
california academy of science hours
California Academy of Sciences hours are an essential consideration for anyone
planning a visit to this renowned institution located in San Francisco's Golden Gate Park. As
one of the largest natural history museums in the world, the California Academy of Sciences
offers a wealth of exhibits that showcase the wonders of our planet. Understanding the
hours of operation is crucial for maximizing your experience, ensuring that you have ample
time to explore everything the Academy has to offer. In this article, we will delve into the
California Academy of Sciences hours, the best times to visit, and additional tips to enhance
your experience.

General Hours of Operation

The California Academy of Sciences has specific hours of operation that vary throughout the
week and during different seasons. As of October 2023, the Academy operates under the
following schedule:

Monday to Friday: 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM

Saturday: 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM

Sunday: 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM

These hours may change during holidays or special events, so it's advisable to check the
official website or call ahead before your visit. Certain exhibits may also have different
operating hours, which can affect your overall experience.

Seasonal Hours

The California Academy of Sciences occasionally alters its hours during peak seasons, such
as the summer months or around holiday times. During these periods, the Academy might
extend its hours to accommodate increased visitor traffic.

Summer Hours

During the summer months (typically late May through early September), the Academy
often extends its hours:

Monday to Friday: 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM



Saturday and Sunday: 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM

These extended hours allow visitors more opportunities to enjoy the Academy’s attractions,
including the aquarium, planetarium, and natural history exhibits.

Holiday Hours

For holidays, the California Academy of Sciences may have adjusted hours. Here are some
common changes you can expect:

Thanksgiving Day: Closed

Christmas Day: Closed

New Year’s Day: 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM

It’s essential to check the Academy's calendar around these times for the most accurate
information.

Best Times to Visit

Knowing the California Academy of Sciences hours is just one part of planning your visit.
Timing can significantly affect your experience, and here are some of the best times to
visit:

Weekdays vs. Weekends

- Weekdays: If you can visit during the week, you're likely to encounter fewer crowds. This
means shorter lines for exhibits and a more enjoyable experience overall.
- Weekends: Saturdays and Sundays tend to be busier, particularly in the late morning and
early afternoon. If you must visit on a weekend, consider arriving right when the Academy
opens.

Seasonal Considerations

The peak tourist season typically runs from late spring to early fall. During these months,
expect larger crowds. If you prefer a quieter experience, consider visiting during the
shoulder seasons of late winter or early spring.



Planning Your Visit

To make the most of your time at the California Academy of Sciences, planning is essential.
Here are some tips to help you prepare for your visit:

Purchase Tickets in Advance

To save time and avoid long lines, purchase your tickets online before your visit. This step
is especially recommended during peak times when the Academy is likely to be busier.

Check for Special Events

The California Academy of Sciences frequently hosts special events, such as NightLife,
where the museum stays open late for adults-only evenings featuring live music, cocktails,
and unique programming. Be sure to check their event calendar when planning your visit.

Explore the Layout

Familiarize yourself with the layout of the Academy before you go. The main attractions
include:

The Steinhart Aquarium: Home to thousands of aquatic species, including sharks1.
and colorful coral reefs.

The Morrison Planetarium: Offering stunning visual presentations about the2.
universe.

The Natural History Museum: Showcasing exhibits on the history of life on Earth,3.
including dinosaurs.

The Living Roof: An innovative rooftop garden that features native Californian plants4.
and provides a unique view of the city.

Knowing the layout will help you prioritize your time and ensure you don’t miss any must-
see exhibits.

Accessibility and Amenities

The California Academy of Sciences is committed to making its facilities accessible to all



visitors. Here are some important points regarding accessibility and amenities:

Accessibility Features

- Wheelchair Access: The museum is fully accessible for visitors with mobility challenges.
Wheelchairs are available for rent on a first-come, first-served basis.
- Service Animals: Certified service animals are welcome throughout the facility.

Facilities and Amenities

- Dining Options: The Academy features several dining options, including a café that serves
fresh, sustainable food.
- Gift Shop: Don’t forget to stop by the gift shop for unique souvenirs and educational
materials related to the exhibits.

Final Thoughts

Understanding the California Academy of Sciences hours is crucial for planning a successful
visit to this incredible institution. By knowing the general and seasonal hours, the best
times to visit, and how to plan effectively, you can ensure that your experience is both
enjoyable and educational. Whether you’re a local or a tourist, the Academy offers a
fascinating glimpse into the natural world and promises a memorable experience for
visitors of all ages. Always remember to check the official website for the latest updates on
hours and events to make the most of your trip.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the regular operating hours of the California
Academy of Sciences?
The California Academy of Sciences is typically open from 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM daily.

Are there any days when the California Academy of
Sciences is closed?
Yes, the California Academy of Sciences is closed on certain holidays, including December
25th.

Does the California Academy of Sciences have extended



hours on any specific days?
Yes, during the summer months, the Academy may have extended hours, staying open
until 6:00 PM on select days.

Can I visit the California Academy of Sciences after
regular hours?
Special events, such as 'NightLife' events, allow for after-hours access, usually on
Thursdays from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM.

What time does the California Academy of Sciences
open on weekends?
The Academy opens at 9:30 AM on weekends, just like on weekdays.

Is there a time when the California Academy of Sciences
has discounted admission?
The Academy often offers discounted admission during 'NightLife' events and specific
promotional days.

How can I find out about any changes to the California
Academy of Sciences' hours?
You can check the official California Academy of Sciences website or their social media
pages for updates on hours and special events.

Are there any seasonal hours for the California
Academy of Sciences?
Yes, the Academy may adjust its hours during holidays and peak tourist seasons, so it's
best to check their website.

What time should I arrive to avoid crowds at the
California Academy of Sciences?
Arriving right at opening time or later in the afternoon, around 3:00 PM, can help avoid
larger crowds.
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