CAUSES OF THE CIVIL WAR WEBQUEST WORKSHEET

Causes oF THE CiviL W AR \WEBQUEST W/ ORKSHEET IS AN ESSENTIAL EDUCATIONAL TOOL THAT HELPS STUDENTS EXPLORE
THE COMPLEX FACTORS THAT LED TO THE AMERICAN CIVIL W AR. UUNDERSTANDING THESE CAUSES IS VITAL FOR GRASPING THE
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, AND POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF 19 TH-CENTURY AMERICA. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE VARIOUS
ELEMENTS THAT CONTRIBUTED TO THE ONSET OF THE CIVIL \X/AR, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW THAT CAN SERVE AS
A GUIDE FOR TEACHERS AND STUDENTS ALIKE.

UNDERSTANDING THE CiviL W AR

THe AMERICAN CIvIL W AR, FOUGHT FROM 1861 To 1865, wAS A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN UNITED STATES HISTORY. THE
CONFLICT AROSE FROM DEEP-SEATED ISSUES THAT HAD BEEN BREWING FOR DECADES, CULMINATING IN A VIOLENT STRUGGLE
BETWEEN THE NORTHERN STATES (THE UNION) AND SOUTHERN STATES (THE CONFEDERACY). A WEBQUEST WORKSHEET
FOCUSED ON THE CAUSES OF THE CIVIL W/ AR CAN HELP STUDENTS ANALYZE THESE FACTORS CRITICALLY.

Key CAuses ofF THE CiviL WAR

\W/HEN EXPLORING THE CAUSES OF THE CIVIL \X/AR, IT’S IMPORTANT TO CONSIDER A MULTITUDE OF FACTORS. BELOW ARE SOME
OF THE PRIMARY CAUSES THAT ARE OFTEN HIGHLIGHTED IN A WEBQUEST WORKSHEET FOCUSED ON THIS TOPIC:

1. SLAVERY

SLAVERY WAS PERHAPS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT CAUSE OF THE CIVIL W AR. THE SOUTHERN ECONOMY RELIED HEAVILY ON
SLAVE LABOR FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, PARTICULARLY IN COTTON AND TOBACCO FARMING. IN CONTRAST, THE NORTH
WAS MOVING TOW ARDS INDUSTRIALIZATION AND FAVORED FREE LABOR. THE MORAL AND ETHICAL DEBATES SURROUNDING
SLAVERY INTENSIFIED SECTIONAL TENSIONS.

o Economic DEPENDENCY: THE SOUTHERN ECONOMY WAS DEEPLY ENTRENCHED IN SLAVERY, WHILE THE NORTH WAS
INCREASINGLY INDUSTRIAL.

o ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT: THE RISE OF THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT IN THE NORTH CREATED FRICTION WITH THE
SOUTH.

o FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT: LAWS THAT ENFORCED THE RETURN OF RUNAWAY SLAVES HEIGHTENED TENSIONS.

2. STATES' RIGHTS

THE CONCEPT OF STATES' RIGHTS PLAYED A CRUCIAL ROLE IN THE LEAD-UP TO THE CIVIL W AR. SOUTHERN STATES BELIEVED
THEY HAD THE RIGHT TO GOVERN THEMSELVES AND MAKE DECISIONS INDEPENDENT OF FEDERAL AUTHORITY. THIS BELIEF WAS
PARTICULARLY STRONG REGARDING SLAVERY LAWS.

o NuLLIFICATION CRISIS: SOUTHERN STATES ARGUED THEY COULD NULLIFY FEDERAL LAWS THEY DEEMED
UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

e SECESSION: THE BELIEF IN STATES' RIGHTS ULTIMATELY LED TO THE SECESSION OF SOUTHERN STATES FROM THE UNION.



3. EconoMic DIFFERENCES

THE ECONOMIC DISPARITY BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH FURTHER FUELED TENSIONS. THE NORTH WAS RAPIDLY
INDUSTRIALIZING, WHILE THE SOUTH REMAINED AGRARIAN. THIS DIFFERENCE IN ECONOMIES LED TO CONFLICTING INTERESTS,
PARTICULARLY OVER TARIFFS AND TRADE POLICIES.

