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Can blackboard detect AI writing? As we move further into the digital age,
the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into various fields,
including education, has sparked a significant discussion around academic
integrity. With the rise of AI writing tools, educators are increasingly
concerned about the authenticity of student submissions. This article will
explore how platforms like Blackboard are equipped to address this challenge,
the implications of AI writing in academia, and strategies for maintaining
academic honesty.

Understanding AI Writing Tools

AI writing tools have gained popularity due to their ability to generate
content quickly and efficiently. These tools use advanced algorithms and
natural language processing to create essays, articles, and other forms of
written communication.

Types of AI Writing Tools

1. Content Generators: These tools can produce articles or essays based on
prompts given by users. Examples include OpenAI's ChatGPT and Jasper.

2. Grammar and Style Checkers: Tools like Grammarly and ProWritingAid not
only correct grammatical errors but also suggest style improvements, making
writing more coherent and polished.

3. Paraphrasers: These tools rephrase existing content, allowing users to
present information in a new light while retaining the original meaning.

4. Research Assistants: AI can assist in gathering information, summarizing
articles, or even generating citations, making research more efficient.

Implications for Academia

The integration of AI writing tools in academia raises several critical
issues:

- Academic Integrity: The ability of students to produce assignments with the
help of AI can undermine the principles of academic honesty. Institutions are
concerned that students may submit work generated by AI as their own.

- Skill Development: Overreliance on AI writing tools may hinder students'
writing skills and critical thinking abilities. It is essential for students



to develop their own writing proficiency and analytical capabilities.

- Assessment Challenges: Traditional assessment methods may struggle to
differentiate between human-generated content and that produced by AI,
complicating the grading process and evaluation of student understanding.

How Blackboard Addresses AI Writing

Blackboard, a widely used learning management system (LMS), has been at the
forefront of addressing the challenges posed by AI writing tools. The
platform incorporates various features to help educators maintain academic
integrity.

Detection Tools

1. Plagiarism Detection Software: Blackboard integrates with plagiarism
detection tools like Turnitin, which compare student submissions against a
vast database of existing content. While these tools primarily focus on
identifying copied material, they are also evolving to detect AI-generated
text.

2. AI Detection Algorithms: Some platforms are developing algorithms
specifically designed to recognize characteristics of AI writing. These
algorithms analyze text for patterns typical of AI-generated content, such as
unnatural phrasing, lack of depth in argumentation, or overly generic
responses.

3. Customizable Assignments: Educators can create unique assignments that
require personalized responses, making it more challenging for students to
rely solely on AI tools.

Best Practices for Educators

Educators can take proactive measures to mitigate the impact of AI writing
tools:

- Define Clear Expectations: Clearly outline what constitutes acceptable use
of AI tools in assignments. Establish guidelines for when and how students
can use these technologies.

- Incorporate Reflective Writing: Assignments that require students to
reflect on their learning process or the development of their ideas can help
ensure that submissions are genuinely their own.

- Use Oral Examinations: Incorporating verbal assessments allows educators to



evaluate students' understanding in real-time, making it difficult to rely on
AI-generated work.

- Promote Original Research: Encourage students to engage in original
research projects that require unique insights and creativity, reducing the
temptation to use AI writing tools.

Challenges in Detection

Despite the advancements in detection technologies, several challenges
remain:

Complexity of AI Writing

AI writing tools are becoming increasingly sophisticated. As these tools
improve, they can produce content that closely mimics human writing. This
complicates the detection process as:

- Subtle Differences: AI-generated text may be difficult to distinguish from
human-written text, particularly if the AI is fed high-quality prompts or
specific instructions.

- Evolving Technology: As AI writing tools continue to evolve, detection
algorithms must also adapt to keep pace with new formats and styles of
writing.

Variability in Student Writing Styles

Students have diverse writing styles and levels of proficiency. Variations in
vocabulary, sentence structure, and overall coherence can make it challenging
for detection tools to accurately identify AI-generated content.

The Future of AI Writing and Education

As AI technology continues to develop, its role in education will likely
expand. The future will require a balanced approach to harness the benefits
of AI while upholding academic integrity.

Potential Developments

1. Enhanced Detection Tools: Ongoing research and development will lead to



more robust detection algorithms that can accurately identify AI-generated
content.

2. Integration of AI in Classroom: Educators may find ways to incorporate AI
as a tool for learning rather than as a means to circumvent academic
responsibilities. For instance, using AI to brainstorm ideas or outline
structures can enhance the writing process.

3. Policy Changes: Educational institutions may need to revise their policies
on AI usage, establishing clear guidelines on what constitutes acceptable use
in academic work.

4. Increased Focus on Critical Thinking: As AI takes on more routine writing
tasks, curricula may shift towards fostering critical thinking, creativity,
and problem-solving skills, preparing students for a future where AI and
human collaboration is commonplace.

Conclusion

The question of can blackboard detect AI writing is not a straightforward
one. While Blackboard and similar platforms are implementing tools to
identify potential misuse of AI writing, the evolving nature of these
technologies poses ongoing challenges. Educators must adapt to these changes
by refining assessment methods and fostering a culture of academic integrity.
Ultimately, the goal should be to leverage AI as a supportive tool for
learning while ensuring that students develop their critical thinking and
writing skills. By doing so, we can create an educational environment that
embraces innovation while upholding the core values of academic honesty.

Frequently Asked Questions

Can Blackboard detect if a paper was written by AI?
Blackboard itself does not have built-in AI detection features, but it can
integrate with third-party tools that may analyze writing for signs of AI
generation.

What tools can be used in Blackboard to check for
AI-generated content?
Educators can use tools like Turnitin or Grammarly, which have started to
implement AI detection features, alongside Blackboard to help identify AI-
generated text.



How effective are AI detection tools in Blackboard?
The effectiveness of AI detection tools varies; they can flag suspicious
content, but no tool is 100% accurate in determining authorship.

Are there any signs that teachers look for to detect
AI writing in assignments submitted via Blackboard?
Teachers may look for inconsistencies in writing style, overly complex
vocabulary, or content that lacks depth, which are often indicators of AI-
generated text.

Can students bypass AI detection in Blackboard by
paraphrasing?
While paraphrasing can sometimes evade detection, advanced AI detection tools
are becoming more sophisticated and can still identify rephrased AI content.

What should students do if they want to avoid being
flagged for AI writing in Blackboard?
Students should focus on developing their own voice and writing style,
thoroughly researching topics, and creating original content rather than
relying on AI tools.
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