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Colobians and Philemon: John F. MacArthur's New Testament Commentary

The exploration of biblical themes is a vast and intricate endeavor, particularly when it comes to the
epistles of the New Testament. Among these letters, the Book of Colossians and the letter to Philemon
stand out for their unique theological insights and practical applications. John F. MacArthur, a prominent
theologian, pastor, and author, has contributed significantly to the understanding of these texts through his
New Testament commentary series. This article delves into the themes, context, and significance of
Colossians and Philemon as interpreted by MacArthur, shedding light on their relevance in today's

Christian life.

Understanding Colossians

Historical Context

The Epistle to the Colossians was written by the Apostle Paul while he was imprisoned, likely in Rome,
around AD 60-62. The church in Colossae was facing a blend of Gnostic influences that threatened its
doctrinal purity. Gnosticism, with its emphasis on hidden knowledge and a dualistic view of the material
and spiritual worlds, posed challenges to the early Christian faith. MacArthur emphasizes that Paul wrote to

counter these teachings, affirming the supremacy of Christ and clarifying the true nature of salvation.

Thematic Overview

Colossians can be divided into two main sections:

1. Doctrinal Instruction (Chapters 1-2)

- Paul affirms the preeminence of Christ, emphasizing that He is the image of the invisible God and the
creator of all things (Colossians 1:15-17).

- The letter highlights the sufficiency of Christ for salvation and spiritual growth, urging believers to reject
any philosophy that diminishes His role.

2. Practical Application (Chapters 3-4)
- Paul shifts to practical exhortations for Christian living, including ethical teachings on relationships, work,

and worship.



- The letter concludes with personal greetings and instructions, showcasing the communal aspects of the

early church.

Key Themes in Colossians

The Supremacy of Christ

One of the central themes of Colossians is the supremacy of Christ. MacArthur points out that Paul

meticulously articulates how Christ is superior to all spiritual powers and human philosophies. In Colossians
2:9-10, Paul writes, "For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been
made complete." This affirmation serves as a powerful reminder that Christ alone is sufficient for all aspects

of life and faith.

Christ-Centered Living

MacArthur emphasizes the call for believers to live a life that reflects their identity in Christ. In Colossians
3:1-2, Paul instructs Christians to set their minds on things above, not on earthly things. This perspective
shift is crucial for developing a Christ-centered lifestyle, impacting every area of life, including family

relationships, work ethics, and community engagement.

Warnings Against False Teachings

MacArthur also highlights Paul's warnings against the deceptive philosophies and legalistic practices that
were infiltrating the Colossian church. He stresses the importance of discerning truth from falsehood,

encouraging believers to ground themselves in sound doctrine and the teachings of Christ.

Exploring Philemon

Historical Context

The letter to Philemon is one of the most personal epistles Paul wrote, addressing a specific individual
rather than a church community. Philemon was a wealthy Christian and slave owner in Colossae, and the

letter concerns Onesimus, a runaway slave who had encountered Paul during the latter’s imprisonment.



The letter is dated around the same time as Colossians, and its primary purpose is to appeal to Philemon for

Onesimus's acceptance back as a brother in Christ.

Thematic Overview

Philemon can be understood through several key themes:

1. Forgiveness and Reconciliation
- Paul encourages Philemon to forgive Onesimus and receive him not only as a slave but as a beloved

brother in the faith.

2. Social Justice and Equality
- The letter stands as a powerful statement against the social norms of the time, promoting the idea that in

Christ, all believers are equal regardless of their social status (Galatians 3:28).
3. Christian Responsibility

- MacArthur points out that Paul appeals to Philemon's sense of Christian duty, urging him to act in

accordance with the love and grace he has received from God.

Key Themes in Philemon

Grace and Forgiveness

John MacArthur emphasizes the theme of grace as central to the letter. Paul does not command Philemon
to forgive but rather appeals to him on the basis of love (Philemon 1:9). This approach exemplifies the grace
that characterizes the Christian faith.

