cherry tree planting guide

Cherry tree planting guide: Growing cherry trees can be a rewarding experience for
both novice and experienced gardeners. These beautiful trees not only produce delicious
fruit but also offer stunning blossoms in the spring. Whether you're looking to create a
picturesque landscape or enjoy homegrown cherries, understanding how to properly plant
and care for cherry trees is essential. This comprehensive cherry tree planting guide will
walk you through every step, from selecting the right variety to ensuring your trees thrive
for years to come.

Choosing the Right Cherry Tree Variety

Before you start planting, it's crucial to choose the right variety of cherry tree suited to
your climate and purpose. There are primarily two types of cherry trees: sweet and sour.

Sweet Cherry Trees

Sweet cherries (Prunus avium) are typically eaten fresh and are known for their rich
flavor. They are ideal for warmer climates and require a pollinator for optimal fruit
production. Popular varieties include:

- Bing
- Rainier
- Lambert

Sour Cherry Trees

Sour cherries (Prunus cerasus), also known as tart cherries, are often used in cooking and
baking. They can tolerate colder climates and are generally self-pollinating. Notable
varieties include:

- Montmorency
- North Star
- Early Richmond

Best Time to Plant Cherry Trees

The timing of your cherry tree planting can significantly affect its growth and fruiting
capabilities. The best time to plant cherry trees is during the early spring or fall when the
trees are dormant. This allows the roots to establish before the growing season begins.



Preparing Your Planting Site

Choosing the right location is crucial for the success of your cherry tree. Here are some
factors to consider:

Sunlight

Cherry trees thrive in full sun, requiring at least 6-8 hours of direct sunlight daily. Choose
a location that is not shaded by buildings or other trees.

Soil Quality

Cherry trees prefer well-draining soil that is rich in organic matter. Conduct a soil test to
check pH levels; sweet cherries prefer a pH of 6.0 to 7.0, while sour cherries can tolerate
a slightly more acidic soil.

Space Considerations

Ensure you have enough space for the tree to grow. Depending on the variety, cherry
trees can reach heights of 15-30 feet and should be spaced about 20-30 feet apart if
planting multiple trees.

Planting Your Cherry Tree

Once you've selected the right variety and prepared your site, it's time to plant your
cherry tree. Follow these steps for successful planting:

1. Digging the Hole

- Dig a hole that is about twice as wide as the root ball and just as deep.
- Loosen the soil at the bottom of the hole to promote root penetration.

2. Preparing the Tree

- Remove the tree from its container gently, taking care not to damage the roots.
- If the roots are circling the root ball, gently tease them apart.



3. Planting the Tree

- Place the tree in the center of the hole, ensuring that the graft union (swelling on the
trunk where the tree was grafted) is above soil level.
- Backfill the hole with native soil, firming it gently around the roots.

4. Watering

- Water the tree thoroughly after planting to eliminate air pockets and ensure good root-
to-soil contact.
- Continue to water regularly, especially during the first year, as the tree establishes itself.

Caring for Your Cherry Tree

Proper care is essential to ensure that your cherry tree remains healthy and productive.
Here are some important care tips:

Watering

Cherry trees need consistent moisture, especially during dry spells. However, avoid
overwatering, as this can lead to root rot.

Fertilizing

- Use a balanced fertilizer in early spring, following the recommendations based on your
soil test.

- Avoid excessive nitrogen, as it can encourage lush foliage at the expense of fruit
production.

Pruning

- Prune your cherry tree during the dormant season (late winter to early spring).
- Remove any dead or diseased branches and thin out crowded areas to improve air
circulation.

Pest and Disease Management

Regularly monitor your cherry tree for signs of pests and diseases. Common issues



include:

- Aphids
- Cherry fruit flies
- Leaf spot

Utilize organic pest control methods or consult with a local extension office for
recommendations on managing these problems.

Harvesting Cherries

The fruiting period for cherry trees varies by variety, but generally, sweet cherries are
ready for harvest in late spring to early summer, while sour cherries are harvested in mid-
summer. Here’s how to tell when they’re ripe:

- Color: Sweet cherries should be deep red or black, while sour cherries turn bright red.
- Taste: Sample a few fruits to determine if they have reached the desired flavor.

To harvest, gently twist the fruit off the stem, taking care not to damage the branches.

Conclusion

With the right knowledge and care, planting cherry trees can lead to a bountiful harvest
and a beautiful addition to your landscape. By following this cherry tree planting guide,
you can set yourself up for success and enjoy the sweet rewards of your gardening efforts.
Remember, patience is key; it may take a few years before your trees start producing fruit,
but the wait will be worth it when you can enjoy homegrown cherries straight from your
garden. Happy planting!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best time of year to plant a cherry tree?

The best time to plant a cherry tree is in the spring or fall when the weather is cooler and
the tree is dormant.

What type of soil is ideal for cherry tree planting?

Cherry trees thrive in well-drained, loamy soil with a pH between 6.0 and 7.0. Avoid heavy
clay or overly sandy soils.



How much sunlight do cherry trees need?

Cherry trees need full sun, which means at least 6-8 hours of direct sunlight each day for
optimal growth and fruit production.

How far apart should cherry trees be planted?

Space cherry trees about 20 to 30 feet apart to allow for their mature canopy size and to
promote good air circulation.

What is the proper way to water young cherry trees?

Water young cherry trees deeply once a week, allowing the top inch of soil to dry out
between waterings to encourage deep root growth.

What are common pests and diseases that affect cherry
trees?

Common issues include aphids, cherry fruit flies, and diseases like powdery mildew and
brown rot. Regular monitoring and proper care can help manage these problems.

Should cherry trees be pruned, and if so, when?

Yes, cherry trees should be pruned annually to remove dead or diseased wood and to
shape the tree. The best time to prune is in late winter to early spring before new growth
begins.
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