
children of the lamp series
children of the lamp series is a captivating fantasy book series that has garnered substantial
attention among young readers and enthusiasts of adventure and mythology. This series intricately
weaves elements of ancient legends, magical genies, and modern-day quests to create an engaging
narrative that appeals to a diverse audience. Written by P.B. Kerr, the children of the lamp series
explores the adventures of two siblings who discover their extraordinary heritage and embark on
thrilling journeys filled with danger, mystery, and magic. The books combine rich storytelling with
educational insights into various cultures and folklore, making it both entertaining and informative.
This article provides a comprehensive overview of the children of the lamp series, covering its plot,
main characters, themes, and impact on readers worldwide. Additionally, it discusses the author’s
background, the series’ popularity, and its place in the genre of children’s fantasy literature.
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Overview of the Children of the Lamp Series
The children of the lamp series is a collection of fantasy novels primarily targeted at middle-grade
readers. The series centers around the lives of twins John and Philippa Gaunt, who discover that
they are the descendants of powerful genies, also known as djinn. Their newfound heritage
introduces them to a magical world filled with ancient powers, secret societies, and supernatural
challenges. The storyline spans multiple books, each exploring different adventures and expanding
the magical universe that P.B. Kerr has created. The series is noted for its blend of action,
mythology, and humor, making it accessible and enjoyable for children and young adults alike.

Genre and Style
The children of the lamp series falls within the fantasy genre, specifically children’s fantasy and
adventure. It employs a narrative style that is both fast-paced and descriptive, balancing intricate
world-building with relatable character development. The writing style is clear and engaging,
designed to maintain the interest of younger readers while also offering depth for older audiences.
The series often incorporates elements of Middle Eastern mythology, particularly relating to djinn
folklore, which adds a unique cultural dimension to the stories.



Series Structure
The series is composed of seven main books, each focusing on a different adventure or challenge
faced by the protagonists. The novels are interconnected, with overarching storylines that develop
throughout the series. This structure allows readers to follow the progression of the characters and
the unfolding mysteries.

Main Characters and Their Development
The children of the lamp series features a well-developed cast of characters, with the twins John and
Philippa Gaunt at the core. Their personalities, growth, and relationships drive much of the
narrative, making character development a key aspect of the series.

John Gaunt
John is one half of the twin protagonists and is portrayed as adventurous, brave, and sometimes
impulsive. Throughout the series, John matures significantly as he learns to harness his genie
powers and takes on greater responsibilities. His character often embodies the themes of courage
and loyalty.

Philippa Gaunt
Philippa, the other twin, is intelligent, resourceful, and cautious, serving as a balance to John’s
impulsiveness. Her character growth involves gaining confidence in her abilities and navigating the
complexities of their magical heritage. Philippa’s analytical mind and compassion often help resolve
conflicts.

Supporting Characters
The series also includes a variety of supporting characters such as their parents, other djinn, and
human allies. These characters enrich the story and provide additional perspectives on the magical
world.

Their parents, who have a mysterious past

Their djinn protector and mentor

Villains and antagonists from various mythologies



Plot and Themes Explored in the Series
The children of the lamp series is notable for its intricate plots that blend fantasy adventure with
mythological elements. Each book presents a new quest or conflict that challenges the twins and
their allies.

Plot Summaries
The series begins with John and Philippa discovering their djinn heritage and learning to control
their magical powers. Subsequent books follow their journeys to thwart evil forces, uncover ancient
secrets, and protect the balance between the magical and human worlds. The narrative often
involves travel to exotic locations, magical battles, and encounters with mythical creatures.

Major Themes
The series explores several themes that resonate with its readers:

Identity and Heritage: The twins’ discovery of their magical lineage prompts questions about
self-discovery and acceptance.

Good vs. Evil: The classic battle between opposing forces is central to the narrative, with
clear moral lessons.

Family and Loyalty: Relationships and trust within families and friendships are emphasized
throughout the series.

Adventure and Courage: The protagonists’ willingness to face danger highlights themes of
bravery and perseverance.

Mythology and Culture: The incorporation of djinn lore introduces readers to cultural stories
and traditions.

Author P.B. Kerr and His Contribution
P.B. Kerr, the author of the children of the lamp series, is a British novelist known for his work in
children’s literature. His background in writing and interest in mythology and history greatly
influenced the development of the series.

Author Background
Philip Kerr was an established author who wrote under the pen name P.B. Kerr for his children’s
books. His expertise in crafting compelling stories for young readers is evident through the children
of the lamp series. Kerr’s works often combine educational content with imaginative storytelling,
making them popular among educators and parents as well as children.



Writing Style and Influence
Kerr’s writing style is characterized by clarity, humor, and the ability to create vivid imagery. His
influences include classic mythology, folklore, and adventure literature, which he skillfully integrates
into modern narratives. This blend of tradition and innovation has contributed to the series’ success
and longevity.

Reception and Impact of the Series
The children of the lamp series has received positive reviews from critics and readers alike. It has
been praised for its imaginative plots, well-rounded characters, and educational value.

Critical Acclaim
Critics have highlighted the series’ ability to engage young readers while introducing them to
cultural myths and moral lessons. The balance between fantasy and real-world themes has been
noted as a strength, making the books suitable for both entertainment and learning.