® TARIFFS: THE NORTH SUPPORTED PROTECTIVE TARIFFS TO BOOST ITS INDUSTRIES, WHILE THE SOUTH OPPOSED THEM
AS THEY RAISED THE COST OF IMPORTED GOODS.

o MARKET DEPENDENCE: THE SOUTH RELIED ON AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS, CREATING A DIVERGENCE IN ECONOMIC INTERESTS.

4. PoLITiICAL POWER STRUGGLES

AS NEW STATES ENTERED THE UNION, THE BALANCE OF POWER BETWEEN FREE AND SLAVE STATES BECAME A CONTENTIOUS
ISSUE. POLITICAL COMPROMISES AIMED AT MAINTAINING THIS BALANCE OFTEN FAILED, LEADING TO INCREASED CONFLICT.

o Missourl ComproMIsE (1820): THIS COMPROMISE ATTEMPTED TO MAINTAIN A BALANCE BETWEEN SLAVE AND FREE
STATES.

o KANSAS-NEBRASKA ACT (1854) THIS ACT ALLOWED NEW TERRITORIES TO DECIDE THE SLAVERY ISSUE FOR
THEMSELVES, LEADING TO VIOLENT CLASHES.

ExPLORING CAUSES THROUGH A WEBQUEST W/ ORKSHEET

A WELL-DESIGNED WEBQUEST WORKSHEET ON THE CAUSES OF THE CIVIL W/ AR CAN ENGAGE STUDENTS AND FACILITATE DEEPER
LEARNING. HERE ARE SOME COMPONENTS THAT CAN BE INCLUDED IN SUCH A WORKSHEET:

1. RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS

ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO RESEARCH VARIOUS CAUSES OF THE CIVIL \X/AR, ALLOWING THEM TO EXPLORE PRIMARY SOURCES,
HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS, AND SCHOLARLY ARTICLES. THIS CAN INCLUDE:

® READING AND ANALYZING EXCERPTS FROM SPEECHES BY KEY FIGURES SUCH AS FREDERICK DOUGLASS OR ABRAHAM
LINCOLN.

® INVESTIGATING THE PERSONAL NARRATIVES OF INDIVIDUALS FROM BOTH THE NORTH AND SOUTH.

2. COLLABORATIVE LEARNING



PROMOTE TEAMWORK BY ASSIGNING GROUP PROJECTS WHERE STUDENTS CAN COLLABORATE ON DIFFERENT CAUSES. EACH GROUP
CAN PRESENT THEIR FINDINGS TO THE CLASS, FOSTERING DISCUSSION.

3. CREATIVE ASSIGNMENTS

ENCOURAGE STUDENTS TO EXPRESS THEIR UNDERSTANDING CREATIVELY. THIS CAN INCLUDE:

® WRITING A JOURNAL ENTRY FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF A HISTORICAL FIGURE INVOLVED IN THE CIvIL W AR.

e CREATING A TIMELINE THAT VISUALLY REPRESENTS THE CAUSES AND KEY EVENTS LEADING TO THE CIvIL W AR.

4. CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS

INCORPORATE CRITICAL THINKING QUESTIONS THAT CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO ANALYZE AND EVALUATE THE CAUSES OF THE
CiviL W AR. QUESTIONS COULD INCLUDE:

¢ How DID ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH CONTRIBUTE TO THE CIvIL W AR?

¢ I[N WHAT WAYS DID THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT IMPACT THE SOUTHERN ECONOMY?

® \WHAT ROLE DID POLITICAL COMPROMISES PLAY IN ESCALATING TENSIONS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH?

