CcoMBO INTERVIEW N400 1761

coMBo INTERVIEW N4OO 1751 1S A TERM COMMONLY USED TO DESCRIBE A COMBINED INTERVIEW PROCESS CONDUCTED BY THE
UNITED STATES CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES (USCIS) FOR APPLICANTS FILING FORM [-75 1, PETITION TO REMOVE
ConDITIONS ON RESIDENCE, AND FORM N-400, APPLICATION FOR NATURALIZATION. THIS COMBO INTERVIEW ALLOWS ELIGIBLE
CONDITIONAL RESIDENTS WHO HAVE FILED BOTH APPLICATIONS TO ATTEND ONE INTERVIEW INSTEAD OF TWO SEPARATE ONES,
STREAMLINING THE PROCESS. UNDERSTANDING THE REQUIREMENTS, PREPARATION TIPS, AND WHAT TO EXPECT DURING THE
coMBO INTERVIEW N4OQ 1751 IS ESSENTIAL FOR APPLICANTS SEEKING TO EFFICIENTLY NAVIGATE THEIR PATH TO PERMANENT
RESIDENCY AND CITIZENSHIP. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE COMBO INTERVIEW , HIGHLIGHTING THE
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, INTERVIEW PROCEDURES, AND IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS TO HELP APPLICANTS SUCCESSFULLY
COMPLETE BOTH PETITIONS IN A SINGLE APPOINTMENT. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL COVER THE BASICS OF THE COMBO
INTERVIEW , DETAILED INSIGHTS INTO EACH FORM, AND PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR INTERVIEW DAY.

WHAT I1s A Comeo INTERVIEW N40OO |751°?

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COMBO INTERVIEW

FILING ForM |-751 AND ForM N-400 TOGETHER

® PREPARING FOR THE COMBO INTERVIEW

WHAT To ExPecT DURING THE COMBO INTERVIEW

CoMMoN CHALLENGES AND How To OVERCOME THEM

PosT-INTERVIEW PrROCESS AND NEXT STEPS

WHAT Is A CoMmeo INTERVIEW N4OO I751?

THe comBo INTERVIEW N4OO 1751 1S AN IMMIGRATION INTERVIEW PROCESS CONDUCTED BY USCIS THAT COMBINES THE
REVIEW OF BOTH FORM I-75 1, PETITION TO REMoVE CONDITIONS ON RESIDENCE, AND FORM N-400, APPLICATION FOR
NATURALIZATION. TYPICALLY, APPLICANTS WOULD ATTEND SEPARATE INTERVIEWS FOR EACH FORM AS THEY REPRESENT TWO
DISTINCT IMMIGRATION BENEFITS: REMOVAL OF CONDITIONAL STATUS AND NATURALIZATION. HOWEVER, UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES, USCIS MAY SCHEDULE A SINGLE APPOINTMENT TO ASSESS BOTH APPLICATIONS SIMULTANEOUSLY.

THIS COMBINED APPROACH REDUCES REDUNDANCY AND EXPEDITES THE ADJUDICATION PROCESS, BENEFITING APPLICANTS WHO
MEET THE ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA. THE COMBO INTERVIEW IS ESPECIALLY USEFUL FOR CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENTS NEARING
THE END OF THEIR TWO-YEAR CONDITIONAL STATUS AND WHO ARE ALSO ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR U.S. CITIZENSHIP. DURING THE
INTERVIEW, USCIS OFFICERS ASSESS THE BONA FIDES OF THE MARRIAGE, THE APPLICANT’S RESIDENCY STATUS, AND THEIR
ELIGIBILITY FOR NATURALIZATION INCLUDING KNOWLEDGE OF ENGLISH AND CIVICS.

ELiGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE COMBO INTERVIEW

NOT ALL APPLICANTS ARE ELIGIBLE FOR THE COMBO INTERVIEW N40OO 1751. USCIS SETS SPECIFIC GUIDELINES TO DETERMINE
WHEN BOTH APPLICATIONS CAN BE INTERVIEWED TOGETHER. GENERALLY, THE FOLLOWING ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA APPLY:

® THE APPLICANT MUST BE A CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENT WHO HAS FILED FORM |-75 1 TO REMOVE CONDITIONS ON
RESIDENCE.

o THE APPLICANT MUST BE ELIGIBLE TO FILE FORM N-400 FOR NATURALIZATION, TYPICALLY AFTER THREE YEARS OF
PERMANENT RESIDENCE IF MARRIED TO A U.S. CITIZEN.



