and drama can teach readers about empathy, morality, and the human experience. In his
essays, he often discussed how literature encourages readers to consider perspectives different from their
own, fostering understanding and compassion. He believed that great literature can instill a sense of

wonder and curiosity about the world.

2. The Role of Myth and Fantasy

Lewis was a firm believer in the power of myth and fantasy. He argued that these genres allow readers to
grapple with profound truths in a manner that is both engaging and accessible. His own works, particularly
"The Chronicles of Narnia," reflect this belief, as they incorporate elements of mythology and allegory to
convey deeper moral and spiritual messages. Lewis believed that through myth, readers can connect with

universal themes that resonate across cultures and time periods.

3. The Conversation Between Authors and Readers

Lewis emphasized the importance of the relationship between authors and readers. He believed that
writers have a responsibility to engage their audience thoughtfully and meaningfully. In his essay "The
Form of the Book," he discusses how authors create a dialogue with readers through their work, suggesting
that literature is a two-way conversation. For Lewis, the act of writing is not solely about self-expression

but about inviting readers into a shared exploration of ideas and emotions.



Conclusion

CS. Lewis's insights on writing remain relevant and inspiring for contemporary writers and readers alike.
His emphasis on imagination, clarity, truth, and the transformative power of literature underscores the
importance of storytelling in our lives. By embracing Lewis's principles, writers can refine their craft and
create works that resonate deeply with their audience. Ultimately, Lewis's legacy serves as a reminder of
the profound impact that literature can have on individuals and society, shaping our understanding of
ourselves and the world around us. Whether through his enchanting tales or insightful essays, C.S. Lewis

continues to illuminate the path for those who seek to explore the art of writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are C.S. Lewis's views on the importance of imagination in
writing?

C.S. Lewis believed that imagination is crucial for a writer, as it allows them to create vivid worlds and

connect with readers on an emotional level. He felt that a strong imaginative capacity enriches storytelling.

How did C.S. Lewis approach the concept of truth in his writing?

C.S. Lewis emphasized the importance of truth in writing, arguing that fiction can convey deeper truths

about human experience and morality, often more effectively than non-fiction.

What writing advice did C.S. Lewis give to aspiring authors?

CS. Lewis advised aspiring authors to write truthfully and authentically, urging them to find their unique

voice and to write what they genuinely care about rather than chasing trends.

In what ways did C.S. Lewis's academic background influence his writing
style?

Lewis's academic background in literature and philosophy shaped his writing style, making it rich in

allegory and intellectual depth, allowing him to blend scholarly insights with engaging narratives.

How did CS. Lewis view the relationship between fiction and reality?

CS. Lewis viewed fiction as a lens through which deeper truths about reality could be explored. He
believed that while fiction is not literal, it can reflect and illuminate real-life experiences and moral

dilemmas.



‘What role did personal experience play in C.S. Lewis's writing?

Personal experience played a significant role in Lewis's writing, as he often drew from his own life,

beliefs, and struggles, infusing his characters and stories with authenticity and relatability.

How did CS. Lewis use allegory in his works?

CS. Lewis frequently employed allegory to convey complex moral and theological concepts, most famously

in "The Chronicles of Narnia," where characters and events symbolize deeper spiritual truths.

What did C.S. Lewis believe about the role of a writer in society?

C.S. Lewis believed that writers have a responsibility to address moral and philosophical questions, using

their platform to challenge societal norms and inspire readers toward deeper thought and understanding.

How did CS. Lewis's faith influence his writing?

Lewis's Christian faith profoundly influenced his writing, providing a framework for his exploration of

good and evil, redemption, and the human condition, evident in both his fiction and theological works.

What is one of C.S. Lewis's key messages about storytelling?

One of CS. Lewis's key messages about storytelling is that it should inspire wonder and provoke thought,

encouraging readers to reflect on their own lives, beliefs, and the world around them.
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