
clep sociology study guide
CLEP Sociology Study Guide is an essential resource for students looking to earn college credit
through the College Level Examination Program (CLEP). This guide aims to provide a
comprehensive overview of what to expect on the CLEP Sociology exam, strategies for effective
study, and resources to help you succeed. Sociology, as a field of study, explores human social
behavior, social institutions, and the societal forces that shape our interactions. By understanding
these concepts, you can better prepare yourself for the exam and apply your knowledge in real-world
contexts.

Understanding the CLEP Sociology Exam

The CLEP Sociology exam tests your knowledge of foundational sociology concepts, theories, and
terminologies. The exam is designed for individuals who have studied sociology at the introductory
college level.

Exam Format

- Number of Questions: The exam typically consists of 75 multiple-choice questions.
- Time Limit: You have 90 minutes to complete the exam.
- Scoring: The score range is from 20 to 80, with a recommended passing score of around 50.

Content Areas

The exam covers various content areas, which can be broadly categorized into:

1. Foundations of Sociology:
- Key concepts and theories
- Research methods
- Sociological perspectives

2. Culture:
- Norms, values, and beliefs
- Cultural diversity and globalization
- Subcultures and countercultures

3. Socialization:
- The process of socialization
- Agents of socialization (family, peers, media)
- Theories of social development

4. Social Groups and Organizations:
- Types of groups (primary, secondary, in-groups, out-groups)



- Bureaucracies and formal organizations
- Social networks

5. Deviance and Social Control:
- Definitions of deviance
- Theories of crime and deviance
- Social control mechanisms

6. Social Stratification and Inequality:
- Class, race, and gender inequalities
- Poverty and wealth distribution
- Social mobility

7. Social Institutions:
- Family, education, religion, economy, and government
- The role of institutions in society
- Changes in social institutions over time

8. Social Change:
- Causes of social change
- Social movements and collective behavior
- Globalization and its effects on society

Study Strategies for the CLEP Sociology Exam

Preparing for the CLEP Sociology exam requires a strategic approach. Here are some effective study
strategies:

Create a Study Schedule

1. Set Goals: Define what you want to achieve in each study session.
2. Allocate Time: Dedicate specific times each week for studying sociology.
3. Balance Topics: Ensure you cover all content areas, spending more time on weaker areas.

Utilize Multiple Study Resources

- Textbooks: Use college-level sociology textbooks to review core concepts.
- Online Courses: Consider enrolling in free online sociology courses.
- CLEP Study Guides: Invest in official CLEP study guides or those from reputable publishers.

Practice with Sample Questions

- CLEP Practice Exams: Take full-length practice exams to familiarize yourself with the format and



timing.
- Flashcards: Create flashcards for key terms and concepts to reinforce your memory.

Join Study Groups

- Collaborate with peers to discuss topics and quiz each other.
- Share resources and insights to deepen understanding.

Review and Revise Regularly

- Schedule regular review sessions to reinforce what you have learned.
- Focus on areas where you feel less confident.

Key Concepts to Focus On

When studying for the CLEP Sociology exam, certain key concepts are fundamental. Here’s a list of
essential topics to focus on:

Sociological Perspectives: Functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic interactionism.

Culture: Components of culture, cultural relativism, and ethnocentrism.

Socialization: The role of significant others, self-concept, and identity formation.

Deviance: Types of deviance, labeling theory, and the social construction of deviance.

Social Stratification: Class systems, caste systems, and theories of social inequality.

Social Institutions: The functions of family, education, religion, and their impact on society.

Social Change: Understanding social movements, technological change, and cultural shifts.

Recommended Study Resources

Utilizing a variety of study resources can enhance your preparation for the CLEP Sociology exam.
Here are some recommended materials:



Books

- "Sociology" by Anthony Giddens: This textbook provides a comprehensive overview of sociological
concepts.
- "The Sociology Project" by Ericatz and Ritchie: Engages students with real-world sociology
applications.

Online Resources

- Khan Academy: Offers free video lectures covering key sociology topics.
- Quizlet: An excellent resource for creating and finding flashcards related to sociology.

Official CLEP Resources

- College Board Official CLEP Study Guide: Contains sample questions and exam tips.
- CLEP Test Centers: Use the College Board website to find testing locations and schedules.

Final Tips for Success

As you prepare for the CLEP Sociology exam, keep these final tips in mind:

1. Stay Organized: Keep your study materials well-organized to make review easier.
2. Practice Time Management: During practice exams, simulate test conditions to improve time
management skills.
3. Stay Positive: Maintain a positive mindset; self-confidence can significantly impact your
performance.
4. Ask for Help: Don’t hesitate to ask instructors or peers for clarification on challenging topics.

Conclusion

The CLEP Sociology exam is an excellent opportunity to earn college credit while demonstrating
your knowledge of sociology. By utilizing a structured study guide and implementing effective study
strategies, you can enhance your understanding of the subject and increase your chances of success
on the exam. Remember to focus on the essential concepts, utilize diverse resources, and practice
regularly. With determination and preparation, you can achieve your goal of passing the CLEP
Sociology exam and progressing in your academic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the purpose of a CLEP Sociology study guide?
A CLEP Sociology study guide is designed to help students prepare for the College-Level
Examination Program (CLEP) Sociology exam, which allows them to earn college credit by
demonstrating their knowledge in sociology.

What topics are typically covered in a CLEP Sociology study
guide?
A CLEP Sociology study guide typically covers topics such as social structures, social processes,
cultural diversity, social institutions, and key sociological concepts and theories.

How can I effectively use a CLEP Sociology study guide to
prepare for the exam?
To effectively use a CLEP Sociology study guide, you should review the material regularly, take
practice tests to gauge your understanding, focus on areas where you feel less confident, and utilize
supplementary resources such as textbooks or online courses.

Are there any recommended resources to accompany a CLEP
Sociology study guide?
Yes, in addition to a CLEP Sociology study guide, students may benefit from resources such as
sociology textbooks, online courses, YouTube lectures, and practice question banks specifically
designed for the CLEP exam.

What is the passing score for the CLEP Sociology exam?
The passing score for the CLEP Sociology exam is typically around 50, but this can vary by
institution, so it's important to check with the specific college or university regarding their credit
policies.
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