® BOTH PETITIONS MUST BE FILED AND PENDING SIMULTANEOUSLY.
® THE MARRIAGE MUST BE BONA FIDE AND ONGOING AT THE TIME OF FILING.

® THERE SHOULD BE NO SIGNIFICANT ISSUES OR REQUESTS FOR ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE THAT WOULD REQUIRE SEPARATE
INTERVIEWS.

USCIS OFFICERS EVALUATE THESE FACTORS AND MAY SCHEDULE A COMBO INTERVIEW IF IT IS APPROPRIATE TO ADJUDICATE
BOTH APPLICATIONS TOGETHER. APPLICANTS SHOULD ENSURE THAT ALL DOCUMENTATION AND EVIDENCE SUBMITTED WITH BOTH
FORMS ARE COMPLETE AND CONSISTENT TO INCREASE THE CHANCES OF RECEIVING A COMBINED INTERVIEW APPOINTMENT.

FILING FORM |I-751 AnD ForM N-400 TOGETHER

FILING FOrM [-75 1 AND ForM N-400 TOGETHER REQUIRES CAREFUL ATTENTION TO TIMING AND DOCUMENTATION. FORM [-751
IS FILED TO REMOVE THE TWO-YEAR CONDITIONS ON RESIDENCE GRANTED TO INDIVIDUALS WHO OBTAINED CONDITIONAL
PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS THROUGH MARRIAGE. FORM N-400 IS FILED TO APPLY FOR U.S. CITIZENSHIP THROUGH
NATURALIZATION.

THE TIMING OF THESE FILINGS IS CRITICAL. CONDITIONAL RESIDENTS GENERALLY FILE FORM |-75 1 WITHIN THE 90-DAY PERIOD
BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THEIR CONDITIONAL RESIDENCY. THOSE WHO QUALIFY FOR NATURALIZATION BASED ON MARRIAGE TO
A US. cITizeN MAY FILE FORM N-400 AFTER THREE YEARS OF PERMANENT RESIDENCY, PROVIDED ALL OTHER REQUIREMENTS ARE
MET.

\Y/HEN FILING BOTH FORMS, APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT THOROUGH EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE BONA FIDE NATURE OF THE
MARRIAGE AND CONTINUOUS RESIDENCY. REQUIRED DOCUMENTS MAY INCLUDE:

L4 JOINT FINANCIAL RECORDS SUCH AS BANK STATEMENTS, TAX RETURNS, AND INSURANCE POLICIES
® PrROOF OF COHABITATION, LIKE LEASE AGREEMENTS OR UTILITY BILLS

® PHOTOS AND CORRESPONDENCE DOCUMENTING THE RELATIONSHIP

o EVIDENCE OF MORAL CHARACTER AND RESIDENCY FOR NATURALIZATION

PROPER FILING AND DOCUMENTATION HELP STREAMLINE USCIS PROCESSING AND INCREASE THE LIKELIHOOD OF A COMBO
INTERVIEW.

PREPARING FOR THE COMBO INTERVIEW

PREPARATION IS KEY FOR SUCCESS IN THE COMBO INTERVIEW N40O0 175 1. APPLICANTS SHOULD BE READY TO ANSWER
QUESTIONS RELATED TO BOTH THE REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS ON RESIDENCE AND NATURALIZATION REQUIREMENTS. KEY
PREPARATION STEPS INCLUDE:

1. RevieEwING SusMITTED FORMS AND EVIDENCE: FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED IN FORMS [-751
AND N-400 TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY DURING THE INTERVIEW.

2. STUDYING CIVICS AND ENGLISH: FOR THE NATURALIZATION PORTION, APPLICANTS MUST DEMONSTRATE KNOWLEDGE OF
U.S. HISTORY, GOVERNMENT, AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS.

3. GATHERING ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS: BRING ORIGINALS OF ALL DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED, AS WELL AS ANY UPDATED OR
ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE THAT SUPPORTS THE PETITION.

