college student guide to paris

College Student Guide to Paris: Paris, the City of Light, is a dream
destination for many college students. Its rich history, vibrant culture, and
stunning architecture make it a perfect backdrop for adventure, learning, and
personal growth. Whether you’re studying abroad, taking a short trip, or just
soaking in the experience of living in one of the most iconic cities in the
world, this guide will provide you with essential tips and insights to make
the most of your time in Paris.

Getting Started: Planning Your Trip

Choosing Your Time to Visit

Paris is beautiful year-round, but the best time for college students to
visit is typically during the spring (March to May) or fall (September to
November). These seasons offer milder weather, fewer tourists, and a more
authentic experience.

Budgeting for Your Trip

Studying in Paris or visiting as a student requires a budget. Here are some
key expenses to consider:

e Accommodation: Hostels and budget hotels can range from €20 to €60 per
night.

e Food: Daily meals can cost between €10 to €30, depending on whether you
dine in or grab street food.

e Transportation: A monthly Navigo pass for unlimited travel in the city
is around €75.

e Activities: Entry fees for museums and attractions can range from €10 to
€20, with student discounts often available.

Finding Accommodation



Best Areas for Students

Choosing the right neighborhood can greatly enhance your Paris experience.
Consider the following areas:

e Latin Quarter: Home to many universities, this area offers a vibrant
atmosphere, affordable eateries, and proximity to attractions like the
Panthéon.

e Montmartre: Known for its artistic history, this district features
charming streets and a bohemian vibe, perfect for creative souls.

e Le Marais: This trendy area is full of boutiques, cafes, and a lively
nightlife, making it a popular choice for young people.

e Pigalle: Close to nightlife and entertainment, Pigalle is ideal for
students looking for an exciting evening out.

Accommodation Options

Students can choose from various accommodation types:
e Hostels: A budget-friendly option that allows you to meet fellow
travelers.

e Shared Apartments: Websites like Airbnb or Roomlala offer opportunities
to share living spaces with locals.

e University Dorms: If you're studying abroad, check if your university
has dormitory options.

Getting Around Paris

Public Transportation

Paris has an extensive and efficient public transport system. The Metro is
the fastest way to get around.

e Tickets: A single metro ticket costs €1.90, but consider a carnet (a
book of 10 tickets) for discounts.



e Buses: Buses are a great way to see the city while traveling. They
accept the same tickets as the Metro.

e Bicycles: Rent a bike through the Vélib' system for a more leisurely
exploration of the city.

Walking and Exploring

Paris is a city best explored on foot. Some of the most beautiful sights are
within walking distance of each other. Be sure to:

e Stroll along the Seine River for picturesque views.

e Wander through the charming streets of Le Marais.

e Explore the historic neighborhoods of Montmartre and Saint-Germain-des-
Prés.

Must-See Attractions

Iconic Landmarks

No visit to Paris is complete without seeing its famous landmarks:

Eiffel Tower: Climb to the top for stunning views of the city.

Louvre Museum: Home to thousands of works of art, including the Mona
Lisa.

Notre-Dame Cathedral: Though currently under restoration, its exterior
remains a must-see.

Arc de Triomphe: Climb the stairs for panoramic views of the Champs-
Elysées.

Cultural Experiences

Embrace the culture of Paris by engaging in local experiences:



e Visit a local market: Explore markets like Marché Bastille or Rue Cler
for fresh produce and local delicacies.

e Attend a concert or play: Check listings for student discounts on
performances around the city.

e Take a cooking class: Learn how to make classic French dishes.

Dining on a Budget

Affordable Eats

Eating well in Paris doesn't have to break the bank. Here are some budget-
friendly dining options:

e Boulangeries: Grab a delicious baguette or pastry for breakfast or
lunch.

e Cafés: Enjoy a coffee and a croissant while people-watching at a local
café.

e Food Markets: Markets such as Rue Cler or Marché des Enfants Rouges
offer a variety of affordable meal options.

Student Discounts

Always carry your student ID, as many restaurants, museums, and attractions
offer discounts to students.

Tips for Enjoying Paris

Safety and Etiquette

While Paris is generally safe, it’s important to be aware of your
surroundings. Here are some tips:

e Keep an eye on your belongings, especially in crowded areas.

e Learn basic French phrases; locals appreciate the effort.



e Be respectful of cultural norms, such as saying "bonjour" when entering
shops.

Making Friends

Meeting new people can enhance your experience. Consider these approaches:

e Join student organizations or clubs related to your interests.
e Attend local events or language exchanges.

e Utilize social media groups for students in Paris.

Conclusion

A college student guide to Paris is essential for making the most of your
experience in this enchanting city. From planning your trip and finding
accommodation to exploring iconic attractions and enjoying local cuisine, the
key is to immerse yourself in the culture and make lasting memories. Whether
you're wandering the charming streets, sipping coffee at a café, or marveling
at world-class art, Paris awaits you with open arms. Happy travels!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best budget accommodations for college
students in Paris?

Some of the best budget accommodations for college students in Paris include
hostels like Generator Paris, St. Christopher's Inn, and Le Village
Montmartre, as well as budget hotels and university residences that offer
affordable rates.

How can college students navigate public
transportation in Paris?

College students can navigate public transportation in Paris using the Metro,
RER, and buses. Purchasing a Navigo Easy card or a Paris Visite pass can save
money on multiple trips. Mobile apps like Citymapper and the official RATP
app can help with route planning.



What are the must-see historical sites for college
students in Paris?

Must-see historical sites for college students in Paris include the Eiffel
Tower, Notre-Dame Cathedral, the Louvre Museum, Montmartre, and the Palace of
Versailles. Many of these sites offer student discounts, so be sure to check
before visiting.

Where can college students find affordable meals in
Paris?

College students can find affordable meals in Paris at local bistros,
creperies, and street food vendors. Popular options include falafel in the

Marais, casual eateries like Bouillon Pigalle, and bakeries for fresh
baguettes and pastries.

What cultural activities should college students not
miss in Paris?

Cultural activities that college students should not miss in Paris include
attending a free museum night (like Nuit des Musées), exploring street art in

neighborhoods like Belleville, and enjoying performances at venues like the
Opéra Garnier or local theaters.

How can college students make the most of their
Paris experience on a budget?

College students can make the most of their Paris experience on a budget by
taking advantage of free walking tours, visiting museums on free entry days,
picnicking in parks like Luxembourg Gardens, and using student discounts
wherever available.
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