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Candela Obscura is an innovative tabletop role-playing game (TTRPG) that
invites players into a world of mystery, magic, and exploration. In this
quickstart guide, we will provide a comprehensive overview of the game, its
mechanics, and how to get started on your first adventure. Whether you are a
seasoned TTRPG player or new to the genre, this guide will help you navigate
the captivating universe of Candela Obscura.

Understanding Candela Obscura

Candela Obscura is set in a unique, dark fantasy world where characters
navigate through various challenges while uncovering secrets and engaging in
thrilling narratives. The game blends elements of horror, mystery, and
fantasy, creating a rich tapestry of storytelling opportunities. Players take
on the roles of characters known as "Illuminators," who are tasked with
uncovering the hidden truths of their world.

Core Themes

The game's core themes revolve around exploration, discovery, and the balance
between light and darkness. Players will face moral dilemmas, encounter
supernatural beings, and unravel complex narratives that challenge their
characters' beliefs and motivations.

Game Components

Before diving into gameplay, it’s essential to familiarize yourself with the
core components of Candela Obscura:

1. Rulebook: Contains the game's mechanics, lore, and guidelines for
gameplay.
2. Character Sheets: Templates for players to create and manage their
characters, including attributes, abilities, and backstory.
3. Dice: Candela Obscura primarily uses polyhedral dice (d4, d6, d8, d10,
d12, d20), each serving a distinct function in gameplay.
4. Maps and Tokens: Optional components that can enhance storytelling and
visualization during gameplay.
5. Adventure Modules: Pre-written adventures that provide a framework for
gameplay, including plot hooks, NPCs, and challenges.



Getting Started with Candela Obscura

To start playing Candela Obscura, follow these steps:

Step 1: Gather Your Group

Form a group of players, typically consisting of 3-6 participants. One person
will take on the role of the Game Master (GM), who will guide the story,
facilitate gameplay, and control non-player characters (NPCs).

Step 2: Read the Rulebook

Before your first session, it’s crucial that both the GM and players
familiarize themselves with the rulebook. Key sections to focus on include:

- Character Creation
- Game Mechanics
- Combat and Conflict Resolution
- Roleplaying Guidelines
- Magic and Abilities

Understanding these fundamentals will ensure a smoother gameplay experience.

Step 3: Create Your Characters

Character creation is a pivotal aspect of Candela Obscura. Players should
follow these steps:

1. Choose a Character Concept: Think creatively about the character you want
to portray. Consider their background, motivations, and goals.
2. Select Attributes: Attributes typically include Strength, Agility,
Intelligence, and Charisma. Distribute points based on your character’s
concept.
3. Pick Abilities and Skills: Choose abilities that complement your
character’s attributes. Skills can include combat proficiency, magical
talents, or social acumen.
4. Write a Backstory: Develop your character’s history, relationships, and
personal challenges. This will enhance roleplaying and storytelling during
the game.

Step 4: Set Up the Game Environment



For an immersive experience, set up your game environment. This can include:

- Lighting: Dim lighting can enhance the mood, especially in a game centered
around mystery and horror.
- Soundtrack: Consider using background music or sound effects to create an
engaging atmosphere.
- Props: Use physical props, maps, or drawings to enhance the storytelling
experience.

Step 5: Start Your First Session

With characters created and the environment set, you are ready to begin your
first session. Here are some tips for a successful start:

1. Establish the Tone: The GM should introduce the world of Candela Obscura,
setting the tone and mood for the adventure.
2. Introduce the Plot: Present the initial scenario, including the main
conflict or mystery that the players will need to address.
3. Encourage Roleplaying: Prompt players to engage with each other and the
world around them. Encourage them to think creatively and act in character.

Gameplay Mechanics

Understanding the core gameplay mechanics is essential for a smooth
experience. Candela Obscura uses a blend of narrative-driven storytelling and
dice-based mechanics.

Action Resolution

When characters attempt actions that involve risk or uncertainty, they will
roll dice to determine the outcome. The basic steps include:

1. Declare the Action: The player describes what their character is
attempting to do.
2. Roll the Dice: The player rolls the appropriate dice based on their
abilities and the GM’s guidance.
3. Consult the Result: The GM interprets the outcome based on the roll,
modifying it by relevant factors such as skills or environmental conditions.

Combat System

Combat in Candela Obscura is dynamic and encourages strategic thinking. Key
elements include:



- Turn Order: Players and enemies take turns based on their initiative rolls.
- Attack and Defense: Players roll to attack, while targets can roll to
defend or avoid damage.
- Health and Consequences: Characters have health points, and losing them can
lead to serious consequences or death.

Magic and Abilities

Magic plays a significant role in Candela Obscura. Players can choose magical
abilities based on their character's background and skills. The use of magic
typically involves:

- Resource Management: Magic may require resources, such as spell slots or
components.
- Consequences of Use: Overusing magic can lead to unexpected outcomes,
creating tension and excitement in the narrative.

Expanding Your Adventures

Once you have completed your first session, the world of Candela Obscura
opens up for further exploration. Here are some ways to expand your
adventures:

1. Create Your Own Scenarios

While pre-written adventure modules are excellent for beginners, consider
crafting your own stories and challenges. Think about:

- Unique settings
- Compelling NPCs
- Engaging plot twists

2. Explore New Characters

Encourage players to create new characters for different adventures,
exploring various backgrounds and abilities. This can enhance the richness of
the game world.

3. Incorporate Player Feedback

After sessions, gather player feedback to improve the game experience.



Discuss what worked, what didn’t, and how to enhance future sessions.

Conclusion

Candela Obscura invites players into a world of mystery, magic, and
exploration, offering a rich storytelling experience. By understanding the
game’s mechanics, gathering your group, and immersing yourselves in character
creation, you can embark on thrilling adventures that test your creativity
and decision-making skills. Whether you choose to follow the pre-written
modules or carve your own path, the world of Candela Obscura awaits your
discovery. Enjoy your journey into the unknown!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Candela Obscura
Quickstart Guide?
The Candela Obscura Quickstart Guide serves as an introductory resource to
help new users understand the basics of the game, including its mechanics,
character creation, and gameplay flow.

Where can I find the Candela Obscura Quickstart
Guide?
The Candela Obscura Quickstart Guide can typically be found on the official
game website, within the game's community forums, or as a downloadable PDF
from various tabletop RPG resource sites.

What are the key components covered in the Candela
Obscura Quickstart Guide?
The guide covers key components such as character archetypes, game rules,
setting descriptions, and a sample adventure to help players get started
quickly.

Is the Candela Obscura Quickstart Guide suitable for
beginners?
Yes, the Candela Obscura Quickstart Guide is designed to be user-friendly and
is suitable for both beginners and experienced players looking to familiarize
themselves with the game's unique features.



Can I use the Candela Obscura Quickstart Guide for a
one-shot game?
Absolutely! The guide includes a simplified adventure that is perfect for
one-shot sessions, making it easy for players to dive into the game without
extensive preparation.
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