
cheat sheet linux commands
Cheat sheet linux commands are an essential resource for both novice and
experienced Linux users. Whether you're a system administrator, a developer,
or simply someone who wants to navigate the Linux command line more
efficiently, having a handy reference can save time and reduce frustration.
This article will provide a comprehensive overview of some of the most
important Linux commands, organized into categories for easy reference.

Getting Started with Linux Commands

Linux commands are executed in the terminal, which is a powerful tool for
interacting with the operating system. Before diving into specific commands,
it’s essential to understand a few fundamental concepts.

Terminal Basics

- Opening the Terminal: You can usually find the terminal application in the
applications menu. Alternatively, you can use keyboard shortcuts like `Ctrl +
Alt + T`.
- Command Structure: A command typically consists of the command itself
followed by options and arguments. For example, `ls -l /home/user` where `ls`
is the command, `-l` is an option, and `/home/user` is an argument.

Common Terminal Shortcuts

- `Ctrl + C`: Cancel the current command.
- `Ctrl + Z`: Suspend the current command.
- `Ctrl + D`: Log out of the current session.
- `Tab`: Autocomplete commands or file names.

File and Directory Management

Managing files and directories is one of the most common tasks performed in
Linux. Here are some essential commands:

File Commands

1. `ls`: List directory contents.



- Usage: `ls [options] [directory]`
- Options:
- `-l`: Long listing format.
- `-a`: Show hidden files.

2. `cp`: Copy files and directories.
- Usage: `cp [options] source destination`
- Options:
- `-r`: Recursive copy for directories.
- `-i`: Prompt before overwrite.

3. `mv`: Move or rename files and directories.
- Usage: `mv [options] source destination`
- Options:
- `-i`: Prompt before overwrite.

4. `rm`: Remove files or directories.
- Usage: `rm [options] file`
- Options:
- `-r`: Remove directories and their contents recursively.
- `-f`: Force removal without prompts.

5. `touch`: Create an empty file or update the timestamp of an existing file.
- Usage: `touch filename`

Directory Commands

1. `mkdir`: Create a new directory.
- Usage: `mkdir [options] directory`
- Options:
- `-p`: Create parent directories as needed.

2. `rmdir`: Remove empty directories.
- Usage: `rmdir directory`

3. `pwd`: Print the current working directory.
- Usage: `pwd`

4. `cd`: Change the current directory.
- Usage: `cd [directory]`
- Quick Commands:
- `cd ..`: Go up one directory.
- `cd ~`: Go to the home directory.

File Permission and Ownership

Understanding and managing file permissions is crucial for maintaining



security in Linux.

Permissions Commands

1. `chmod`: Change file permissions.
- Usage: `chmod [options] mode file`
- Modes:
- Numeric (e.g., `755`, `644`).
- Symbolic (e.g., `u+x`, `g-w`).

2. `chown`: Change file owner and group.
- Usage: `chown [options] owner:group file`

3. `chgrp`: Change group ownership.
- Usage: `chgrp [options] group file`

System Information and Monitoring

Getting information about the system can help in troubleshooting and managing
resources.

System Commands

1. `top`: Display dynamic real-time information about running processes.
- Usage: `top`

2. `htop`: An improved version of `top` with a user-friendly interface.
- Usage: `htop` (may need to install it first).

3. `df`: Display disk space usage.
- Usage: `df [options]`
- Options:
- `-h`: Human-readable format.

4. `du`: Estimate file space usage.
- Usage: `du [options] [directory]`
- Options:
- `-h`: Human-readable format.
- `-s`: Summary of total space used.

5. `free`: Display memory usage.
- Usage: `free [options]`
- Options:
- `-h`: Human-readable format.



Networking Commands

Networking is a critical aspect of Linux, and several commands can assist
with network management.

Networking Commands

1. `ping`: Check the network connection to a host.
- Usage: `ping [options] destination`
- Options:
- `-c`: Specify the number of packets to send.

2. `ifconfig`: Display or configure a network interface.
- Usage: `ifconfig [interface] [options]`

3. `ip`: A more advanced tool for network management.
- Usage: `ip [options]`
- Common subcommands:
- `ip addr`: Display IP addresses.
- `ip link`: Show network interfaces.

