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Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old Testament

The relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament is one of the most
profound and complex aspects of biblical theology. Understanding this connection is crucial
for interpreting the teachings and narratives found in the New Testament. The commentary
on the New Testament use of the Old Testament reveals how the authors of the New
Testament interpreted and applied the scriptures of the Hebrew Bible to articulate the
identity and mission of Jesus Christ, the nature of the Church, and the unfolding of God’s
redemptive plan.

Historical Context of Old Testament Quotations

The New Testament was written in a historical context where the Old Testament was the
primary scripture for the Jewish people. The early Christians, most of whom were Jewish,
relied heavily on the Old Testament texts to make sense of the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus.

1. The Jewish Background

- Cultural Significance: The Old Testament was not just a religious document; it was woven
into the cultural fabric of Jewish life. Its stories, laws, and prophecies were foundational to
Jewish identity.

- Synagogue Worship: In the first century, readings from the Old Testament were central to
synagogue worship, making these texts a familiar reference point for early Christians.

2. The Septuagint Influence

- Translation Matters: The Septuagint (LXX), a Greek translation of the Old Testament, was
widely used in the Hellenistic world. Many New Testament authors quoted from the
Septuagint, which sometimes differs from the Hebrew text.

- Language Accessibility: The use of the Septuagint allowed early Christians to connect with
Gentile audiences, making Old Testament references accessible to non-Jewish believers.

Types of Old Testament Use in the New
Testament

The New Testament employs the Old Testament in various ways, including direct



quotations, allusions, typological interpretations, and fulfillment of prophecy.

1. Direct Quotations

Direct quotations are the most straightforward way the New Testament engages with the
Old Testament. These quotations serve multiple purposes:

- Establishing Authority: By quoting the Old Testament, New Testament authors validate
their teachings and position Christ as the fulfilment of God’s promises.

- Clarifying Jesus' Mission: Jesus often quoted the Old Testament to explain his mission,
such as in Luke 4:18-19, where he cites Isaiah to describe his ministry.

2. Allusions and References

Not all Old Testament references in the New Testament are direct quotes. Many authors
use allusions to evoke the original context’s meaning.

- Subtle Connections: For instance, when Jesus refers to himself as the “Good Shepherd” in
John 10:11, he alludes to Psalm 23 and Ezekiel 34, implying a deeper connection to Israel’s
leaders.

- Narrative Parallels: The parallels between Old Testament stories and New Testament
narratives (e.g., Moses and Jesus) enrich the understanding of Jesus’ role.

3. Typology

Typology is a method of interpreting scripture where events, persons, or institutions in the
Old Testament are seen as prefiguring or foreshadowing Christ and his work.

- Adam and Christ: Paul refers to Jesus as the “second Adam” in Romans 5:12-21,
suggesting that just as sin entered the world through Adam, redemption comes through
Christ.

- Passover Lamb: The sacrificial system in the Old Testament, particularly the Passover
lamb, is typologically linked to Jesus’ atoning sacrifice.

4. Fulfillment of Prophecy

The New Testament frequently presents Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament
prophecies, a theme crucial to the Gospel narrative.

- Messianic Prophecies: Numerous Old Testament prophecies regarding the Messiah are
cited in the New Testament, such as Isaiah 7:14 in Matthew 1:22-23, which discusses the
virgin birth.

- Historical Context: Understanding the original context of these prophecies often sheds



light on their fulfillment in the life of Jesus.

Theological Implications of Old Testament
References

The use of the Old Testament in the New Testament is not merely a literary device; it has
profound theological implications that shape Christian doctrine.

1. Continuity and Discontinuity

- Covenant Theology: The New Testament affirms the continuity of God’s redemptive plan

while also establishing a new covenant through Christ (Hebrews 8:6-13).

- Law and Grace: Paul addresses the relationship between the Law and grace, arguing that
while the Law reveals sin, it is through faith in Christ that believers are justified (Galatians

2:16).

2. Christological Focus

- Centrality of Christ: The New Testament’s use of the Old Testament consistently points to
Christ as central to God’s plan for humanity, illustrating the unity of scripture.

- Revelation of God: The New Testament helps elucidate the nature of God as revealed in
the Old Testament, emphasizing attributes such as love, justice, and mercy.

3. Ethical Teachings

- Moral Instruction: Many ethical teachings in the New Testament are rooted in Old
Testament law and wisdom literature, encouraging believers to live according to God’s
standards.

- Love as Fulfillment: Jesus summarizes the law and the prophets with the command to love
God and neighbor (Matthew 22:37-40), highlighting the ethical continuity between the
Testaments.

Conclusion: The Importance of Understanding the
Old Testament in New Testament Theology

The commentary on the New Testament use of the Old Testament provides invaluable
insights into the richness of biblical theology and the continuity of God’s redemptive work.
By examining the ways in which the New Testament authors engaged with Old Testament
scriptures, readers can appreciate the depth of the Christian faith and the intricacies of its
foundational texts.



Understanding this relationship is essential for interpreting key themes such as the nature
of Christ, the role of the Church, and the moral and ethical implications for believers today.
As Christians engage with both Testaments, they are invited to explore the fullness of God’s
revelation, recognizing how the Old Testament sets the stage for the New Testament’s
unfolding story of grace, redemption, and hope.

Frequently Asked Questions

How does the New Testament use Old Testament
prophecies to validate the identity of Jesus?

The New Testament frequently cites Old Testament prophecies to affirm Jesus as the
Messiah. For instance, Matthew references Isaiah 7:14 in relation to the virgin birth of Jesus,
illustrating how the fulfillment of these ancient prophecies supports his divine identity.

What role does typology play in the New Testament's
interpretation of the Old Testament?

Typology is a significant method where figures, events, or institutions in the Old Testament
are seen as prefigurations of Christ and New Testament events. For example, the sacrifice
of Isaac is often viewed as a type of Christ's sacrifice, highlighting the continuity of God's
redemptive plan.

In what ways does Paul’s writings reflect the use of Old
Testament scripture?

Paul's epistles are rich with references to the Old Testament, where he often uses scripture
to support his theological arguments. For example, in Romans 4, he references Abraham to
discuss justification by faith, thereby connecting the Old Testament narrative with New
Testament teachings.

How do the Gospels differ in their use of the Old
Testament?

The Gospels employ the Old Testament in distinct ways. For example, Matthew emphasizes
Jesus' fulfillment of Jewish law and prophecy, while John focuses on the theme of light and
life, drawing from Genesis and Psalms to highlight Christ's divine nature. Each Gospel
shapes the narrative to its theological emphasis.

What is the significance of the Old Testament in the
Sermon on the Mount?

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus frequently references the Old Testament to deepen the
understanding of the Law. He states, 'You have heard it said... but | say to you,'
demonstrating how he fulfills and reinterprets the Law, emphasizing its spiritual intent



rather than mere legal adherence.

How does the Book of Hebrews utilize Old Testament
texts?

The Book of Hebrews employs Old Testament texts to argue for the supremacy of Christ
over the old covenant. It highlights Christ as the ultimate high priest and sacrificial offering,
using references from Psalms and Leviticus to demonstrate how Jesus' sacrifice fulfills and
surpasses the Old Testament sacrificial system.
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