CoNCLUSION

THe cAUSES oF THE CiviL W AR WEBQUEST WORKSHEET IS AN INVALUABLE RESOURCE FOR EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS ALIKE.
BY EXPLORING THE MULTIFACETED ISSUES THAT LED TO THIS MONUMENTAL CONFLICT, STUDENTS GAIN INSIGHT INTO THE SOCIO-
POLITICAL DYNAMICS OF THE TIME AND THE LASTING IMPACT OF THE CIVIL W/ AR ON AMERICAN SOCIETY. THROUGH RESEARCH,
COLLABORATION, AND CRITICAL ANALYSIS, LEARNERS WILL NOT ONLY DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF HISTORY BUT ALSO
DEVELOP SKILLS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR THEIR ACADEMIC GROWTH. THE CIVIL W/ AR REMAINS A CRUCIAL CHAPTER IN
AMERICAN HISTORY, AND UNDERSTANDING ITS CAUSES IS THE FIRST STEP IN COMPREHENDING ITS SIGNIFICANCE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WERE THE PRIMARY CAUSES OF THE CIvIL W AR?

THE PRIMARY CAUSES OF THE CIVIL W AR INCLUDED THE ISSUES OF SLAVERY, STATES' RIGHTS, ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES, AND
POLITICAL TENSIONS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH.

How pib THE Missourl CoMPROMISE CONTRIBUTE TO THE CiviL W AR?

THE Missourl COMPROMISE ATTEMPTED TO BALANCE THE POWER BETWEEN SLAVE AND FREE STATES, BUT ULTIMATELY
HEIGHTENED TENSIONS AND DIVISIONS OVER THE ISSUE OF SLAVERY.



\WHAT ROLE DID THE DRED SCOTT DECISION PLAY IN ESCALATING TENSIONS?

THE DRED SCOTT DECISION RULED THAT AFRICAN AMERICANS COULD NOT BE CITIZENS AND THAT CONGRESS COULD NOT
REGULATE SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES, FURTHER INFLAMING SECTIONAL CONFLICT.

How DID ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SoUTH LEAD To THE CIVIL
W AR?

THE NORTH’'S INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY AND THE SOUTH'S AGRARIAN ECONOMY CREATED CONFLICTING INTERESTS, PARTICULARLY
REGARDING TARIFFS AND LABOR SYSTEMS, EXACERBATING TENSIONS.

\WHAT IMPACT DID ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS HAVE ON THE CiviL W AR?

ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS RAISED AW ARENESS ABOUT THE MORAL ISSUES OF SLAVERY, MOBILIZED PUBLIC SENTIMENT AGAINST
IT, AND INCREASED SECTIONAL DIVISIONS.

IN WHAT WAYS DID STATES' RIGHTS CONTRIBUTE TO THE CIviL W AR?

THE SOUTH ARGUED FOR STATES’ RIGHTS TO MAINTAIN SLAVERY AND RESIST FEDERAL LAWS, LEADING TO CONFLICT OVER THE
LIMITS OF FEDERAL AUTHORITY.

WHAT WAS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PUBLICATION ofF UNcLE ToM's CABIN?

UNCLE ToM’s CABIN EXPOSED THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF SLAVERY TO A WIDE AUDIENCE, INCREASING ANTI-SLAVERY SENTIMENT
IN THE NORTH AND ANGERING THE SOUTH.

How DID THE ELECTION oF ABRAHAM LINCOLN INFLUENCE THE CIviL W AR?

LINCOLN'S ELECTION IN 1860, WITHOUT ANY SOUTHERN ELECTORAL VOTES, LED SOUTHERN STATES TO FEEL POLITICALLY
MARGINALIZED, PROMPTING SECESSION AND WAR.

WHAT WAS THE ROLE oF THE CoMPrOMISE oF 1850 IN THE LEAD-UP To THE CiviIL
W AR?

THe CoMproMISE oF 1850 AIMED TO EASE TENSIONS BY ADDRESSING SLAVE AND FREE STATE ISSUES BUT ULTIMATELY FAILED
TO RESOLVE THE UNDERLYING CONFLICTS.

How pib THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD AFFECT THE CIviL W AR PERIOD?

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD HELPED ENSLAVED PEOPLE ESCAPE TO FREEDOM, INCREASING TENSIONS BETWEEN THE NORTH AND
SOUTH AND PROMPTING HARSHER SLAVE LAWS.
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