
compound subject verb agreement worksheet

Compound subject verb agreement worksheets are essential tools in teaching and reinforcing the principles of
subject-verb agreement, particularly when dealing with compound subjects. Understanding how to correctly
match subjects with their corresponding verbs is crucial for effective communication in writing and speaking.
This article will delve into the significance of compound subject verb agreement, how to create worksheets for
practice, and tips for educators and learners alike.

Understanding Compound Subjects

A compound subject consists of two or more subjects that share the same verb. These subjects can be connected
by coordinating conjunctions such as "and," "or," or "nor." Understanding how to identify and work with
compound subjects is the first step in mastering subject-verb agreement.

Examples of Compound Subjects

1. Using "and":
- Example: "Tom and Jerry are best friends."
In this case, "Tom" and "Jerry" are both subjects that take the plural verb "are."

2. Using "or":
- Example: "Either the cat or the dog is outside."
Here, "the cat" and "the dog" are subjects connected by "or," and the singular verb "is" agrees with the nearest
subject, "the dog."

3. Using "nor":
- Example: "Neither the manager nor the employees were aware of the changes."
In this instance, "the manager" is singular, but because "the employees" is plural, the verb "were" is used to
agree with the plural subject.

The Importance of Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement is crucial for clarity and coherence in writing. Incorrect verb forms can lead to
confusion and misinterpretation. For example:

- Incorrect: "The cat and the dog runs in the yard."
- Correct: "The cat and the dog run in the yard."

In the incorrect sentence, “runs” does not agree with the compound subject “the cat and the dog.” Ensuring
proper agreement helps maintain the flow and professionalism of writing.

Creating a Compound Subject Verb Agreement Worksheet

Creating effective worksheets is a great way to provide practice for students. Here’s a step-by-step guide to
designing a compound subject verb agreement worksheet.



1. Define the Objective

Before creating the worksheet, identify the learning objectives. For example, students should be able to:
- Identify compound subjects.
- Apply the correct verb forms based on the compound subjects.

2. Include Clear Instructions

Provide clear instructions at the top of the worksheet. For example:
“Read each sentence and underline the compound subject. Then, circle the correct verb form that agrees with the
compound subject.”

3. Provide a Variety of Exercises

Include different types of exercises to engage students and assess their understanding. Here are some ideas:

Multiple Choice Questions: Choose the correct verb form.

Fill in the Blanks: Complete the sentences with the correct verb.

Sentence Correction: Identify and correct errors in subject-verb agreement.

4. Example Exercises

Here are some examples of exercises that could be included in the worksheet:

Exercise 1: Multiple Choice
Choose the correct verb for each sentence.

1. The dog and the cat (is/are) friends.
2. Either Susan or her brothers (was/were) responsible for the mess.
3. Neither the teacher nor the students (enjoy/enjoys) the new rules.

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks
Complete the following sentences with the correct form of the verb in parentheses.

1. The cookies and the cake (is/are) on the table.
2. Either the pencil or the pens (belong/belongs) to John.
3. Neither the rain nor the snow (stop/stops) us from going outside.

Exercise 3: Correction
Identify the errors in the following sentences and correct them.

1. The book and the magazine is on the shelf.
2. Either the manager or the employees was at the meeting.
3. Neither the dogs nor the cat were hungry.



5. Include an Answer Key

An answer key is essential for both teachers and students to check their understanding. It allows for self-
assessment and helps identify areas that need further review.

Answer Key Example
Exercise 1: 1. are 2. were 3. enjoy
Exercise 2: 1. are 2. belongs 3. stops
Exercise 3: 1. are 2. were 3. was

Teaching Tips for Effective Learning

To maximize the effectiveness of compound subject verb agreement worksheets, consider the following teaching
tips:

1. Introduce with Examples

Start by introducing the topic with clear examples. Use visual aids like charts or graphics to illustrate how
compound subjects work. Real-life examples can help students relate to the concept.

2. Encourage Group Work

Organizing students into small groups to complete the worksheets can foster collaboration and discussion.
Group activities allow students to explain their reasoning and learn from one another.

3. Use Interactive Activities

Incorporate games and interactive activities that reinforce subject-verb agreement. For instance, a quiz
competition or a matching game can make learning more enjoyable.

4. Provide Feedback

Offer constructive feedback on students’ performance. Discuss common errors and provide additional practice
as needed. Positive reinforcement can boost confidence and encourage further learning.

5. Assign Homework

To reinforce the concepts learned in class, assign additional worksheets as homework. This helps solidify
students’ understanding of compound subject verb agreement.

Conclusion

Compound subject verb agreement worksheets are vital educational resources that enhance a student’s



understanding of grammar rules. By practicing with these worksheets, students can improve their writing
clarity and coherence. Educators can create engaging and effective worksheets by incorporating a variety of
exercises, clear instructions, and opportunities for collaborative learning. With consistent practice and
feedback, students will master the intricacies of subject-verb agreement, paving the way for clearer and more
effective communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a compound subject in grammar?

A compound subject consists of two or more subjects joined by a conjunction that share the same verb in a
sentence.

How do you ensure subject-verb agreement with a compound subject?

When a compound subject is connected by 'and', the verb should be plural. If connected by 'or' or 'nor', the verb
should agree with the nearest subject.

What is typically included in a compound subject verb agreement worksheet?

Such a worksheet often includes exercises that require students to identify compound subjects and choose the
correct verb forms to ensure agreement.

Can you provide an example of a sentence with a compound subject?

Sure! An example is 'The cat and the dog are playing in the yard,' where 'the cat and the dog' is the compound
subject.

Why is practicing compound subject verb agreement important?

Practicing this agreement is crucial for improving writing clarity and grammatical accuracy, which are
essential skills in effective communication.
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