4. `netstat`: Display network connections, routing tables, interface
statistics.
- Usage: `netstat [options]`
- Options:
- `-t`: Show TCP connections.
- `-u`: Show UDP connections.

5. `curl`: Transfer data from or to a server using various protocols.
- Usage: `curl [options] [URL]`
- Options:
- `-O`: Save the output to a file.

Package Management

Linux distributions use package managers to install, update, and remove
software.

Debian-based Systems (e.g., Ubuntu)

1. `apt-get`: Command-line interface for the Advanced Package Tool.
- Usage: `sudo apt-get [command] [package]`
- Common Commands:
- `install`: Install a package.



- `remove`: Remove a package.
- `update`: Update the list of available packages.
- `upgrade`: Upgrade installed packages.

Red Hat-based Systems (e.g., CentOS)

1. `yum`: Package manager for RPM-based distributions.
- Usage: `sudo yum [command] [package]`
- Common Commands:
- `install`: Install a package.
- `remove`: Remove a package.
- `update`: Update installed packages.

Searching and Finding Files

Finding files and searching for content in files is a common task in Linux.

Search Commands

1. `find`: Search for files in a directory hierarchy.
- Usage: `find [path] [options] [expression]`

2. `grep`: Search for patterns within files.
- Usage: `grep [options] pattern [file]`
- Options:
- `-r`: Recursive search.
- `-i`: Ignore case.

3. `locate`: Find files by name using a database.
- Usage: `locate filename`

Text Processing Commands

Linux provides a variety of commands for processing and manipulating text
files.

Text Processing Commands

1. `cat`: Concatenate and display files.
- Usage: `cat [options] [file]`
- Options:



- `-n`: Number the output lines.

2. `less`: View file contents one page at a time.
- Usage: `less [file]`

3. `head`: Output the first part of files.
- Usage: `head [options] [file]`
- Options:
- `-n`: Specify the number of lines.

4. `tail`: Output the last part of files.
- Usage: `tail [options] [file]`
- Options:
- `-f`: Follow the file as it grows.

Conclusion

This cheat sheet linux commands serves as a quick reference to some of the
most commonly used commands in Linux. While this guide covers a wide range of
commands, Linux offers a vast array of tools that can be used for various
tasks. Users are encouraged to explore the `man` command (manual) for more
detailed information on each command. Remember, practice makes perfect; the
more you use these commands, the more proficient you'll become in navigating
the Linux environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most essential Linux commands every
beginner should know?
Some essential commands include 'ls' for listing files, 'cd' for changing
directories, 'cp' for copying files, 'mv' for moving files, 'rm' for removing
files, and 'man' for accessing the manual.

How can I view the contents of a file in Linux?
You can use commands like 'cat', 'less', or 'more' to view the contents of a
file. For example, 'cat filename.txt' will display the entire file content in
the terminal.

What is the function of the 'grep' command?
'grep' is used to search for specific patterns within files. For example,
'grep 'text' filename.txt' will search for the word 'text' in the specified
file.



How do I check disk usage in Linux?
You can use the 'df' command to check disk space usage. For example, 'df -h'
displays disk space in a human-readable format.

What does the 'chmod' command do?
'chmod' is used to change the permissions of files or directories. For
instance, 'chmod 755 filename' sets the permissions to read, write, and
execute for the owner, and read and execute for the group and others.

How can I find files in Linux?
You can use the 'find' command to search for files. For example, 'find
/path/to/search -name filename.txt' will look for 'filename.txt' in the
specified path.

What is the difference between 'sudo' and 'su'?
'sudo' allows a permitted user to execute a command as the superuser or
another user, while 'su' switches the current user to another user, typically
the root user.

How can I list all running processes in Linux?
You can list all running processes using the 'ps' command or 'top' for a
dynamic view. For instance, 'ps aux' shows all running processes with
details.

What command is used to update package lists in
Debian-based systems?
In Debian-based systems like Ubuntu, you can update package lists by using
the command 'sudo apt update'.

How can I create a new directory in Linux?
You can create a new directory using the 'mkdir' command. For example, 'mkdir
new_directory' will create a directory named 'new_directory'.
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