4. PREPARING PERSONAL AND RELATIONSHIP DETAILS: BE READY TO DISCUSS THE HISTORY OF THE MARRIAGE, LIVING
ARRANGEMENTS, AND ANY CHANGES SINCE FILING THE PETITIONS.



5. CONSULTING WITH AN IMMIGRATION ATTORNEY: LEGAL ADVICE CAN BE INVALUABLE, ESPECIALLY IF THERE ARE
COMPLICATING FACTORS SUCH AS PRIOR IMMIGRATION VIOLATIONS OR CRIMINAL HISTORY.

THOROUGH PREPARATION HELPS REDUCE STRESS AND IMPROVES THE CHANCES OF A SMOOTH INTERVIEW PROCESS.

WHAT To ExPECT DURING THE COMBO INTERVIEW

THE comBo INTERVIEW N4OQ 1757 TYPICALLY LASTS LONGER THAN A STANDARD SINGLE-FORM INTERVIEW, AS THE USCIS
OFFICER MUST EVALUATE BOTH THE REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS AND NATURALIZATION ELIGIBILITY. THE INTERVIEW USUALLY
FOLLOWS THIS STRUCTURE:

o |DENTITY VERIFICATION AND BIOMETRICS: CONFIRMING THE APPLICANT’S IDENTITY AND REVIEWING BIOMETRIC DATA.

® MARRIAGE BONA FIDES ASSESSMENT: QUESTIONS ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP, JOINT FINANCES, LIVING SITUATION, AND
SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES TO VERIFY THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE MARRIAGE.

o REeSIDENCY AND ELIGIBILITY ReEVIEW: CONFIRMING CONTINUOUS RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS AND MORAL CHARACTER FOR
NATURALIZATION.

o ENGLISH AND Civics TEST: ASSESSING THE APPLICANT’S ABILITY TO READ, WRITE, AND SPEAK ENGLISH AND KNOWLEDGE
oF U.S. civics.

¢ ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS: ADDRESSING ANY INCONSISTENCIES OR CONCERNS IDENTIFIED IN THE APPLICATIONS.
APPLICANTS SHOULD RESPOND HONESTLY AND CLEARLY, PROVIDING ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION IF REQUESTED. THE USCIS

OFFICER MAY ALSO REQUEST TO SEE THE PETITIONER’S SPOUSE DURING THE INTERVIEW OR CONDUCT A SEPARATE SPOUSE
INTERVIEW IF NECESSARY.

CoMMON CHALLENGES AND How To OVERCOME THEM

APPLICANTS UNDERGOING THE COMBO INTERVIEW N400 1751 MAY FACE CERTAIN CHALLENGES THAT COULD AFFECT THE
ouTcoMe. COMMON ISSUES INCLUDE:

® |INCONSISTENT OR INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE: DISCREPANCIES IN SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS OR LACK OF PROOF OF A BONA FIDE
MARRIAGE CAN RAISE RED FLAGS.

® FAILURE TO MeeT NATURALIZATION REQUIREMENTS: INADEQUATE ENGLISH PROFICIENCY OR FAILURE TO PASS THE CIVICS
TEST MAY DELAY APPROVAL.

e CRIMINAL OR IMMIGRATION VIOLATIONS: PAST OFFENSES OR VIOLATIONS MAY COMPLICATE THE INTERVIEW AND REQUIRE
LEGAL ASSISTANCE.

o STRESS AND NERVOUSNESS: ANXIETY CAN IMPACT COMMUNICATION AND THE ABILITY TO ANSWER QUESTIONS

CONFIDENTLY.

To OVERCOME THESE CHALLENGES, APPLICANTS SHOULD:

1. ENSURE ALL EVIDENCE IS THOROUGH AND ORGANIZED BEFORE THE INTERVIEW.
2. PRACTICE CIVICS AND ENGLISH SKILLS REGULARLY.

3. SEEK PROFESSIONAL LEGAL COUNSEL IF THERE ARE COMPLICATIONS.



4. MAINTAIN A CALM AND RESPECTFUL DEMEANOR DURING THE INTERVIEW.

PosT-INTERVIEW PROCESS AND NEXT STEPS

AFTER COMPLETING THE CoMBO INTERVIEW N400 1751, USCIS WILL REVIEW THE INFORMATION GATHERED AND MAKE A
DECISION ON BOTH APPLICATIONS. THE POST-INTERVIEW PROCESS INCLUDES:

o REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL EvIDENCE (RFE): IF MORE INFORMATION IS NEEDED, USCIS WILL ISSUE AN RFE WITH A
DEADLINE TO RESPOND.

