
california real estate exam questions and
answers
California real estate exam questions and answers are crucial for anyone looking to
become a licensed real estate agent in the Golden State. The exam is designed to test your
knowledge of real estate principles, practices, and laws specific to California. This article
will provide an overview of the structure of the exam, common topics covered, and some
example questions and answers to help you prepare.

Understanding the California Real Estate Exam

The California Department of Real Estate (DRE) administers the real estate exam. The
exam is a critical step in obtaining a real estate license, and it consists of multiple-choice
questions covering various topics related to real estate.

Exam Structure

The California real estate exam comprises:

- Total Questions: 150 multiple-choice questions
- Passing Score: 70% (or 105 correct answers)
- Time Allowed: 3 hours

The questions are divided into two main categories:

1. Real Estate Principles and Practices (70 questions)
2. California Real Estate Laws (80 questions)

Common Topics Covered

The exam encompasses a wide range of topics, including but not limited to:

- Real estate principles
- Property ownership and land use
- Contracts
- Financing
- Agency relationships
- Real estate calculations
- Fair housing laws
- Disclosure requirements
- California-specific regulations



Understanding these areas will not only help you pass the exam but also equip you with
the necessary knowledge to succeed in your real estate career.

Sample Questions and Answers

To give you a better understanding of what to expect on the California real estate exam,
here are some sample questions along with their answers:

Sample Question 1: Property Ownership

Question: Which of the following is NOT a type of property ownership in California?
A) Joint Tenancy
B) Tenancy in Common
C) Community Property
D) Life Estate

Answer: D) Life Estate
Explanation: A life estate is a form of ownership, but it refers to an interest in property
that lasts for the lifetime of the tenant. Joint Tenancy, Tenancy in Common, and
Community Property are all recognized forms of ownership in California.

Sample Question 2: Contracts

Question: Which of the following contracts must be in writing to be enforceable in
California?
A) Oral lease for less than one year
B) Listing agreement
C) Purchase agreement
D) Both B and C

Answer: D) Both B and C
Explanation: In California, listing agreements and purchase agreements must be in writing
to be enforceable under the Statute of Frauds. Oral leases for less than one year can be
enforceable.

Sample Question 3: Financing

Question: What is the primary purpose of a loan-to-value (LTV) ratio?
A) To determine a borrower's creditworthiness
B) To assess the risk to the lender
C) To calculate monthly payments
D) To establish interest rates



Answer: B) To assess the risk to the lender
Explanation: The LTV ratio helps lenders determine the risk associated with a loan. A
higher LTV ratio indicates more risk, as the borrower is financing a larger portion of the
property's value.

Sample Question 4: Fair Housing Laws

Question: The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination based on all of the following
EXCEPT:
A) Race
B) Gender
C) Age
D) Religion

Answer: C) Age
Explanation: The Fair Housing Act prohibits discrimination based on race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, familial status, and disability. Age is not a protected class under this
act.

Sample Question 5: Disclosure Requirements

Question: Which of the following must be disclosed to potential buyers?
A) Death on the property within the last five years
B) A recent remodel
C) The reason for selling
D) None of the above

Answer: A) Death on the property within the last five years
Explanation: California law requires sellers to disclose any death on the property within
the last three years, which can affect the buyer's decision.

Preparation Strategies

Preparing for the California real estate exam requires a well-structured approach. Here
are some effective strategies to help you succeed:

Study Materials

Utilize various study materials, including:

- Real Estate Textbooks: Look for textbooks that cover California real estate laws and
principles.
- Online Courses: Enroll in online courses offered by accredited institutions.



- Practice Exams: Take practice exams to familiarize yourself with the format and types of
questions.

Study Techniques

1. Create a Study Schedule: Allocate specific times each week for studying to ensure
consistent progress.
2. Use Flashcards: Create flashcards for key terms and concepts to reinforce memory.
3. Join Study Groups: Collaborate with peers to discuss topics and quiz each other.
4. Focus on Weak Areas: Identify areas where you feel less confident and devote extra
time to those topics.

Exam Day Preparation

On the day of the exam, follow these tips:

- Get Enough Rest: Ensure you are well-rested the night before the exam.
- Arrive Early: Plan to arrive at the testing location early to avoid any last-minute stress.
- Bring Necessary Materials: Make sure to bring your identification and any required
documents.

Conclusion

In conclusion, mastering California real estate exam questions and answers is
essential for aspiring real estate professionals. By understanding the exam structure,
familiarizing yourself with common topics, and utilizing effective study strategies, you can
increase your chances of passing the exam and starting a successful career in real estate.
Remember, preparation is key, so take the time to study diligently and approach the exam
with confidence. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What topics are covered in the California real estate
exam?
The California real estate exam covers topics such as real estate principles, practices,
laws, finance, and appraisal.

How many questions are on the California real estate



salesperson exam?
The California real estate salesperson exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions.

What is the passing score for the California real estate
exam?
To pass the California real estate exam, candidates must score at least 70%.

How long is the California real estate exam?
The California real estate salesperson exam is 3 hours long.

What is the format of the California real estate exam?
The format of the California real estate exam is multiple-choice, with each question having
one correct answer.

Can I take the California real estate exam online?
No, the California real estate exam must be taken in person at an approved testing
location.

What identification is required for the California real
estate exam?
Candidates must present a valid government-issued photo ID, such as a driver's license or
passport, when taking the exam.

How often can I retake the California real estate exam if
I fail?
If you fail the California real estate exam, you can retake it as many times as necessary,
but you must pay the exam fee each time.
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