The Transformative Power of the Gospel

Onesimus’s transformation from a runaway slave to a beloved brother in Christ illustrates the
transformative power of the Gospel. MacArthur highlights that the Gospel not only changes individuals but

also has the potential to reshape relationships and social structures.



Personal Responsibility in the Christian Life

MacArthur encourages readers to view Philemon's response to Paul as a model for personal responsibility
in the Christian life. Believers are called to live out their faith actively, responding to God’s call for

reconciliation and love in their relationships.

MacArthur's Commentary Insights

John F. MacArthur's New Testament commentary on Colossians and Philemon provides readers with deep
theological insights as well as practical applications. His commitment to expository preaching is evident as
he meticulously unpacks the text, elucidating its meaning in the original context while also applying it to

contemporary life.

1. Exegesis and Application
- MacArthur’s commentary is known for its thorough exegesis, ensuring that readers understand the
historical and cultural context of the letters. He skillfully bridges the gap between ancient texts and

modern-day application.

2. Clarity and Depth
- His writing is characterized by clarity and depth, making complex theological concepts accessible to a
wide audience. MacArthur often provides definitions and explanations for terms that may be unfamiliar to

readers.

3. Pastoral Heart
- Beyond academic insights, MacArthur’s commentary reflects a pastoral heart, encouraging believers to
embody the teachings of Scripture in their daily lives. His emphasis on practical application resonates with

many who seek to live out their faith authentically.

Conclusion

The letters to the Colossians and Philemon, as explored through John F. MacArthur’s New Testament
commentary, offer profound insights into the nature of Christ, the importance of forgiveness, and the call
for Christians to live out their faith in a manner that reflects the grace they have received. As believers
engage with these texts, they are invited to embrace the transformative power of the Gospel, fostering
relationships grounded in love and reconciliation. MacArthur’s contributions to understanding these epistles

continue to inspire and challenge Christians to deepen their faith and practice in an ever-changing world.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the Colossians commentary by John F.
MacArthur?

The main focus of the Colossians commentary by John F. MacArthur is to explore the supremacy of Christ
and the importance of sound doctrine in the life of the believer, emphasizing the themes of spiritual

maturity and ethical living.

How does MacArthur interpret the relationship between Colossians and
Philemon?

MacArthur interprets the relationship between Colossians and Philemon as interconnected, with Philemon
providing a practical application of the principles taught in Colossians, particularly regarding forgiveness

and reconciliation in the context of slavery.

‘What unique insights does MacArthur provide in his commentary on
Philemon?

In his commentary on Philemon, MacArthur provides unique insights into the cultural and historical
context of slavery in the Roman Empire, as well as the implications of Christian love, forgiveness, and

personal responsibility.

What theological themes are emphasized in MacArthur's New Testament

commentaries?

Theological themes emphasized in MacArthur's New Testament commentaries include the authority of
Scripture, the nature of Christ, the importance of grace, and the practical implications of living a Christ-

centered life.

How does MacArthur approach exegesis in his commentaries on

Colossians and Philemon?

MacArthur approaches exegesis in his commentaries by meticulously analyzing the original language,
historical context, and cultural background, ensuring that interpretations are rooted in a faithful

understanding of the text.

What practical applications does MacArthur suggest for modern readers of



Colossians?

MacArthur suggests practical applications for modern readers of Colossians that include cultivating a deeper
relationship with Christ, prioritizing spiritual growth, and living out one's faith through love and good

works in community.

Are there any notable quotes from MacArthur's commentaries on

Colossians and Philemon?

Yes, notable quotes include MacArthur's emphasis on the transformational power of the Gospel, such as

"The Gospel is not just a message to be believed; it is a life to be lived.'

‘What does MacArthur teach about the role of prayer in Colossians?

MacArthur teaches that prayer is essential for spiritual growth and empowerment, highlighting that Paul’s
prayers for the Colossians serve as a model for seeking wisdom and understanding in one's relationship
with God.

How does MacArthur's commentary address the issue of false teachings in

Colossians?

MacArthur's commentary addresses the issue of false teachings in Colossians by warning against the dangers

of legalism and mysticism, encouraging believers to remain grounded in Christ and the truth of the Gospel.
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