c6th lap steel chords

C6th lap steel chords are an essential aspect of playing the lap steel guitar and contribute
significantly to the unique sound and versatility of this instrument. The C6 tuning, popular among
country, Hawaiian, and Western swing musicians, offers a rich palette of chords and voicings. In this
article, we will explore the fundamentals of C6th lap steel chords, including their construction,
common chord progressions, and tips for practice. By the end of this guide, you'll have a solid
understanding of how to effectively use C6th lap steel chords in your playing.

Understanding C6th Tuning

The C6 tuning of the lap steel guitar is typically arranged as follows from the lowest string to the
highest:

1. C (root)

2. E (major third)

3. G (perfect fifth)

4. A (sixth)

5. C (octave)

6. E (major third)

This tuning creates a major chord and allows for the formation of various chord shapes by moving
the steel bar across the strings. It’s important to note that the C6 tuning can also be modified
slightly for different musical styles or personal preferences.

Basic C6th Chord Shapes

To create beautiful melodies and rich harmonies, understanding basic C6th chord shapes is crucial.
Below are some of the fundamental chords you should know:

C Major Chord

- Shape: Place the bar across the 5th fret.
-Notes: C, E, G



A Minor Chord

- Shape: Place the bar across the 5th fret and lift the 2nd string (E) one fret up to F.
- Notes: A, C, E

F Major Chord

- Shape: Move the bar to the 1st fret.
- Notes: F, A, C

G Major Chord

- Shape: Place the bar on the 3rd fret.
- Notes: G, B, D

E Minor Chord

- Shape: Move the bar to the 7th fret and lift the 2nd string (B) one fret up to C.
- Notes: E, G, B

Common Chord Progressions in C6th

Once you are familiar with the basic chord shapes, it's time to explore some common chord
progressions that utilize C6th lap steel chords. Here are a few popular progressions:

I-IV-V Progression

-ExampleinC:C-F-G
- This classic progression is widely used in various genres, especially in country and blues music.

ii-V-I Progression

- Example in C: Dm - G7 - C
- This jazz-inspired progression adds a sophisticated touch to your playing.

vi-ii-V-1 Progression

- Example in C: Am - Dm - G7 - C
- This progression is often used to create a sense of movement and resolution.



Techniques for Playing C6th Lap Steel Chords

Mastering C6th lap steel chords also involves developing specific techniques that enhance your
playing style. Here are some essential techniques to consider:

Bar Sliding

Sliding the steel bar between chords helps to create smooth transitions. Practice moving the bar
from one chord to another while maintaining a steady rhythm.

Strumming and Picking

Experiment with different strumming and picking techniques. Use your thumb and fingers to pluck
individual strings, or use a pick for a sharper sound.

Vibrato

Adding vibrato to your notes can bring life and expression to your playing. Gently move the bar back
and forth while sustaining a note.

Harmonics

By lightly touching the strings at specific points, you can create harmonics that add a ethereal
quality to your chords. Practice finding these points while playing C6th chords.

Tips for Practicing C6th Lap Steel Chords

Building proficiency with C6th lap steel chords requires regular practice. Here are some effective
tips to help you improve:

e Set Aside Regular Practice Time: Consistency is key. Allocate specific times each week to
focus solely on your lap steel guitar practice.

e Use a Metronome: Practice with a metronome to improve your timing and rhythm. Start slow
and gradually increase the tempo.

e Record Yourself: Recording your practice sessions allows you to listen back and identify
areas for improvement.

e Learn Songs: Apply your knowledge of C6th chords by learning songs that utilize these
chords. This will help you understand their practical application.

¢ Play Along with Backing Tracks: Use backing tracks to simulate playing in a band setting.



This will improve your ability to play chords in context.

Conclusion

In summary, C6th lap steel chords are a fundamental aspect of playing the lap steel guitar,
offering a wide range of musical possibilities. By understanding the tuning, practicing essential
chord shapes, and mastering various techniques, you can enhance your playing and create beautiful
music. Whether you're a beginner starting your journey or an experienced player looking to refine
your skills, integrating C6th chords into your repertoire will undoubtedly enrich your musical
expression. Happy playing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are C6th lap steel chords?

Cé6th lap steel chords are chords played on a lap steel guitar tuned to C6 tuning, which typically
includes the notes C, E, G, A, and D. This tuning allows for a rich harmonic structure ideal for
various musical styles, particularly in country and Hawaiian music.

How do I play a basic C6th chord on lap steel?

To play a basic C6th chord on lap steel, you can place your bar over the 3rd fret while pressing down
the strings to match the notes C, E, and G. This will produce the C major chord in the C6 tuning.

What are some common progressions using C6th lap steel
chords?

Common progressions using C6th lap steel chords include I-IV-V (C-F-G), ii-V-I (Dm-G-C), and I-vi-ii-V
(C-Am-Dm-G). These progressions are foundational in many genres, especially in country and blues
music.

Can I use C6th lap steel chords in genres outside of country
music?

Yes, C6th lap steel chords can be effectively used in various genres, including jazz, rock, and blues.
The versatility of the C6 tuning allows for unique voicings and interesting melodic lines that can
enhance any musical style.

What are some advanced techniques for playing C6th lap steel
chords?

Advanced techniques for playing C6th lap steel chords include using fingerpicking patterns,



harmonics, and slides. Additionally, incorporating chord inversions and experimenting with different
voicings can add depth to your playing.

What are some resources for learning C6th lap steel chords?

There are many resources available for learning C6th lap steel chords, including online tutorials,
instructional books, and video lessons. Websites like YouTube and music education platforms offer a
wealth of content for both beginners and advanced players.
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