
clarendon history of the rebellion
Clarendon History of the Rebellion is a monumental work that provides a comprehensive
account of the English Civil War, focusing on the political, social, and military aspects of the
conflict. Authored by Edward Hyde, 1st Earl of Clarendon, this historical narrative not only
chronicles the events leading up to the rebellion but also offers insights into the motivations
and consequences of the war. The work serves as a vital primary source for historians and
scholars, shedding light on the complexities of the period and the figures involved.

The Context of the English Civil War

The Political Landscape

The English Civil War (1642-1651) emerged from a confluence of political, religious, and
social tensions that had been brewing for decades. Key factors included:

1. Royal Authority vs. Parliamentary Power: Tensions escalated between King Charles I, who
believed in the divine right of kings, and Parliament, which sought greater power and
representation.

2. Religious Disputes: The struggle between Anglicans, Puritans, and Catholics created deep
divisions within society, exacerbating political conflicts.

3. Economic Challenges: Financial strains from wars and taxation policies further fueled
discontent among the populace.

The Role of Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon

Edward Hyde was a significant political figure during this tumultuous period. His
background included:

- Legal and Political Career: Hyde was trained in law and held various positions in the royal
court, gaining a reputation as a skilled negotiator and politician.

- Allegiance to the King: A staunch royalist, Hyde supported King Charles I throughout the
conflict, which ultimately shaped his perspective on the events he documented.

- Exile and Reflection: Following the defeat of the royalists, Hyde went into exile, where he
began writing the Clarendon History of the Rebellion, reflecting on the causes and
consequences of the war.



The Structure of the Clarendon History

The Clarendon History of the Rebellion is organized into several books, each addressing
different phases and aspects of the conflict. The structure allows readers to navigate
through the complex events systematically.

Main Themes Explored

1. The Breakdown of Monarchical Power: Hyde examines how the authority of the monarchy
was challenged and ultimately diminished during the war.

2. The Rise of Parliamentarianism: The book discusses the emergence of Parliament as a
formidable political force and the ideological shifts that accompanied this rise.

3. Civil Society and Warfare: Hyde captures the impact of the war on everyday life, detailing
how communities were transformed by military engagements and political upheaval.


