
common core math word problems grade 3
Common core math word problems grade 3 are an integral part of the curriculum
designed to develop students' problem-solving skills and their ability to
apply mathematical concepts in real-world scenarios. These word problems help
third graders not only to practice arithmetic but also to enhance their
critical thinking and comprehension skills. This article explores the
structure, types, and strategies for solving these problems, along with
examples and tips to aid students in mastering this essential aspect of their
education.

Understanding Common Core Standards in Math

The Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for Mathematics provide a clear
framework for what students should know and be able to do at each grade
level. In Grade 3, the focus shifts to more complex concepts and applications
of mathematics. The standards emphasize:

1. Operations and Algebraic Thinking: Understanding and using addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division.
2. Number and Operations in Base Ten: Understanding place value and the
properties of operations.
3. Measurement and Data: Solving problems involving measurement and
interpreting data.
4. Geometry: Understanding shapes and their attributes.

These standards guide the creation of word problems that help students
practice these skills in a meaningful context.

Types of Word Problems

In grade 3, students encounter various types of math word problems.
Recognizing these types can aid in understanding how to approach and solve
them. Here are some common categories:

1. Addition and Subtraction Problems

These problems typically involve finding the total or the difference between
quantities. They often use keywords like "total," "left," "more," and "less."

Example:
- Maria has 12 apples. She gives 4 apples to her friend. How many apples does
Maria have left?



2. Multiplication and Division Problems

These problems revolve around finding groups of equal sizes or sharing items
equally. Look for keywords such as "each," "per," "total," "groups of," and
"shared."

Example:
- There are 5 bags with 6 oranges in each bag. How many oranges are there in
total?

3. Mixed Operations Problems

These problems require students to use more than one operation to find the
solution. They may involve a combination of addition, subtraction,
multiplication, or division.

Example:
- A farmer has 20 cows. He buys 15 more cows. Then, he sells 8 cows. How many
cows does he have now?

4. Comparison Problems

These problems focus on comparing two quantities and determining the
difference or identifying which is greater.

Example:
- Tom has 15 marbles, and Jerry has 10 marbles. How many more marbles does
Tom have than Jerry?

5. Measurement Problems

These involve solving problems related to length, weight, volume, and time.
They may incorporate units of measurement.

Example:
- A pencil is 7 inches long. A pen is 5 inches long. How much longer is the
pencil than the pen?

Strategies for Solving Word Problems

Solving math word problems can be challenging for third graders. However,
employing specific strategies can make this process easier and more



systematic. Here are several effective strategies:

1. Read the Problem Carefully

Encourage students to read the problem multiple times to fully understand
what is being asked. Highlight or underline key information and keywords.

2. Identify the Question

Students should determine what the problem is asking for. Rephrasing the
question in their own words can help clarify the goal.

3. Organize the Information

- Draw a Picture: Visual representation can make abstract problems more
concrete.
- Create a Table or Chart: This helps in organizing data and comparing
quantities.
- Write an Equation: Translating the problem into a mathematical expression
can clarify the operations needed.

4. Choose the Right Operation

Based on the identified question and the information provided, students
should decide which mathematical operation (addition, subtraction,
multiplication, or division) is appropriate.

5. Solve the Problem

Students can now perform the calculations needed to find the solution. It's
crucial to maintain clarity in their work to avoid mistakes.

6. Check the Work

After arriving at an answer, encourage students to go back and check their
work. They can substitute their answer back into the context of the problem
to ensure it makes sense.



Examples of Common Core Math Word Problems for
Grade 3

Here are some practical examples of word problems that align with the Common
Core standards, along with solutions.

Example 1: Addition and Subtraction

Problem:
Lucy has 25 stickers. She buys 18 more stickers and gives 10 stickers to her
friend. How many stickers does Lucy have now?

Solution:
1. Start with 25 stickers.
2. Add the 18 stickers she bought:
25 + 18 = 43
3. Subtract the 10 stickers she gave away:
43 - 10 = 33
Answer: Lucy has 33 stickers now.

Example 2: Multiplication

Problem:
A box contains 8 crayons. If there are 7 boxes, how many crayons are there in
total?

Solution:
1. Multiply the number of crayons per box by the number of boxes:
8 crayons/box × 7 boxes = 56 crayons
Answer: There are 56 crayons in total.

Example 3: Division

Problem:
There are 36 cupcakes, and they need to be placed into boxes with 9 cupcakes
each. How many boxes are needed?

Solution:
1. Divide the total number of cupcakes by the number of cupcakes per box:
36 ÷ 9 = 4
Answer: 4 boxes are needed.



Example 4: Mixed Operations

Problem:
Samantha has 15 books. She buys 9 more books and then donates 5 books. How
many books does she have left?

Solution:
1. Start with 15 books.
2. Add the 9 books she bought:
15 + 9 = 24
3. Subtract the 5 books she donated:
24 - 5 = 19
Answer: Samantha has 19 books left.

Tips for Parents and Educators

To support third graders in mastering common core math word problems grade 3,
parents and educators can implement the following strategies:

- Encourage Practice: Regular practice with a variety of problems will help
build confidence and skills.
- Use Real-Life Examples: Relate word problems to everyday situations, such
as shopping, cooking, or planning an event.
- Promote Discussion: Encourage students to talk through their thought
processes. This can help clarify their understanding and reveal any
misconceptions.
- Provide Feedback: Offer constructive feedback on their problem-solving
approaches to help them learn and grow.

Conclusion

Common core math word problems grade 3 serve as a crucial component of third-
grade education, fostering essential skills in problem-solving, critical
thinking, and mathematical reasoning. By understanding the types of problems,
employing effective strategies, and practicing regularly, students can
enhance their math proficiency and gain confidence in their abilities. With
support from parents and educators, third graders can successfully navigate
the challenges of word problems, laying a solid foundation for future
mathematical learning.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is a common core math word problem for third
graders?
A common core math word problem for third graders often involves real-life
scenarios that require students to apply their understanding of addition,
subtraction, multiplication, or division to solve a problem.

How can I help my child understand common core math
word problems?
Encourage your child to visualize the problem, identify key information, and
break the problem down into smaller, manageable steps. Practice with real-
world examples to make it relatable.

Can you give an example of a common core math word
problem for grade 3?
Sure! 'Samantha has 12 apples. She gives 4 apples to her friend. How many
apples does Samantha have left?'

What strategies are effective for solving word
problems in common core math?
Effective strategies include drawing pictures, using manipulatives, writing
equations, and discussing the problem with peers or adults to gain different
perspectives.

Why are word problems important in common core math?
Word problems are important because they help students develop critical
thinking skills, learn to apply math concepts to real-world situations, and
enhance their problem-solving abilities.

How can parents support their children with common
core math word problems?
Parents can support their children by providing a quiet space for homework,
encouraging them to explain their thought process, and practicing similar
problems together to build confidence.

What is the difference between traditional math
problems and common core word problems?
Traditional math problems often focus on computation in isolation, while
common core word problems require students to interpret and apply math
concepts within the context of a scenario.



What tools can help third graders solve common core
math word problems?
Tools such as graphic organizers, number lines, and interactive math games
can help students visualize and solve word problems more effectively.

How do common core math standards benefit students
in grade 3?
Common core math standards benefit students by promoting a deeper
understanding of mathematical concepts, encouraging critical thinking, and
preparing them for more advanced math in later grades.

What are some common mistakes students make when
solving word problems?
Common mistakes include misreading the problem, ignoring key information,
performing the wrong operation, or failing to check their work after solving
the problem.
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