
cole porter you do something to me
Cole Porter’s “You Do Something to Me”: A Timeless Classic

Cole Porter, one of the most celebrated American composers and lyricists of the 20th
century, penned numerous songs that have become timeless classics. Among these, "You
Do Something to Me" stands out as a poignant reflection of love and longing. Written in
1929 for the musical "Fifty Million Frenchmen," this song encapsulates the elegance and
sophistication characteristic of Porter’s work. The song's intricate lyrics and captivating
melody have secured its place in the hearts of audiences and performers alike, making it a
staple in jazz and popular music repertoires. This article delves into the song's background,
its significance, and its enduring legacy, along with an exploration of its musical
composition and cultural impact.

Background of the Song

Historical Context

"You Do Something to Me" emerged during a vibrant period in American music, the Roaring
Twenties, which was marked by significant cultural shifts. The decade saw the rise of jazz, a
new musical form that embodied the spirit of freedom and modernity. It was also a time
when Broadway musicals began to shape popular music, and Cole Porter was at the
forefront of this movement.

Porter, born in 1891 in Peru, Indiana, was educated at Harvard and later studied music in
Paris. His experiences in Europe greatly influenced his musical style, which combined
elements of classical music with jazz and popular tunes. "Fifty Million Frenchmen," the
musical that introduced "You Do Something to Me," is notable for its witty lyrics and
sophisticated score, reflecting Porter's flair for blending humor with romance.

Composition and Lyrics

The composition of "You Do Something to Me" is a testament to Porter’s genius. The song
features a lush melody that captures the essence of yearning and desire. The structure is
relatively straightforward, yet it incorporates sophisticated harmonic progressions that
showcase Porter’s classical training.

The lyrics are equally enchanting, filled with vivid imagery and emotional depth. They
express the intoxicating effects of love and the way it transforms one’s experience of the
world. Notable lines evoke a sense of longing and enchantment, making it a favorite among
vocalists and instrumentalists alike.



Musical Analysis

Melodic Structure

The melody of "You Do Something to Me" is characterized by its smooth, flowing lines and
occasional leaps that create a sense of tension and release. The song is predominantly in a
major key, which contributes to its uplifting feel despite the underlying themes of longing
and desire.

- Verse Structure: The verses typically follow a simple AABA form, where the A sections
present the main melodic theme, and the B section provides contrast.
- Chorus: The chorus amplifies the emotional impact, often employing a wider melodic
range that highlights the singer's expressive capabilities.

Harmonic Progressions

Porter’s use of harmonic progressions in "You Do Something to Me" is noteworthy. The song
shifts through various chords that create a rich tapestry of sound, enhancing the lyrical
content. Some key features include:

- Chromaticism: Porter often incorporates chromatic chords that add tension and color to
the harmony.
- Modulation: The song sometimes modulates to different keys, which can elevate the
emotional intensity during key lyrical moments.

The combination of these elements results in a song that is both melodically appealing and
harmonically complex, making it a favorite for musicians to interpret.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

"You Do Something to Me" has left an indelible mark on the world of music and popular
culture. Its enduring popularity can be attributed to several factors:

Influence on Jazz and Popular Music

The song has been interpreted by countless artists across various genres, particularly
within jazz. Some notable renditions include:

1. Frank Sinatra: His smooth vocal style brought a new level of sophistication to the song.
2. Ella Fitzgerald: Her interpretation added a playful and lively element, showcasing her
remarkable vocal range.
3. Billie Holiday: Holiday's emotive delivery brought a deep sense of longing to the song,



making it uniquely her own.

These interpretations have helped solidify "You Do Something to Me" as a standard in the
jazz repertoire, often performed in clubs and concerts worldwide.

Film and Television Appearances

The song has also been featured in various films and television shows, further embedding it
in popular culture. Its romantic themes make it a perfect fit for cinematic love stories. Some
notable appearances include:

- "The Birdcage" (1996): The film features a memorable performance of the song,
showcasing its timeless nature.
- "The Great Gatsby" (1974): The song's inclusion in this classic adaptation highlights its
connection to themes of love and longing.

Modern Interpretations

In recent years, "You Do Something to Me" has continued to resonate with new generations
of artists. Contemporary musicians have reimagined the song, bringing fresh
interpretations while honoring its original essence. This ongoing revival speaks to the
song's universal themes of love and attraction, ensuring its continued relevance.

Conclusion

Cole Porter’s "You Do Something to Me" is more than just a song; it is a celebration of the
complexities of love. Its sophisticated lyrics and captivating melody evoke emotions that
resonate across generations. The song's ability to be reinterpreted by countless artists
speaks to its depth and appeal, ensuring that it remains a cherished piece of American
musical history.

As we reflect on Porter's contributions to music, "You Do Something to Me" stands out as a
shining example of his talent for weaving together intricate melodies with poignant lyrics.
Its place in the pantheon of classic American songs is secure, and its legacy will
undoubtedly endure for years to come. Whether performed in a smoky jazz club or featured
in a major film, this timeless classic continues to touch the hearts of all who hear it.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Cole Porter's song 'You Do



Something to Me'?
The main theme revolves around the intense feelings of love and attraction that someone
can evoke in another person, highlighting the emotional and physical impact of romance.

In which musical or show did 'You Do Something to Me'
originally appear?
'You Do Something to Me' was originally featured in Cole Porter's 1929 musical 'Fifty Million
Frenchmen'.

What musical elements are prominent in 'You Do
Something to Me'?
The song features a rich melody with a jazzy rhythm, characteristic of Cole Porter's style,
and includes clever lyrics that convey deep emotions.

How has 'You Do Something to Me' been received by
audiences over the years?
The song has been widely appreciated and remains a classic, often covered by various
artists, showcasing its enduring appeal and emotional resonance.

Can you name some famous artists who have covered
'You Do Something to Me'?
Notable artists who have covered the song include Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald, and Diana
Krall, among others.

What makes 'You Do Something to Me' a popular choice
for romantic performances?
Its heartfelt lyrics and beautiful melody make it a perfect choice for romantic performances,
often used in weddings and intimate settings.

What is the historical context of 'You Do Something to
Me' within Cole Porter's career?
Written during the late 1920s, the song reflects Porter's innovative approach to songwriting
and helped establish him as a leading figure in American musical theater.

How does 'You Do Something to Me' compare to other
Cole Porter songs in terms of popularity?
While many of Cole Porter's songs are well-known, 'You Do Something to Me' is often
considered one of his most iconic and beloved pieces, frequently performed and recognized



in popular culture.
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