
certified in public health exam

Certified in Public Health Exam is a vital credential for professionals in the public health sector,

demonstrating their expertise and commitment to the field. This credential not only enhances the

credibility of public health practitioners but also ensures that they possess the necessary knowledge

and skills to address complex health challenges. The Certified in Public Health (CPH) exam is a

comprehensive assessment that evaluates a candidate's understanding of key public health principles,

practices, and methodologies.

Overview of the Certified in Public Health Exam

The CPH exam is administered by the National Board of Public Health Examiners (NBPHE) and is

designed for individuals who have completed a degree in public health or a related field. It serves as a

benchmark for public health knowledge and is recognized across the United States and beyond. The

exam is structured to assess a candidate's proficiency in various domains of public health, including:

- Biostatistics

- Epidemiology

- Health Policy and Management

- Environmental Health Sciences

- Social and Behavioral Sciences

Importance of Certification

Obtaining certification through the CPH exam is beneficial for several reasons:

1. Professional Recognition: Certification provides a mark of distinction that enhances the credibility of



public health professionals.

2. Career Advancement: Many employers prefer or require CPH certification for positions in public

health, leading to better job prospects and higher salaries.

3. Continued Education: The process of preparing for the exam encourages professionals to stay

updated on the latest public health research and practices.

4. Networking Opportunities: Becoming CPH certified opens doors to a network of other certified

professionals, fostering collaboration and knowledge sharing.

Eligibility Requirements

To sit for the CPH exam, candidates must meet specific eligibility criteria established by the NBPHE.

These requirements include:

- A master's or higher degree in public health or a related field from a regionally accredited institution.

- A bachelor's degree in public health or a related field with at least five years of public health work

experience.

- A combination of graduate-level public health coursework and relevant work experience.

Application Process

The application process for the CPH exam involves several steps:

1. Complete the Application: Candidates must fill out the CPH exam application form, providing

detailed information about their education and work experience.

2. Submit Required Documents: Applicants must submit transcripts and, if applicable, proof of work

experience.

3. Pay the Exam Fee: A non-refundable exam fee must be paid at the time of application, which varies

based on membership status (e.g., student, regular).

4. Receive Approval: Upon review of the application, candidates will receive confirmation of their



eligibility to take the exam.

Exam Structure and Format

The CPH exam consists of 200 multiple-choice questions, which are divided into four sections

corresponding to the core public health domains. The exam is administered in a computer-based

format, allowing candidates to take the test at Pearson VUE test centers across the country.

Content Areas Covered

The exam content is organized into the following core areas:

- Biostatistics: This section assesses knowledge of statistical methods used in public health research,

including data analysis and interpretation of health data.

- Epidemiology: Candidates must demonstrate an understanding of disease patterns, outbreak

investigation, and concepts of disease prevention and control.

- Health Policy and Management: This area evaluates knowledge of healthcare systems, policies, and

management practices relevant to public health.

- Environmental Health Sciences: This section covers issues related to environmental factors affecting

human health, including exposure assessment and risk management.

- Social and Behavioral Sciences: Candidates must understand how social determinants of health,

behavior, and community interventions impact public health outcomes.

Scoring and Results

The CPH exam is scored on a scale of 200 to 800, with a passing score set at 500. Candidates

receive their scores immediately upon completion of the exam, along with a breakdown of their



performance in each content area. This feedback is valuable for identifying strengths and areas

needing improvement.

Preparation for the CPH Exam

Preparing for the CPH exam requires a well-structured study plan and access to relevant resources.

Here are some effective strategies for candidates:

1. Review the CPH Exam Blueprint: Familiarize yourself with the content areas and the number of

questions allocated to each section.

2. Utilize Study Guides: Invest in study materials, such as textbooks, online courses, and practice

exams specifically designed for the CPH exam.

3. Join Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can enhance understanding of complex topics and

provide motivation.

4. Attend Review Courses: Many organizations offer review courses that focus on the key areas

covered in the exam.

5. Practice with Sample Questions: Taking practice exams can help build confidence and improve time

management skills.

Study Resources

Some recommended study resources include:

- CPH Exam Review Books: Look for books specifically designed for CPH exam preparation, which

provide comprehensive coverage of the core content areas.

- Online Courses: Many platforms offer online courses that cover the essentials of public health and

prepare candidates for the CPH exam.

- Professional Organizations: Joining organizations like the American Public Health Association (APHA)

can provide access to webinars, resources, and networking opportunities.



Continuing Education and Maintenance of Certification

After achieving CPH certification, professionals must maintain their credential through ongoing

education. The NBPHE requires certified individuals to complete 50 continuing education credits every

two years. This can include:

- Attending workshops and conferences

- Completing online courses

- Participating in public health research projects

Benefits of Continuing Education

Continuing education is crucial for several reasons:

- Stay Informed: Public health is an ever-evolving field, and ongoing education ensures practitioners

remain knowledgeable about the latest trends and challenges.

- Enhance Skills: Continuing education provides opportunities to develop new skills and specialties that

can enhance professional practice.

- Network with Peers: Engaging in educational activities allows for networking with other public health

professionals, fostering collaboration and support.

Conclusion

The Certified in Public Health Exam is an essential milestone for individuals pursuing a career in public

health. It signifies a commitment to excellence and a dedication to improving public health outcomes.

By understanding the eligibility requirements, exam structure, and preparation strategies, candidates

can confidently approach the CPH exam and enhance their professional standing in the field of public

health. Ultimately, achieving CPH certification not only benefits the individual but also contributes to



the overall advancement of public health initiatives and the well-being of communities worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Certified in Public Health (CPH) exam?

The CPH exam is a certification offered by the National Board of Public Health Examiners (NBPHE)

designed to assess the knowledge and skills of public health professionals.

Who is eligible to take the CPH exam?

Eligibility typically requires a master's degree or higher in public health or a related field, or having

completed a CPH accredited program. Some exceptions may apply.

What topics are covered in the CPH exam?

The CPH exam covers several core areas of public health including biostatistics, epidemiology, health

policy and management, social and behavioral sciences, and environmental health.

How is the CPH exam structured?

The CPH exam consists of 200 multiple-choice questions, and candidates have four hours to complete

it. The questions are designed to test both knowledge and application of public health principles.

How can I prepare for the CPH exam?

Preparation can involve studying from official CPH review materials, attending review courses, joining

study groups, and taking practice exams to familiarize yourself with the question format.

What are the benefits of becoming CPH certified?

Benefits include enhanced credibility in the public health field, increased job opportunities, potential

salary increases, and the ability to demonstrate a commitment to ongoing professional development.
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