Popularity and Reader Base
The series enjoys a broad readership across multiple countries, with translations available in several
languages. It has been particularly popular in school libraries and book clubs, where it serves as a
catalyst for discussions about mythology, storytelling, and ethics.

Educational Use
Teachers and librarians often use the children of the lamp series as part of curricula or reading
programs to encourage literacy and cultural awareness. The books’ incorporation of mythology
provides a foundation for interdisciplinary learning.

Recommended Reading Order and Book List
To fully appreciate the children of the lamp series, it is recommended to read the books in their
publication order. This allows readers to follow the progression of the plot and character
development seamlessly.

Complete Book List

The Akhenaten Adventure1.

The Blue Djinn of Babylon2.



The Cobra King of Kathmandu3.

The Day of the Djinn Warriors4.

The Eye of the Forest5.

The Five Fakirs of Faizabad6.

The Grave Robbers of Genghis Khan7.

Additional Resources
Beyond the main series, readers may find related materials such as audiobooks and companion
guides that enhance the reading experience. These resources provide further insights into the
mythology and themes present in the books.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Children of the Lamp' series about?
The 'Children of the Lamp' series is a fantasy adventure book series that follows the lives of twins
John and Philippa Gaunt, who discover they are modern-day djinn with magical powers and embark
on thrilling quests.

Who is the author of the 'Children of the Lamp' series?
The 'Children of the Lamp' series is written by British author P.B. Kerr.

How many books are there in the 'Children of the Lamp'
series?
There are seven books in the original 'Children of the Lamp' series.

What age group is the 'Children of the Lamp' series suitable
for?
The series is primarily targeted towards middle-grade and young adult readers, typically ages 9 to
14.

Are there any supernatural elements in the 'Children of the
Lamp' series?
Yes, the series features supernatural elements including djinn magic, genies, mythical creatures,



and ancient spells.

Has the 'Children of the Lamp' series been adapted into other
media?
As of now, there have been no official adaptations of the 'Children of the Lamp' series into movies,
TV shows, or other media.

What themes are explored in the 'Children of the Lamp'
series?
The series explores themes such as family, friendship, good versus evil, adventure, and self-
discovery.

Is the 'Children of the Lamp' series connected to any other
series by P.B. Kerr?
Yes, P.B. Kerr also wrote the 'Jack Blank' series, but the 'Children of the Lamp' series is a separate
storyline with its own characters and mythology.

Where can I buy or read the 'Children of the Lamp' series?
The books are available for purchase at major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and can also
be found at local libraries and eBook platforms.

Additional Resources
1. The Throne of Fire
This is the second book in the Children of the Lamp series by P.B. Kerr. In this thrilling installment,
twins John and Philippa discover that the ancient Egyptian god Ra is in grave danger, and they must
race against time to prevent his capture by dark forces. The siblings delve deeper into their magical
heritage while encountering new allies and powerful enemies. The story blends mythology,
adventure, and sibling dynamics in an exciting narrative.

2. The Day of the Djinn Warriors
In the third book of the series, John and Philippa face an escalating threat as an army of djinn
warriors rises to challenge their world. The twins must harness their growing powers and uncover
secrets from their family's past to stop a catastrophic war between the magical and human realms.
Filled with action and intrigue, this book expands the richly imagined universe of the Children of the
Lamp.

3. The Eye of the Forest
The fourth book follows John and Philippa as they embark on a perilous journey into a mysterious
forest where ancient magic and dark forces converge. They must solve riddles and confront
formidable foes to protect a powerful artifact that could change the balance between good and evil.
This installment combines fantasy, suspense, and a strong sense of adventure.



4. The Five Fakirs of Faizabad
In this fifth volume, the twins travel to India, where they encounter five mystical fakirs with unique
magical abilities. Together, they face a common enemy who threatens the safety of the world’s
magical community. The story explores themes of friendship, courage, and the importance of
understanding different cultures and traditions.

5. The Day of the Djinn Warriors
John and Philippa are challenged by an uprising of djinn warriors determined to take control of the
magical world. Their journey takes them across continents as they seek allies and confront long-
hidden secrets about their family’s destiny. The book is packed with magic, mystery, and thrilling
battles.

6. The Return of the Djinn
This book delves into the resurgence of ancient djinn, bringing chaos and danger to the modern
world. The twins must navigate a web of conspiracies and magical conflicts to prevent destruction.
Their bond and wit are tested as they face increasingly powerful foes.

7. The Secret of the Djinn
John and Philippa uncover a hidden secret that could unlock the true potential of their powers and
change their lives forever. The adventure leads them to forgotten places and forces them to make
difficult choices. This story deepens the lore of the Children of the Lamp universe and highlights the
twins' growth.

8. The Magic of the Lamp
In this prequel-like tale, readers explore the origins of the magical lamp and the djinn within. The
book reveals the history behind the lamp’s powers and the ancient struggles that shaped the world
John and Philippa inhabit. It enriches the series with background stories and legendary myths.

9. The Sands of Time
The twins confront challenges that test their control over time-related magic, facing enemies who
seek to manipulate history for their own gain. Their adventure spans different eras and cultures,
emphasizing the importance of wisdom and responsibility. This installment offers a blend of fantasy,
history, and moral lessons.
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