
chorale and shaker dance 2
Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 is a compelling and enriching experience that combines the beauty
of choral music with the vibrancy of dance. This unique performance piece is part of a larger
tradition that seeks to explore the intersection of music, movement, and community. In this article,
we will delve into the origins, significance, and performance aspects of Chorale and Shaker Dance 2,
along with tips for incorporating it into educational and community settings.

Understanding Chorale and Shaker Dance 2

Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 is a work by the renowned composer and educator, Aaron Copland,
who is widely celebrated for his ability to blend American folk music with classical compositions.
This piece is a sequel to the original Chorale and Shaker Dance, which showcases Copland's affinity
for traditional American music and dance forms.

The Origins of the Piece

The genesis of Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 can be traced back to the Shaker community, known for
their simple, spiritual lifestyle and intricate dances. The Shakers, formally called the United Society
of Believers in Christ’s Second Appearing, were a religious sect that began in the 18th century and
are famous for their craftsmanship, communal living, and ecstatic worship, which often included
dance.

Key elements of the piece include:

- Chorale Elements: The chorale sections are reflective and melodic, capturing the essence of Shaker
hymns. These segments are often characterized by lush harmonies and a sense of tranquility.

- Dance Elements: The dance portions are lively and rhythmic, encouraging participation and
movement. They embody the joy and exuberance of Shaker worship, transforming the performance
into a celebration of community.

The Structure of Chorale and Shaker Dance 2

The composition is structured to alternate between chorale and dance sections, creating a dynamic
interplay between the two elements. This structure not only highlights the individual components
but also serves to unify them into a cohesive whole.

Chorale Sections

The chorale sections typically feature:



- Rich Harmonies: The harmonies are often built on traditional Shaker melodies, creating a soothing
and meditative atmosphere.

- Vocal Techniques: Singers may employ various vocal techniques to enhance the emotional quality
of the music, including dynamics and phrasing.

- Thematic Development: Each chorale section may introduce new themes or variations, contributing
to the overall narrative of the piece.

Dance Sections

The dance segments are characterized by:

- Rhythmic Patterns: The choreography often incorporates syncopated rhythms that reflect the lively
spirit of Shaker dance.

- Group Dynamics: Dancers typically perform in groups, emphasizing community and collaboration,
which are central to Shaker beliefs.

- Accessible Movement: The choreography is designed to be accessible, allowing participants of all
ages and skill levels to engage with the performance.

Performing Chorale and Shaker Dance 2

Performing Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 requires careful consideration of both the musical and
dance components. Here are some important aspects to focus on when preparing for a performance:

Rehearsal Tips

1. Balance Between Music and Dance: Ensure that both the choral and dance elements are given
equal attention during rehearsals. This balance is crucial for a cohesive performance.

2. Fostering Collaboration: Encourage collaboration between singers and dancers. This can lead to
creative interpretations and a deeper understanding of the piece.

3. Emotional Connection: Encourage performers to connect with the themes of community and
spirituality that are prevalent in Shaker culture. This emotional engagement can enhance the overall
performance.

Costuming and Staging

- Costuming: Consider costumes that reflect Shaker simplicity, such as plain dresses and trousers in
neutral colors. The attire should allow for freedom of movement while maintaining an aesthetic



connection to the Shaker tradition.

- Staging: The staging should facilitate both vocal and dance performances. A flexible space that
allows for movement and interaction among performers can significantly enhance the audience's
experience.

Incorporating Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 in
Education

Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 can be a valuable addition to educational programs, particularly in
music and dance education. Here are some ways to incorporate it into curricula:

Workshops and Masterclasses

- Choral Workshops: Organize workshops focused on choral techniques, emphasizing the importance
of vocal blending and harmonic understanding.

- Dance Masterclasses: Offer dance classes that teach the fundamentals of Shaker dance, including
the specific movements and rhythms found in the piece.

Community Engagement

- Intergenerational Programs: Create programs that bring together different generations to learn
and perform Chorale and Shaker Dance 2. This can foster community bonds and cultural
appreciation.

- Performance Opportunities: Provide opportunities for students to perform the piece in community
settings, such as local festivals or school events, allowing them to share their learning with a
broader audience.

Conclusion

In summary, Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 is more than just a musical composition; it is a celebration
of community, spirituality, and the joy of movement. By understanding its origins and structure,
performers can create a powerful and engaging experience that resonates with audiences. Whether
in educational settings or community performances, this piece has the potential to unite people
through the shared language of music and dance. Engaging with Chorale and Shaker Dance 2 not
only honors the rich traditions of the Shaker community but also inspires future generations to
appreciate and continue these artistic expressions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' known for in the music
community?
'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' is known for its innovative blend of choral elements and rhythmic
dance motifs, showcasing a unique fusion of classical and contemporary styles.

Who composed 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2'?
The piece was composed by the American composer, John Zdechlik, widely recognized for his
contributions to wind band literature.

What are the main musical influences in 'Chorale and Shaker
Dance 2'?
The main influences include traditional Shaker melodies and chorale harmonies, which are
combined with lively dance rhythms that create an engaging and dynamic musical experience.

In what setting is 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' typically
performed?
'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' is often performed by concert bands and wind ensembles, highlighting
the work's intricate arrangements and vocal elements.

What makes 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' a popular choice
for music educators?
Its accessibility for various skill levels, engaging melodies, and rich harmonies make it a favorite
among music educators for teaching ensemble playing and musical interpretation.

How does 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' incorporate Shaker
musical traditions?
The piece incorporates Shaker musical traditions through the use of authentic Shaker melodies,
which are harmonized and transformed into a lively dance form.

What is the structure of 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2'?
The structure typically consists of a contrasting chorale section followed by lively dance segments,
creating a balance between reflective and energetic passages.

Can 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' be arranged for smaller



ensembles?
Yes, 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2' can be arranged for smaller ensembles, making it versatile for
different performance contexts and group sizes.

What skills does performing 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2'
help develop in musicians?
Performing this piece helps develop skills such as ensemble cohesion, rhythm accuracy, and an
understanding of stylistic contrasts in music.

Are there notable recordings of 'Chorale and Shaker Dance 2'?
Yes, there are several notable recordings by various wind bands and orchestras that highlight the
piece's vibrant character and intricate arrangements.
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