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Civ 6 Mali Guide: The Mali civilization in Civilization VI offers a unique
gameplay experience that emphasizes gold generation, trade, and cultural
development. Under the leadership of Mansa Musa, players can harness the
power of Mali's distinctive abilities, units, and infrastructure to dominate
the game. This guide will provide you with essential strategies, tips, and
insights to maximize your success when playing as Mali.

Overview of Mali's Unique Abilities

Mali's civilization is defined by several unique features that set it apart
from other civilizations in Civ 6. Understanding these abilities is crucial
for leveraging Mali's strengths.

Leader Ability: Sahelo-Saharan Trade

- Increases the gold output of all trade routes.
- Trade routes to other civilizations provide additional gold.
- Mali does not require a river to build a city, allowing for greater
flexibility in settlement locations.

Civilization Ability: The Wealth of the Sahel

- Mines provide +1 gold and +1 production for each adjacent desert tile.
- Desert tiles yield +1 food, making them more productive than in other
civilizations.
- Mali can capitalize on desert resources, turning otherwise less desirable
terrain into a powerhouse for resource generation.

Unique Unit: Mandekalu Cavalry

- A powerful cavalry unit that replaces the Horseman.
- Gains additional movement and combat strength when fighting in desert
terrain.
- The Mandekalu Cavalry is an excellent choice for raiding and harassing
enemy cities.



Unique Infrastructure: Suguba

- A unique commercial hub that replaces the standard Commercial Hub.
- Provides additional gold and allows for the purchase of units and buildings
with gold instead of production.
- The Suguba is vital for enhancing trade and economic strategies.

Strategic Gameplay Tips

To succeed as Mali, players must leverage their unique abilities effectively.
Here are some strategic tips to help you thrive:

1. Focus on Desert Settlements

Mali's strengths lie in its ability to thrive in desert environments. When
settling cities, prioritize:

- Locations near desert tiles for enhanced resource generation.
- Cities that have access to strategic resources like horses to maximize the
potential of the Mandekalu Cavalry.
- Consider settling near luxury resources to boost happiness and trade
opportunities.

2. Prioritize Trade Routes

Utilizing trade routes effectively can significantly boost your economy. Keep
these points in mind:

- Establish trade routes as early as possible to increase gold income.
- Focus on trading with civilizations that offer the most gold return.
- Use the additional gold to fund your military and infrastructure.

3. Build Sugubas Early

Sugubas provide a critical economic boost, so prioritize their construction:

- Build Sugubas in cities with high desert tile adjacency to maximize their
potential.
- Use the gold generated to purchase units and buildings, allowing for rapid
expansion.
- Take advantage of the Suguba's ability to provide gold for unit purchases,
enabling quicker military development.



4. Expand Your Territory

Mali's playstyle encourages rapid expansion. Here’s how to do it effectively:

- Aim for at least 4-5 cities early on to maximize resource generation.
- Settle near other civilizations to leverage trade opportunities but
maintain a defensive posture.
- Take advantage of the Mandekalu Cavalry to harass and disrupt enemy growth
while expanding your own territory.

5. Leverage Cultural Policies

Mali's economy can support a strong cultural game. Consider the following
policies:

- Trade Confederation: Increases gold from trade routes, boosting your
economy.
- Caravansaries: Provides additional gold from trade routes to cities with a
Suguba.
- Market Economy: Enhances your ability to generate gold and trade.

Military Strategy for Mali

While Mali excels in economic development, a robust military is essential for
defense and expansion. Here are key points to consider:

1. Utilize Mandekalu Cavalry Effectively

The Mandekalu Cavalry is a powerful unit that can dominate the battlefield.
Use them to:

- Raid enemy cities and pillage resources for additional gold.
- Harass enemy trade routes to disrupt their economy.
- Provide quick responses to threats, leveraging their mobility.

2. Build a Balanced Army

While focusing on cavalry, ensure you have a balanced military composition:

- Include ranged units to support your cavalry in siege warfare.
- Incorporate siege units for capturing fortified cities effectively.
- Maintain a few defensive units to protect your cities from surprise



attacks.

3. Defensive Strategies

Protecting your cities is crucial, especially against aggressive foes.
Consider these tactics:

- Use terrain to your advantage, positioning units in defensive formations.
- Fortify cities with walls and garrison units to withstand sieges.
- Establish alliances and trade routes with neighboring civilizations for
mutual protection.

Endgame Strategies

As the game progresses, your focus should shift towards maintaining your
economic advantage and pursuing victory conditions.

1. Economic Victory Pathways

Mali's economy can lead to several victory types, including:

- Domination Victory: Use your wealth to fund a powerful military and conquer
your rivals.
- Cultural Victory: Leverage your economic strength to generate tourism and
cultural influence.
- Science Victory: Invest in scientific research to achieve technological
advancement.

2. Diplomatic Relations

As Mali, maintaining good diplomatic relations can bolster your position:

- Engage in trade agreements to boost your economy and diplomatic favor.
- Form alliances with civilizations that can provide military support or
resources.
- Participate in World Congress to influence global policies that benefit
your economy.

Conclusion

The Civ 6 Mali guide highlights the importance of leveraging Mali's unique



abilities to create a thriving economy and a powerful civilization. By
focusing on trade, desert settlements, and military prowess, players can
navigate the complexities of Civ 6 and emerge victorious. Whether you aim for
domination, culture, or science, Mali's unique strengths provide a versatile
foundation for achieving your goals in the game. Embrace the wealth of the
Sahel, and let Mansa Musa lead you to glory!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the unique ability of Mali in Civ 6?
Mali's unique ability is 'Sundiata', which allows them to gain extra gold
from districts and trade routes while also receiving additional gold for each
desert tile they control.

How should I focus my city development as Mali?
As Mali, prioritize building commercial hubs and markets to maximize your
gold income, and consider placing them in desert tiles to take advantage of
your unique abilities.

What are the best districts to build for a Mali
civilization?
The best districts for Mali are Commercial Hubs and Holy Sites, as they
benefit significantly from Mali's unique abilities, especially when placed on
desert tiles.

What is Mali's unique unit, and how can I use it
effectively?
Mali's unique unit is the 'Mandekalu Cavalry', which is a powerful cavalry
unit that can be used for fast raids and to disrupt enemy trade routes. Use
them to harass opponents and capture unprotected cities.

How does Mali's ability influence trade routes?
Mali's ability allows them to gain additional gold from trade routes,
especially when trading with other civilizations, making trade routes a
crucial part of their strategy for generating wealth.

What strategies can I employ to take advantage of
Mali's strengths?
Focus on establishing a strong economy based on trade and gold generation.
Use Mandekalu Cavalry for military expansion while prioritizing economic



districts and maximizing desert tile usage.

Which leaders or civilizations are good to trade
with as Mali?
As Mali, trading with civilizations that have strong economic ties or are
located near deserts, such as Arabia or Egypt, can provide lucrative trade
routes and further enhance your gold income.
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