
come as you are by nirvana

Come As You Are by Nirvana is one of the most iconic songs of the 1990s, encapsulating the spirit of a
generation and marking a significant moment in the evolution of rock music. Released as part of their
groundbreaking album "Nevermind" in 1991, this track not only showcases Kurt Cobain's unique
songwriting abilities but also reflects the raw energy and angst of the grunge movement. In this article, we
will delve into the history, themes, musical composition, and cultural impact of "Come As You Are,"
exploring why it continues to resonate with audiences today.

History of "Come As You Are"

The Birth of a Classic

"Come As You Are" was written by Kurt Cobain in 1991, amidst the rise of Nirvana as a leading force in
the music scene. The song was recorded during the sessions for "Nevermind," which would eventually
catapult the band to international fame.

- Recording Sessions: The track was recorded at Sound City Studios in Van Nuys, California, a location that
would become legendary in the world of rock music.
- Production: Produced by Butch Vig, the song features a signature guitar riff that immediately captures
the listener's attention.

Release and Reception

Upon its release as a single in March 1992, "Come As You Are" quickly gained popularity.

- Chart Performance: The song reached number 32 on the Billboard Hot 100 and topped the Modern Rock
Tracks chart.
- Critical Acclaim: Critics praised the song for its haunting melody and introspective lyrics, solidifying
Nirvana's status in the rock genre.

The Themes of "Come As You Are"

"Come As You Are" explores several themes that resonate deeply with listeners, making it a timeless
classic.



Acceptance and Identity

At its core, the song invites listeners to embrace their true selves.

- Authenticity: The repeated phrase "Come as you are" emphasizes the importance of being genuine and
accepting one's flaws.
- Ambiguity: The lyrics also hint at the complexities of identity, suggesting that people are often
multifaceted and contradictory.

Disillusionment and Skepticism

The song's lyrics reflect a sense of disillusionment, a common sentiment among youth in the early '90s.

- Cynical Undertones: Lines like "I don't have a gun" can be interpreted as a commentary on violence and
the culture of fear prevalent in society.
- Questioning Norms: The song encourages listeners to question societal expectations and norms, resonating
with the rebellious spirit of the grunge movement.

Musical Composition

The musical elements of "Come As You Are" contribute significantly to its lasting appeal.

Instrumentation

The song features a distinctive guitar riff that is instantly recognizable.

- Guitar Work: The use of chorus effects gives the riff a dreamy quality, setting the mood for the entire
track.
- Rhythm Section: The steady drumming and bass provide a solid backbone, allowing Cobain's vocals to
shine.

Vocal Delivery

Kurt Cobain's vocal performance is one of the standout features of "Come As You Are."

- Emotional Range: His ability to convey emotion through his voice adds depth to the lyrics, drawing



listeners in.
- Dynamic Contrast: The shift between soft verses and more intense choruses creates a compelling dynamic
that keeps the listener engaged.

Cultural Impact

"Come As You Are" has left an indelible mark on both music and popular culture.

Influence on the Grunge Movement

As a key track from the "Nevermind" album, "Come As You Are" played a significant role in defining the
grunge movement.

- Symbol of a Generation: The song, along with others from Nirvana, became a voice for disaffected youth,
reflecting their struggles and aspirations.
- Inspiration for Future Artists: Many bands cite Nirvana as a major influence, and "Come As You Are"
continues to inspire new generations of musicians.

Legacy in Popular Culture

The song has appeared in various films, television shows, and commercials, further cementing its place in
popular culture.

- Covers and Tributes: Numerous artists have covered "Come As You Are," showcasing its timeless appeal
and versatility.
- Enduring Popularity: The song is frequently played on radio stations and at live concerts, reminding fans
of its lasting significance.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Come As You Are" by Nirvana is more than just a song; it is a cultural phenomenon that
continues to resonate with listeners around the world. Its themes of acceptance, disillusionment, and
identity, combined with its unique musical composition, have cemented its place in rock history. As we
reflect on the impact of this iconic track, it becomes clear that "Come As You Are" will remain a timeless
anthem for generations to come. Whether you are a longtime fan of Nirvana or discovering their music for
the first time, this song invites you to embrace who you are—just as you are.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Come As You Are' by Nirvana?
The main theme revolves around authenticity and acceptance, encouraging listeners to embrace their true
selves without pretense.

How did 'Come As You Are' contribute to the grunge movement?
'Come As You Are' exemplified the raw and honest aesthetic of grunge music, helping to define the
genre's sound and ethos during the early 1990s.

What makes the guitar riff in 'Come As You Are' distinctive?
The guitar riff features a unique, haunting quality achieved through a combination of effects, including
chorus and a clean tone, which sets it apart from other rock songs.

What year was 'Come As You Are' released?
'Come As You Are' was released on March 2, 1992, as part of Nirvana's second album, 'Nevermind'.

Which music video style is used for 'Come As You Are'?
The music video for 'Come As You Are' features a surreal and abstract style, enhancing the song's themes
of ambiguity and introspection.

What is the significance of the lyrics 'Come as you are, as you were, as I
want you to be'?
These lyrics suggest a complex relationship between identity and perception, inviting individuals to show
their true selves while acknowledging that people's perceptions can differ.

How did fans and critics respond to 'Come As You Are' upon its release?
The song received widespread acclaim from both fans and critics, praising its melodic structure and lyrical
depth, which contributed to its status as one of Nirvana's signature tracks.

What impact did 'Come As You Are' have on popular culture?
'Come As You Are' has been featured in various films, TV shows, and commercials, solidifying its place in
popular culture and influencing countless artists and musicians.



Who wrote 'Come As You Are'?
'Come As You Are' was written by Kurt Cobain, the lead singer and guitarist of Nirvana, showcasing his
songwriting prowess and introspective lyricism.

What is the legacy of 'Come As You Are' in today's music scene?
The song continues to influence modern artists across genres, reflecting its timeless message and the
enduring impact of Nirvana on contemporary music.
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