* APPROVAL NOTICES: SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS WILL RECEIVE APPROVAL NOTICES FOR THE REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS
AND NATURALIZATION.

¢ OATH CEREMONY SCHEDULING: FOR THE NATURALIZATION PORTION, APPLICANTS WILL BE SCHEDULED FOR A CITIZENSHIP
OATH CEREMONY.

 |sSUANCE oF PERMANENT ReSIDENT CARD: UPON APPROVAL OF FORM |-75 1, THE APPLICANT WILL RECEIVE A 10-YEAR
GREEN CARD.

APPLICANTS SHOULD MONITOR THEIR USCIS ACCOUNT AND MAIL FOR UPDATES AND MAINTAIN COMMUNICATION WITH THEIR
ATTORNEY IF REPRESENTED. TIMELY RESPONSES TO ANY USCIS REQUESTS ARE CRITICAL TO AVOID DELAYS OR DENIALS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS A COMBO INTERVIEW FOR N-400 AnD I-751°

A COMBO INTERVIEW IS A SINGLE USCIS INTERVIEW WHERE AN APPLICANT SIMULTANEOUSLY APPLIES FOR NATURALIZATION
(N-400) AND REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS ON RESIDENCE (I-751). THIS TYPICALLY HAPPENS WHEN A CONDITIONAL PERMANENT
RESIDENT IS ELIGIBLE TO BECOME A U.S. CITIZEN BEFORE THEIR CONDITIONAL RESIDENCY IS REMOVED.

\W/HO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A COMBO INTERVIEW INVOLVING N-400 anp [-751?

CONDITIONAL PERMANENT RESIDENTS WHO HAVE BEEN MARRIED FOR LESS THAN TWO YEARS, HAVE FILED FORM -751 1o
REMOVE CONDITIONS ON THEIR RESIDENCE, AND MEET THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR NATURALIZATION (N‘400) CAN BE
SCHEDULED FOR A COMBO INTERVIEW.

W/HAT SHOULD | EXPECT DURING A COMBO INTERVIEW FOR N-400 AnD I-751°

DURING A coMBO INTERVIEW, A USCIS OFFICER WILL REVIEW AND EVALUATE YOUR ELIGIBILITY FOR BOTH NATURALIZATION
AND REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS. YOU WILL BE ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR MARRIAGE, RESIDENCY, BACKGROUND, AND
ATTACHMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION, AS WELL AS TAKE ENGLISH AND CIVICS TESTS IF APPLICABLE.

CAN | BRING AN ATTORNEY OR INTERPRETER TO MY COMBO INTERVIEW FOR N-400 AND
I-751¢

YES/ YOU CAN BRING AN ATTORNEY OR ACCREDITED REPRESENTATIVE TO ASSIST YOU DURING THE COMBO INTERVIEW. |F YOU
ARE NOT PROFICIENT IN ENGLISH, YOU MAY ALSO BRING AN INTERPRETER TO HELP COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY WITH THE USCIS
OFFICER.



How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO RECEIVE A DECISION AFTER A COMBO INTERVIEW FOR
N-400 anp I-751°

THE TIME TO RECEIVE A DECISION AFTER A COMBO INTERVIEW VARIES BUT GENERALLY TAKES A FEW WEEKS TO A FEW MONTHS.
USCIS mMaY APPROVE, REQUEST ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE, OR SCHEDULE A FOLLOW-UP INTERVIEW DEPENDING ON THE CASE
SPECIFICS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. MasTerinGg THE N-400 anp [-75 1 Comgo: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A DETAILED WALKTHROUGH OF THE APPLICATION PROCESSES FOR BOTH THE N-400 (NATURALIZATION) AND
I-751 (PeTiTioN To ReMove CONDITIONS ON RESIDENCE) FORMS. IT INCLUDES STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS, COMMON
PITFALLS, AND TIPS FOR PREPARING FOR INTERVIEWS. IDEAL FOR APPLICANTS NAVIGATING BOTH PROCESSES CONSECUTIVELY OR
CONCURRENTLY.

2. CoMo IMMIGRATION INTERVIEWS: N-400 § [-75 1 STRATEGIES

FOCUSED ON INTERVIEW PREPARATION, THIS GUIDE COVERS THE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS AND SCENARIOS APPLICANTS MIGHT FACE
DURING COMBINED N-400 AND |-75 1 INTERVIEWS. |T PROVIDES STRATEGIES TO ANSWER CONFIDENTLY AND ACCURATELY,
HELPING TO REDUCE ANXIETY AND INCREASE THE CHANCES OF APPROVAL.

3. N-400 Aanp [-75 T APPLICATION W ORKBOOK

THIS WORKBOOK PROVIDES PRACTICE EXERCISES, SAMPLE ANSWERS, AND CHECKLISTS FOR APPLICANTS WORKING ON BOTH THE
N-400 AND [-75 71 FORMS. |T IS DESIGNED TO HELP APPLICANTS ORGANIZE THEIR DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION IN PREPARATION
FOR SUBMISSION AND INTERVIEW.

4. THe EssentiaL Guipe To USCIS Comeo INTERVIEWS: N-400 § [-751

AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE THAT EXPLAINS THE USCIS’S PROCEDURES FOR COMBINED INTERVIEWS INVOLVING NATURALIZATION
AND REMOVAL OF CONDITIONS ON RESIDENCE. THE BOOK CLARIFIES ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS, INTERVIEW EXPECTATIONS, AND
POST-INTERVIEW PROCESSES.

5. UnNDerSTANDING CONDITIONAL RESIDENCY AND NATURALIZATION: N-400 § [-75 T EXPLAINED

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE LEGAL BACKGROUND AND REQUIREMENTS BEHIND CONDITIONAL RESIDENCY AND NATURALIZATION. |T
OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO HOW THE N-400 AND |-751 APPLICATIONS INTERSECT AND WHAT APPLICANTS NEED TO KNOW TO
SUCCEED.

6. PrepARING FOR THE ComMBINED N-400 AND [-75 T INTERVIEW

A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOCUSED ON INTERVIEW DAY PREPARATION, INCLUDING HOW TO ORGANIZE DOCUMENTS, WHAT QUESTIONS
TO ANTICIPATE, AND HOW TO PRESENT ONESELF. [T ALSO COVERS COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW TO ADDRESS THEM
EFFECTIVELY.

7. DUAL AppLICATION SUCCESS: NAVIGATING N-400 AND [-75 1 TOGETHER

THIS TITLE PROVIDES ADVICE FOR APPLICANTS FILING BOTH FORMS, HIGHLIGHTING THE TIMELINE COORDINATION, LEGAL
CONSIDERATIONS, AND BEST PRACTICES FOR AVOIDING DELAYS OR DENIALS. |T’S A HELPFUL RESOURCE FOR FAMILIES AND
INDIVIDUALS MANAGING BOTH APPLICATIONS.

8. INTERVIEW QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FOR N-400 ¢ |-75 1 APPLICANTS

A COMPILATION OF FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS DURING USCIS INTERVIEWS FOR NATURALIZATION AND REMOVAL OF
CONDITIONS. THE BOOK OFFERS MODEL ANSWERS AND TIPS ON HOW TO RESPOND TRUTHFULLY AND CLEARLY TO FACILITATE A
SMOOTH INTERVIEW PROCESS.

Q. THe CompLETE N-400 Anp [-75 1 Comeo INTERVIEW HANDBOOK

COMPREHENSIVE AND USER-FRIENDLY, THIS HANDBOOK COMBINES ALL CRITICAL INFORMATION APPLICANTS NEED WHEN DEALING
wITH BOTH N-400 AND [-75 1 FORMS. T INCLUDES DOCUMENT CHECKLISTS, TIMELINES, INTERVIEW TIPS, AND GUIDANCE ON
WHAT TO EXPECT AFTER SUBMISSION.
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